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   Thanksgiving is coming up later 
this week, and it’s an opportunity 
for us to gather together with 
friends and family and recognize 
the value of everything around us. 
   For some, the highlight is the 
copious amount of homemade food 
they’ll be eating for at least a week 
after Thanksgiving. Some revel in 
the absolute chaos of Black Friday 
shopping. 
   Yet, what are some of Sinclair 
friends thankful for? What do they 
hold in high regard during this 
time? 
   Nursing student Jasmine 

Hardaway holds her support group 
on campus and her family in high 
regard during this time. Kevin Slay 
is also thankful for the time he 
gets to spend with his friends and 
family. 
   William O’Brien is a computer 
science major that is thankful for 
the friends and family that help 
him hold out hope that things will 
always work out in the end.    
    Dominic Petry gives thanks to 
something else in addition to his 
great friends and supportive family: 
sleep. 
   Jack Keeton, a theatre 
performance major, is thankful for 
his significant other. Lionel Nsilvlv 
is grateful for the ability to have 
second chances and a fresh start 
through each phase of his life.
   Then there are some who take 
time to recognize the things we take 

for granted and appreciate them 
this month. David Ellington is one 
of those people, and reflects on 
what he’s thankful for:
   “For learning how to be able to go 
to school and learn to pursue my 
education,” Ellington said. “I’m also 
grateful to have my beautiful kids 
and family by my side.”
   One student looked inward to her 
ability to have a positive perspective 
on life. Jasmine Knox gives thanks 
for the opportunity to be with her 
family that supports her and her 
ability to “see the good in things 
when things aren’t so good.”
   With Thanksgiving comes many 
things to be thankful for, and 
many varied traditions. One such 
tradition has become quite popular 
recently: Friendsgiving.
   Friendsgiving has recently taken 
over millennial culture, according 

to the Atlantic. The newfound 
holiday usually celebrated on the 
Wednesday before or the Friday 
after Thanksgiving is the tradition 
of celebrating thankfulness and 
sharing a Thanksgiving dinner 
together with your close friends. 
   Some people also celebrate 
Canadian Thanksgiving, which is 
a celebration of the harvest and 
blessings from the previous year 
and has been celebrated on the 
second Monday of October since 
1879.
   However you choose to celebrate, 
all these traditions have the united 
theme of being together with the 
people you love, sharing some good 
food, and appreciating the things 
and people in your life that you 
are thankful for. 
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Mexican culture has celebrated 
Dia De Los Muertos for centuries, 
the holiday being one to celebrate 
the lives of those we have lost.    

Professor Richard Morales, of 
Mexican heritage himself, has 
put on the Dia De Los Muertos 
Celebration at Sinclair for several 
years now.

The celebration took place 
Friday, Nov. 2 in building 2. 
Student’s attended and gave 
speeches honoring their loved 
ones who have passed, learned 
new things about other cultures 
and gained some educational 
exposure to an important aspect 
of Mexican culture.

Professor Morales’ public 
speaking class was there, and was 
tasked with honoring their loved 
ones through a speech. Charity 
Shellabarger, a College Credit Plus 
student at sinclair from Franklin 
Monroe High School, gave a 
heartfelt tribute to a friend she 
lost only a short time ago.

“My favorite part was 
the singing and dancing,” 
Shellabarger said. 

A father- daughter duo was 
there singing and dancing to 
upbeat Mexican tunes, something 
many of us lack exposure to. 
Music plays a big role in Mexican 
culture and students at the event 
were able to experience it.

Many faculty and students took 
advantage of the opportunity 
to have a sugar skull design 
painted on to their face, including 
Professor Morales. 

Morales also gave a tribute 
to his family, many audience 
members with tears in their eyes.

After the festivities and speeches 
were through, the group paraded 
to building 12, where they learned 
about death in other cultures. 
Some groups even had props and 
music prepared. 

Jordan Johnson, a student at 
Sinclair, said her favorite part 
was learning about the Hawaiian 
burial rituals. 

“I am very into nature and their 
rituals were very personal as well 

as close to nature, making them 
my favorite,” Johnson said.

Dia de los Muertos may only be 
celebrated in Mexican cultures, 
but every culture mourns the 
death and celebrates the life of 
those close to us in so many ways. 
Morales said at the event how he 
is thankful to 
get to share 
a holiday 
so close to 
him with his 
students. 

The event 
ended with 
a showing 
of “Coco,” 
a popular 
new movie 
that follows 
a young 
boy on his 
adventure to 
the afterlife, 
where he 
learns about 
his ancestors 
and the 
importance 

of keeping their memory alive.
The celebration was a free 

opportunity for students to learn 
about a culture, an education 
many of us take for granted. 
Professor Morales plans to host 
one again next year, and he has 
hopes to make it even better.

Sean Kahle
Staff Writer 

Veteran’s Day is an important 
time for many in this country as 
it offers an opportunity to reflect 
and appreciate those who have 
served for our  country.

This year, Veteran’s Day falls on 
Nov. 11 but is officially observed 
on Nov. 12.

Many schools give students 
time off to observe the holiday 
in their own way. Sinclair held 
its own event last week called 
Veterans Appreciation Week to 
give students a way to be involved 
and reflect.

“Veterans Appreciation week 
is where we take the week to 
recognize all of our veterans 
on campus; may that be staff or 
students,” says Emily Demeter 
from the Veteran Services office.

The week offered events such as 
the Dayton Remembrance Walk, 
the Courseview Remembrance 
Walk and T-Shirts and 
Automotive Oil Change giveaways 
for current Sinclair Veteran and 
Service Member students along 
with other events throughout.

The series of events allow 
multiple programs and offices 
to come together and remember 
the service provided by veterans, 
which brings more awareness to 
the whole campus.

The first day of the week, 
Monday, all campuses were closed 
to observe Veteran’s Day.

After Monday, multiple 
events were held throughout 
the week, one being the Dayton 
Remembrance Walk.

The walk took place between 
buildings 14 and 17; students 
received flags that they placed 
around campus. It allowed them 
time to reflect and contemplate, as 
well as having a chance to sign a 
banner that is hung for veterans. 
They also made out holiday cards 
that were sent to those who are 
currently serving.

At the end of the walk, a Multi-
Faith Closing Ceremony was held 
which gave attendees a chance to 
reflect and think about veterans 
and their families.

“We typically sing a song and 
say a little prayer, and a few 
minutes are taken for a moment 
of silence to remember all those 
who have passed and their family 
members and how everyone has 
been affected by what our veterans 
and service members do,” said 
Emily.

There was also a Remembrance 
Walk held at the Courseview 
campus on Nov. 14 that included 
appreciation and holiday cards as 
well as food and drinks.

For the entire week, current 
Sinclair Veterans and Service 
Members were able to enter 
and receive free T-Shirts and 
automotive oil change giveaways 
during the week.

Although Sinclair has always 
celebrated veterans for at least 
a day in the past, Veterans 
Appreciation Week is a relatively 
new event, starting in 2015.

Several students were also able 
to get involved with the series of 
events, helping with the various 
Remembrance Walks.

Other opportunities for students 
to get involved with helping 
veterans include events like the 
Sweats for Vets campaign that was 
held this past October.

Many veterans attend classes 
at Sinclair, and many of them 
have a unique set of experiences. 
Being able to listen to them and 
hear their stories is one way to 
appreciate them year round.

Veterans Appreciation Week 
gave many opportunities for those 
in the community to reflect on 
and appreciate those who have 
provided and sacrificed for our 
country. 

Sinclair Holds Veterans Appreciation Week

Dia De Los Muertos Celebration at Sinclair 
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   The Chicago Blackhawks have 
fired head coach Joel Quenneville. 
   Quenneville has been with 
the team since the 2007-2008 
season, but after the shocking 
announcement of his termination 
on Tuesday, Nov. 6 he will no 
longer be with the club. 
   This decision has been a long 
time coming after the Hawks 
failed to make it into the playoffs 
last season with a disappointing 
33-39-10 record. In the 2018-2019 
season, they have a 6-6-3 start. 
   The club wasn’t showing the 
spark that general manager Stan 
Bowman wanted. Chicago’s 
inconsistencies led to Quenneville’s 
release, and in his place Jeremy 
Colliton will step up. 
   Colliton formerly played for the 
New York Islanders. He played 57 

games with the team and netted 
three goals and three assists. 
During his rookie season, he 
played 66 games with the Islanders 
minor league affiliate, the 
Bridgeport Tigers, 
and had 21 goals.  
   In 2013, 
Colliton 
announced 
his 
retirement 
from the 
sport after 
coming to 
terms with 
his on going 
battle with post-
concussion syndrome, a 
set of symptoms that can last for 
years after a person suffers from a 
severe concussion. 
   On May 18, 2017, he was named 
head coach of the Rockford 
IceHogs, the minor league team of 

the Chicago Blackhawks. During 
his time coaching in Rockford, the 
team had a 40-28-8 record and had 
a total of 88 points. 

   As Chicago’s new head 
coach, the young man 

is now the youngest 
coach in the 

league at the 
age of 33. The 
hope is that 
he’ll be able 
to relate to 
the team more 

as there are 15 
players on the 

Blackhawks roster 
that are under 30. 

   In Quenneville’s time 
with the team he produced a 

452-249-96 record and led the 
team to three Stanley Cup titles. 
During his 10-plus seasons with 
the organization, the team played 
post-season hockey every time 

except for last year. 
   Quenneville has the second 
most wins in NHL history 

behind Scotty Bowman. He’s 
had 890 wins in 1,636 games. 
Before he became a part of the 
Blackhawks organization, he spent 
eight seasons as the coach for the 
St. Louis Blues and prior to that 
he spent three seasons with the 
Colorado Avalanche. 
   Regardless of his numbers, GM 
Stan Bowman felt the relationship 
was no longer working and 
decided to act now instead of 
waiting. 
   Chicago has now lost five games 
in a row, and that was what caused 
Bowman to act. With this losing 
streak, Chicago is sixth in the 
Central Division, and they place 
21st in the league out of 31 teams. 
   The Chicago Blackhawks face off 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at 
home on Nov. 8 before traveling to 
Philadelphia to take on the Flyers 
on Nov. 10. 

Blackhawks Fire Joel Quenneville

Baker’s Beat: Celebrate Your Dead
Justin A. Baker
Staff Writer

   Death! It is the one thing that 
connects all humans on the planet; 
The knowledge that one day we all 
will cease to exist. That our mortal 
coil will be cut, and we will be 
nothing but a memory. 
   Every culture and religion has 
its own way of dealing with death. 
The Jewish culture sit Shiva, the 
Irish reminisce over drinks and 
food and the Catholics remember 
the life of the departed somber and 
respectfully. There is no wrong way 
to honor those you loved once they 

have passed. 
   Recently my Aunt, who is also 
my Godmother, passed. When I 
heard this news the initial wave 
of sadness washed over me, but 
immediately after a wave of joy and 
happiness replaced it. 
   Let me explain, I loved my Aunt 
deeply. She helped raise me and 
protected me from my cousins who 
wanted to practice wrestling moves 
on me in the basement; without 
my permission or cooperation. 
   She was always the first one 
to give me a compliment or the 
warmest of hugs when she saw 
me. She was for all intents and 

purposes another 
mom to me when my 
mom wasn’t around or 
available. 
   The reason I smiled 
is that my culture, 
which is Jamaican, does 
mourn the deceased 
but we mourn by 
celebrating their life. 
   As I entered the 

viewing of the body on Thursday, 
the only evidence of this being the 
beginning stages of a funeral was 
my aunt’s body being displayed in 
the center of the room. 
   All around her were those who 
were family, people who loved 
and respected her. They were all 
laughing and telling jokes, hugging 
and greeting those that they hadn’t 
seen in a long time. There was a 
strange mixture of joy and sadness 
at the occasion. 
   Soon the viewing was over then 
we went to the night-night. A 
night-night is a night of music, 
food, drink and celebration before 
the night or day of actually putting 
the late friend or relative into the 
earth. 
   It was everything you would 
think it would be: blaring loud 
music of a playlist of the departed 
and families’ favorite songs, 
mounds of their favorite foods, and 
no one was allowed an empty glass 
or cup of their favorite alcohol or 
non-alcholic drink. 

   It was a true celebration and 
festival of my aunt’s life, and that 
was only day one. After the actual 
funeral, which was traditionally a 
somber event, everyone heads to 
the late relative’s house or a rented 
location, where the true party 
begins. 
   This is an all day event. There is 
more drinking, dancing, eating, 
laughing and remembering those 
who we lost. Yes, no one leaves till 
the clock strikes midnight as to 
usher the spirit into the new life. 
   I don’t know if any of this 
actually works or is needed. All 
I know is this Thanksgiving be 
thankful for the loved one sitting 
next to you and treasure the time 
you have with them. 
   But know that when the fragile 
thing we call life ends it’s important 
to celebrate the life of your loved 
one, as well as mourn them.
   My culture’s customs helps put 
me at ease because I know when it 
is my time to go, there is going to 
be one hell of a party!
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   I recently saw a Facebook posting 
by one Appalachian person toward 
a group of other Appalachian people 
that was derogatory and it broke my 
heart. The worst part is the person 
posting the comment didn’t even 
realize how condescending her 
remark was. 
   This reminds me of one of our 
greatest weaknesses as Appalachians: 
the lack of appreciation and valuing 
of our own. 
   Years ago I had a 
discussion with a 
neighbor in my 
middle class 
suburban 
neighborhood, 
just outside the 
Cincinnati city 
limits. She is a 
friend of mine 
and we get 
along very well. 
   She is 
originally from an 
Appalachian region 
near my own home so 
I feel a connection in our 
joint cultural heritage. As she 
spoke, she told me of experiences 
she had early in her nursing career 
in Scioto County, the neighboring 
county of my childhood home in 
Lawrence County. 
   She said, “We hated seeing 
Lawrence County people come 
into the emergency room. They 
all have pointy heads. It’s from all 
the inbreeding.” I was shocked 
and offended. I replied, “I’m from 
Lawrence County. Would you like to 

examine my head?”
   This woman is highly educated. 
She is kind and generous. Why 
would she think, much less say, such 
a demeaning thing? Could it be that 
she—and we—have accepted the 
false stereotypes that burden our 
Appalachian people? 
   Many of these beliefs are based on 
fictional novels with characters that 
never existed. We have heard jokes, 
been bombarded with hillbilly logos 
and been taunted because of the way 
we talk. 

   As with all stereotypes of 
different cultures or 

ethnic groups, it is 
easier to believe a 

characterization 
of a people than 
to get to know 
the people 
or culture 
personally.
   I’ve come 
to expect 

those from 
outside the 

Appalachian 
region to 

accept the false 
characterizations of 

our people. When I first 
left my home region I had to deal 
with outsiders who openly mocked 
my way of talking and some who 
even expressed that if I wanted to 
be successful in my career I should 
consciously work to change my 
accent. 
   I found I had to work harder than 
others to prove my intelligence and 
abilities. When I did, the outsiders 
thought I was an outlier of my 
culture, because they believed most 

from Appalachia 
are simple minded.
   The woman who 
made the offensive 
Facebook posting 
is Appalachian by 
birth and heritage. 
She is intelligent, 
with a college 
degree and an 
impressive resume. 
   She lives in 
a nice house 
in a respectful 
neighborhood near 
a larger city of the 
area. She belongs 
to clubs and 
organizations that 
constantly affirm 
her good standing 
in the community.
   The subjects of 

her posting were 
fellow Appalachian residents who 
live farther into the remote areas of 
the county, those in the hills and 
hollers. 
   These people may or may not have 
college educations or impressive 
resumes. If they do you won’t hear 
them bragging about it. The clubs 
they belong to tend to be informal 

community gatherings or small 
churches. Their houses tend to be 
modest.
   These are practical people in the 
way they dress, decorate their homes 
and problem solve. They may or may 
not use proper grammar, but their 
speech is honest and usually kind. 
   Their greatest treasure is their 
family, especially the children. And 
their generosity knows no bounds, if 
they see a need they seek to meet it.
   To be honest I feel most at home 
with the more ‘country’ Appalachian 
residents. They accept me for who I 
am. When I go home it’s as though 
I never left. We talk and laugh not 
about worldly accomplishments, 
but about things that matter, like “Is 
you mom doing better? How are the 
kids? Remember when we did…?”
   My point is we must take care of 
each other. We Appalachians are 
of the same heritage. Our ancestors 
had the same struggles and taught us 
how to survive. 
   Whether we live in the more 
‘progressive’ sections of a city or in 
the holler, we must appreciate our 
people. Until we do, how can we 
expect those outside our heritage to 
value us?

Appalachia Rising: Valuing Each Other
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   I usually try not to put celebrities 
on some deity like pedestal above 
me, but Stan Lee is up there. The 
architect of the modern superhero, 
Lee is responsible for creating an 
empire of memorable characters that 
captured my imagination at an early 
age.
   He’s a guy with so much charm 
and charisma to go with his business 
acumen, that it’s a difficult task to see 
him as just a normal human being 
sometimes.
   He is a major reason why Marvel 
and superheroes at large have 
become so popular. Lee was a 
promotional genius by making 
himself the face of the brand, using 
his likeness and answering fan mail 
with a razor sharp sense of humor. 
   And the best part were the cameos 
of course! Artists would draw him in 
their comics and later Lee would take 
notice and it became a tradition; Lee 
would have a cameo in any Marvel 
project if they asked. Nothing was 
off limits, as he has cameoed in TV 
shows, video games and films. 
   These cameos endeared him and 
earned him a spot in the hearts of 
Marvel fans young and old. The 
feelings of joy and entertainment 
one would feel when reading a good 

comic or watching a Marvel movie 
would be attached to the man with 
the sunglasses and mustache. 
   One of my earliest memories of Lee 
was playing the “Spider-Man” game 
released back in 2000 for the original 
PlayStation (even at a super young 
age, Spidey was always my favorite). 
   Lee was the narrator for that 
game and added his comments 
to the gallery of characters you 
encounter and costumes you unlock 
in the game. He added plenty 
of background information on 
these things. I loved the gravelly, 
bombastic voice that told me what 
the hell a Spider-Man 2099 was.  
   I didn’t read a bunch of comics 
back then, so I couldn’t speak about 
much of his impact in that medium. 
I just knew him as the curator of all 
things Marvel related. 
   Later I would read biographies and 
learn more about Lee, and in doing 
some research for this piece there’s 
one thing I can say: Lee lived an 
incredible life. 
   Born Stanley Martin Lieber, he 
grew up with a skill and passion 
for writing and had aspirations of 
creating the “Great American Novel.” 
He worked as a gopher of sorts at 
Timely Comics, which would later 
become Marvel. Later, he would 
be given opportunities to work on 
superhero comics. 

   Comics were pretty low on the 
social status chain at the time and 
Lee actually created the pen-name 
Stan Lee as a way to disassociate 
from the comic business (He would 
later legally change his name to this). 
   Shortly after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Lee joined the U.S. Army in 
1942. He served as a member of the 
Signal Corps, repairing telegraph 
poles and other communications 
equipment.
   The Army then recognized his 
skill at writing and moved him to 
the Training Film Division, where 
he wrote manuals, training films, 
slogans and did some cartoon work. 
He is one of nine men in the Army to 
earn the title of “playwright.” 
   He returned from the service in 
1945 and worked for Marvel until 
the end of the 50s. At that point, he 
became disenchanted with comics 
and was looking to change careers. 
   However, due to the success of DC 
Comics’ original superhero team up, 
the Justice League of America, he 
was given an opportunity to create 
his own super team. Lee’s wife, Joan, 
convinced him to give it one last try 
and write a story he’d be proud of. 
   This led to Lee and Kirby co-
creating the Fantastic Four. It was an 
instant success, and the Lee-Kirby 
duo created more characters, like the 
X-Men, the Hulk, Thor and Iron-
Man. 
   Marvel’s heroes were a revolution, 
turning traditional superhero tropes 
on their heads. Superheroes of the 
time were squeaky clean and had 
no weaknesses or personal flaws to 
speak of. 
   Lee’s heroes were instead flawed 
human beings that saw powers as 
more of a burden than a gift. Many 
had egos and worried about real 
life problems such as struggling to 
pay bills, having mental or physical 
breakdowns and dealing with 
spousal issues. 
   Lee’s greatest creation came in 
1962, when he and Steve Ditko 
introduced the character of Spider-
Man to the world in “Amazing 
Fantasy #15.” The character was an 
immediate hit, and saved that series 
from cancellation.
Spider-Man was unlike most 
superheroes of the time. Crime 
fighters that were of high school age 

were mostly used as sidekicks i.e. 
Robin to Batman. Yet Spidey had 
to learn the lesson of power and 
responsibility on his own, which 
made him unique. 
   Throughout the 60s Spider-Man 
became the best selling title of the 
company, and Lee integrated social 
issues into the comics, such as drug 
use, (which was forbidden at the 
time) the Vietnam War, elections and 
student activism. 
   Another innovation Lee made was 
the way Marvel interacted with their 
fans. He made himself known as the 
head of the company and kept the 
fans updated on upcoming storylines 
and news about Marvel staff 
members in the “Bullpen Bulletin” 
page. He also wrote opinion columns 
called “Stan’s Soapbox.”
   Lee wrote in a very chatty, personal 
style that endeared himself to 
readers. His goal was to make readers 
see the creators of Marvel comics as 
friends. This is an attitude that stayed 
consistent throughout his life. 
   Lee continued to script, art-direct 
and edit the majority of Marvel’s 
titles until 1972, where he took on 
the role of publisher. He left Marvel 
in the 90s, though he served as 
Chairman Emeritus for a number of 
years, earning a $1 million annual 
salary. 
   He dabbled in many other projects 
throughout the 2000s and served as 
the ultimate brand ambassador for 
Marvel. 
   So in closing true believers, Stan 
Lee’s legacy will be that of a creative 
maverick that changed the superhero 
genre and made comic books a huge 
part of the mainstream culture. 
   The plethora of characters he 
created have been immortalized 
through the page and the silver 
screen and have touched the hearts 
and minds of countless people.
   He stands as a humble figure 
that truly loved what he did and 
appreciated his fans. His work and 
characters will touch the hearts 
and minds of millions of people for 
generations to come. 
   He inspires me to continue to 
move upward and onward to greater 
glory in everything I do. In a word; 
Excelsior! 

Here’s Henry : Remembering Stan Lee
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Spyro is back! The purple 
dragon known for three critically-
acclaimed platformer games in 
the late 90s is back with a modern 
upgrade thanks to Activision and 
Toys for Bob. 

This collection called the “Spyro: 
Reignited Trilogy” was released 
on Nov. 13, 2018 and packages 
the first three games in the series 
“Spyro the Dragon,” “Spyro 2: 
Ripto’s Rage” and “Spyro: Year of 
the Dragon.” 

Similar to the “Crash Bandicoot 
N-Sane Trilogy” released last year, 
the three games have received 
a massive graphical update. It’s 
being powered by the Unreal 
Engine. 

However, everything else has 
been kept the same. The gems, 
dragon eggs, chests and enemies 
are in the same spots they were 
nearly 20 years ago. The large, 
open levels still foster a sense of 
freedom and exploration. 

The three games focus on Spyro, 
an undersized young dragon that 
gets thrust into an adventure, many 
times due to his small stature. Each 
game has a main collectible hidden 
throughout levels. 

In the first game, he frees fellow 
dragons trapped in crystals by the 
evil Gnasty Gnorc. The second 
game takes Spyro to a new world 
where he must help citizens 
under siege by Ripto the 
Rynoc. Finally, 
the third game 

has the player recover baby dragon 
eggs stolen by the evil Sorcerous.

Each game takes place in a 
different setting, and more playable 
characters are introduced in “Year 
of the Dragon.” Spyro also gains 
new abilities in each installment, 
learning how to swim, climb and 
dive attack. 

A point of controversy among 
gamers is the fact that only “Spyro 
the Dragon” can be accessed on 
the disk. It was discovered a month 
before the game’s release when 
the cover art stated that a digital 
download was mandatory. 

The other two games must be 
downloaded and installed from the 
internet as a day one patch. This 
could have a negative effect on 
those who bought the game and 
have no internet, very slow internet 
or data limits from their provide.    

Activision and 
Toys for 
Bob were 
criticized 
for not 
making it 
clear the 
downloads 
would be 
mandatory and only 
released a vague 
statement after the 
box art was leaked.

“Spyro the 
Dragon” was 

released in 
1998 and was 
developed by 
Insomniac 
Games, a studio 
that would go 
on to make the 
“Rachet and 
Clank” and 
“Resistance” 
series. 

Insomniac 
wanted to create 
a kid friendly 
character for 
the PlayStation, 
which at the 
time only had Crash Bandicoot 
as a mascot. Spyro’s level design 
is similar to “Super Mario 64” 
and “Banjo Kazooie,” two open 
level collect-a-thon games for the 
Nintendo 64.

Spyro’s primary ability is 
gliding, and this posed a challenge 
to the team early on. If players 
got to a high enough point, they 
could make Spyro glide all the way 
through the level and skip crucial 
parts of them. 

To negate this, the team made 
every level open ended and hid 
collectibles in every possible 
nook and cranny to encourage 
exploration. 

In order to make the game’s 
controls feel fluid, Insomniac 
brought in Matt Whiting, a NASA 
engineer who specialized in flight 
controls to help program the 
camera movement. 

The series also makes use of a 
3D panoramic engine developed by 
Alex Hastings that displays 

far away 
objects 

and makes 
them more 

detailed as 
the player 

gets closer to 
them. This was 

a new idea at the 
time, as most early 

3D PlayStation 
games could show 
a limited field and 

needed fog to 

hide the rest of the draw distance.  
Stewart Copeland, drummer for 

the band The Police, composed the 
music for the series. He took on 
a mostly prog-rock approach and 
played through early build levels 
of the game to get a feel for each 
one’s atmosphere. He wasn’t very 
good at the game and needed the 
help of cheat codes to progress 
through levels. 

Copeland holds his work on the 
series in high regard, calling it 
some of the best compositional 
work he’s done across the span of 
his career. While he also helped 
compose a new score for the 
“Reignited Trilogy,” players have 
the option of using the original 
soundtrack. 

The series was a massive critical 
and financial hit for Sony, and 
Spyro joined Crash as one of 
gaming’s biggest platforming 
mascots of the 90s and early 2000s. 
After “Year of the Dragon” was 
released, Insomniac gave up the 
rights to the game, citing a lack of 
ideas.

The series went to different 
publishers over the years, with the 
“Skylanders” series being Spyro’s 
most recent appearance. 

Following the success of the 
“N-Sane Trilogy” fans clamored 
for Spyro to get a similar 
treatment. On April 5, 2018 the 
game was announced.

Old fans of the series, or those 
jumping in for the first time, 
can experience the innovative 
gameplay, creative level design 

and charming characters 
with a fresh new 
coat of paint.

Nov. 20th – Dec. 3rdPage 6 Arts & Entertainment

Youtube

Youtube



Nov. 20th – Dec. 3rdArts & EntertainmentPage 7

Angel Hopson
Reporter 

   “YouTube is the second 
largest search engine and third 
most visited site after Google 
and Facebook,” according to 
Brandwatch.com. The red play 
button has been in our faces, 
on our screens and eyewitness 
to the rise of many internet 
personalities.
   From music videos to skits, 
makeup tutorials to fashion, art 
to news stories, if you name it 
YouTube has it. Some question if 
YouTube will be the next form of 
visual journalism seeing how the 
time people spend watching it has 
doubled in the last year.
   Since YouTube’s creation in 
2005, we have seen every day 
individuals make us laugh, 
smile, and cry with their 
creative perceptions of the 
world. Some individuals and 
their content become so well 
known that it takes the media 
by storm and we get to see our 
favorite YouTubers become 
actors, singers, fashion models 
and more. 

With each new content 
creator that makes it to 
the big screen or makes 
connections within the show 
business, viewers are left 
with aspirations and many 
questions. Questions such as, 
“How can I make it?” “How 
does YouTube work?” or “Do I 
have what it takes?”

 “When it comes to YouTube, 
is a whole different world.” states 
YouTube personality, Tré Melvin, 
“you have to know what you 
want.”

Tré Melvin is a philanthropist, 
actor, songwriter and published 
playwright best known for his 
YouTube show formally named 
“This is a Commentary.” The 
Dayton native was spotted in the 
Oregon District and questioned 
about his occupation by a group 
of eager fans.

Rushed with a slew of questions 
and smiling faces, Melvin turned 
the tables and asked, “what is it 
that you want to do?” One fan 
responded with “I want to make 
a lot of money,” another stated, 
“I want to give people what they 

want.”  
Melvin responded with 

“YouTube has changed since I 
started, we’ve built a platform for 
black people to really thrive.”

A fan replied, “I never really 
understood YouTube, I feel like 
it’s a lot of [stuff] to handle” and 
another listener chimes in with 
“what is the main thing for upper 
level success?”  

Melvin responded, “Work. It 
takes work, but you have to know 
what you want. I did not get on 
YouTube thinking I just want to 
be popular or I want people to 
know my name. I didn’t think that 
at all.” 

Many people have been trying 
to find their niche, showcase their 
talent or “break into” YouTube for 

several different reasons. Melvin 
agrees, as one fan suggested: 
“that it’s all about the content you 
provide and the energy you put 
towards it.” 

We like to focus on changes 
within Social Media, art, and 
trends or make sure we are 
perfect for the camera. We want 
to be respected for our talents and 
of course, make a lot of money. 

The main thing Melvin 
recommends for aspiring gamers, 
reactors, artist and Youtubers is 
to “do it. Just do it. Put [yourself] 
out there and give it all you’ve 
got.” 

Melvin’s channel has been 
running since Oct. 8, 2011 and 
has 3,303,349 subscribers as of 
this writing. His videos have 
earned 322,615,903 total views.

Melvin covers a wide variety 
of topics on his show, some 
lampooning current events 
and viral trends, using mostly 
sketch comedy. He also engages 
in social commentary and 
has his own weekly podcast, 
“Bottoms Up! With Tre Melvin. 

He was born in Dayton and 
studied theatre and creative 
writing at Stivers School for the 
Performing Arts. After high 
school, he studied business 
marketing at the University 
of Cinncinatti. His success on 
YouTube was not surprising, as 
he became a professional actor 
at the age of 12. 

Youtube

Youtube
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Tartan Voice

When is it ok to start Christmas celebrations?

   The Ombuddy wants to encourage you to stay strong 
this week...we’re in the home stretch! 
   Make sure that you begin to look over your grades and 
assignments to see if there is anything you may need to 
discuss with your professor before the semester 
comes to a close. Begin studying for finals a 
little early, so that you allow your brain time 
to process as we move into the busy holiday 
season! 
    All of your hard work during this 
semester is about to pay off, so most 
importantly, don’t give up! We at 
Sinclair are proud of all the work 
you’ve done and excited that you’re 
one step closer to your goals!

   The Ombudsman is your student 
advocate! To learn more, visit www.
sinclair.edu/ombudsman.

The ombudsman is your student advocate!
To learn more, visit www.sinclair.edu/
ombudsman.

Ombuddy  

Your Voice

Corner

   By now, most people have some form of social media 
accounts and/or smartphones right at their fingertips. 
While there are many pros to social media and 
technology, research is showing that social media can 
also impact a person’s mental health. 
   If you think about it, how quick are you to check 
your phone if a notification pops up? Or, how do you 
feel if you post something and you do not get a lot of 
responses? For many people, self-esteem and worth 
get validated through social media, which can be quite 
unhealthy. 
   Some research suggests that the longer someone is on 
social media, the likelihood that they feel lonely and 
anxious increases. Other research indicates that people 
have trouble interacting with other peers because they 
are so used to interacting through social media, that 
some of their basic communication skills are struggling. 
   Other risk factors with overuse of social media 
could be comparing our lives to others, jealousy, and 
loneliness. To assist with this problem, try turning off 
your notifications from popping up on your phone. Also, 
keep your phone off or on vibrate in another room when 
studying to enhance focus when studying. 
   For iPhone users, consider using the Screen Time 
settings to monitor how much time you are spending 
a day or even a week on your phone. It is important to 
set limits for how much time you are spending on your 
phone. Remember, there is a better chance of having a 
positive social interaction with someone in front of you, 
than on your screen or social media. 
   If you feel you are experiencing some concerns with 
your phone and social media usage, contact Counseling 
Services at 512-3032, or stop by our office at 4-331.

Sinclair Cares 
Counseling Services

Contributed by Eric Henderson

Noah Kihn

Noah Kihn

Henry Wolski

Henry Wolski

-  Bobbi
Culinary Arts

Don’t disrespect Thanksgiving! 
It’s a holiday too.

-  Sharon
Nursing

- Renley
Agricultural Sciences

I believe the proper time to 
begin Christmas celebrations is 

the day after Black Friday. 

- Mikey
Undecided

November 1st. After pumpkin 
spice season ends I’m ready.

I don’t really care about either 
holiday. I’ll still be stuck to this 
freaking wall. Nothing matters 

in my life. 
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Clarion Cartoons
La Vie de l’encre

Created by: 
Leo Walter

Samuel J. Claude
Reporter 

    If you venture out shopping in late 
October or early November, I dare you to 
find one supermarket without Christmas 
items on sale. Get into the holiday spirit 
early they often tell you in commercials. 
   My point is that despite the importance 
of holidays like Thanksgiving, Christmas 
always seems to overshadow any and 
every other holiday within the last three 
months of a year. 
   Once Halloween ends and the last 
Reese’s cup has been devoured, the 
Black Friday ads and Christmas music 
come pouring into stores and homes all 
across America. Even the Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving special joked about this 
phenomenon, and that came out in 1973! 
   So as you can see, this early celebration 
of Christmas has been occurring for years 

and doesn’t appear to 
be going away any time 
soon and personally, I 
don’t get it.
    Yes, some may 
consider me to be a 
scrooge, but I’ve never 
understood why people 
hang lights and put up a 
tree on Nov. 1. I always 
preferred to gradually 
ease into the holiday 
season. 
   While I enjoy 
Christmas just as much 

as any Who down in Whoville, I also 
enjoy activities like carving a one-
toothed smile on a pumpkin in October 
or the delightful time of reflection on 
Thanksgiving in November. 
After all, if you celebrate something too 
often, it loses a bit of its luster, doesn’t 
it? Yet for some reason, everyone always 
skips Thanksgiving and jumps straight to 
Christmas. 
   From the early decorations to the 
early advertising, all leading up to the 
MONSTER that is Black Friday, it seems 
like the Christmas craze has taken over 
both November and December. 
   But is this something worth 
complaining about, or am I just a grinch 
who lost his Christmas spirit? Well 
to answer the title question, we must 
consider both sides of the argument. 
   On one hand, experiencing yuletide 
joy early can be very fun. There’s a 

reason why so many people break out the 
Christmas albums every year. For one, 
there’s a lot to celebrate. 
   With Christmas taking on so many 
different meanings over the last hundred 
years, it’s difficult to cram all that 
cookie baking, church servicing, movie 
marathoning, gift giving, in-law tolerating 
fun into 25 measly days. 
   My family and I always deck the halls 
the day after Thanksgiving. However, 
that hasn’t prevented my mother from 
listening to Christmas music and 
watching Christmas movies every night 
since the first of November. Yes, the 
holiday spirit truly is infectious, is it not?
   But perhaps it’s too infectious. 
As I stated above, decking the halls 
prematurely is nothing new. However, 
people wanting to decorate and watch 
Christmas movies in November has 
only increased the commercialism of the 
precious holiday. 
   Again, the Charlie Brown Christmas 
special pointed out how commercial 
Christmas had become. Again, that 
observation was made in 1965. 
   In many ways, the itch to celebrate 
Christmas before Thanksgiving has 
opened the floodgates for companies 
to cash in on the holiday hype. With all 
the pre-Christmas deals and ads shoved 
in your face, it’s hard to take time to 
appreciate the reason for the season. 
   The biggest offense by far are those 
sales on Thanksgiving Day itself. Will 
people stop at nothing? And then, there’s 

Black Friday. The holiday dedicated to 
butchering the gratitude experienced on 
Thanksgiving with nothing but yuletide 
greed.  
   Rather than spending time at home 
preparing for the Christmas season, (or 
waiting for Cyber Monday) the day 
after Thanksgiving consists of people 
trampling over each other, getting into 
fights and going broke just to get that one 
sweater for that one relative who will 
wear it once, and ultimately outgrow it in 
ten month’s time. 
   Now before you send me loads of 
yuletide hate mail threatening to stab 
me with a candy cane, let me clarify one 
thing: I love Christmas. It truly is the 
most wonderful time of the year. A time 
where families reunite, memories are 
made, and everyone is generally more 
grace giving. 
   But the question remains, should we 
hold off on the Christmas hype? That 
friends, is ultimately up to you. We live in 
a nation where we are free to decide what 
we celebrate, and how we celebrate it, 
and in that truth lies the beautiful balance 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
   Thanksgiving is a time to reflect upon 
and be grateful for all of your blessings, 
and one of those blessings we all can be 
thankful for is the holiday season.    
   Whether you celebrate Christmas, 
Hanukkah or Kwanzaa, you possess the 
freedom to celebrate these holidays when 
and how you desire. And friends, that 
truly is something to be thankful for.  

My Voice: Do We Celebrate Christmas Too Early
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Across
1 Worked off nervous 

energy, say
6 Grounded fast jet
9 Like imitators
14 Maine town on the 

Penobscot
15 Letter after sigma
16 Food from heaven
17 Traditional Easter 

dinner
19 “... better __ 

worse”: wedding 
vow words

20 Wedding rental
21 “Not bad, not 

great”
22 Cuts anew
23 “In your dreams!”
25 Steinway seat, 

perhaps
27 Biological 

mapping subjects
29 By the seashore
30 Garden tool
31 Scientist Wernher 

__ Braun
32 Undercover agent
33 Ohio’s has wheat 

and arrows
38 Transmission type: 

Abbr.
41 Line on many a 

receipt
42 Hold (onto)
46 Take advance 

orders for
49 Colder than cold

51 Boating safety 
feature

53 Former couples
54 Curly-horned 

goats
55 Mama’s mama
57 Vietnam New Year
58 Renaissance fair 

garment
59 Glancing blow 

on the road, and a 
hint to the puzzle’s 
circles

61 Still soft, as 
concrete

62 Sci-fi vehicle
63 Golf targets
64 Jury members
65 Wooden pin
66 Wide-mouthed 

pitchers

Down
1 Canoe carrying
2 Turned on
3 Cajolery
4 Running trio?
5 Colon components
6 Equilibrium
7 Polynesian island 

nation
8 “Rub-a-dub-dub” 

vessel
9 Microscopic 

organism
10 Analyzes 

grammatically
11 Babies

12 Mt. Hood hood?
13 How scolding 

words may be 
spoken

18 Leisurely gait
22 ABC exec Arledge
24 Enemies
26 Cpls. and sgts.
28 Muscular 2017 

“Dancing With the 
Stars” competitor

31 Distress
34 Book of maps
35 Gymnast’s powder
36 Vatican vestment
37 Lounge (around)
38 Call it quits
39 Chicago 

newspaper
40 The “D” of 

“NORAD”
43 Silk or cashmere
44 Climbing vine
45 Snack cake maker 

with the Nasdaq 
symbol TWNK

47 More appealing
48 Spits out, as a 

DVD
49 Old salt
50 __ Reader: eclectic 

digest
52 Chef’s cutter
56 Tennis great Arthur
59 “How’s it 

hangin’?”
60 __ factor: 

impressive quality

Crossword Puzzle

Last Edition’s Solution

Sudoku Puzzle

Last Edition’s Solution

Warm Fall Day Car Repair

This day was heaven sent

Warm rays of sun, and autumn scents

And so was spent

Holding a wrench

Underneath a car on the end

Of jack stands, in garage, out of wind

In order to prevent

The winter’s coming cold ascent

From leaving frostbite on my skin

I flushed the heater core and then

Replaced the cabin filter, cleaned the 
vents,

Filled the radiator with coolant,

Checked the water pump for rends,

(The blower blew its air intense

To check it as the problem made no 
sense)

Found the thermostat was at its end,

Bought a new one, put it in

Now winter ready, the heat is steady

I’m feeling heady

Because my car is warm again

Matthew Raska

Poetry Pick
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The Clarion is accepting 
student poetry submissions! 

Send us an email at 
clarion.central@gmail.com 

to submit your work.

Linda C. Black Horoscopes: by Nancy Black. 
Distributed by MCT Information Services 

Horoscopes
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Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21  
A creative spark ignites. Collaborate to realize an 
inspiration. Be spontaneous, not reckless. Share 
the load with a trusted partner. Support and be 
supported.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21  
Physical action gets results. Keep practicing your 
moves. Hop into an unplanned opportunity without 
dropping responsibilities. Balance activity with rest 
and good food.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19  
Relax, and enjoy the company. Have fun with beloved 
people. Figure out what you want, and go for it. Take 
action for love.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18  
Take advantage of a valuable opportunity to advance 
a home improvement project. Get into a practical 
domestic phase. Actions taken now have long-term 
benefit.

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20  
Do more research. Have patience with temporary 
confusion. Edit, summarize and clarify 
communications. Learn voraciously. Creative 
efforts can advance in leaps and bounds.

Aries: March 21 – April 19  
Grab an unexpected income opportunity. The work 
you put in now pays off later. Quick action holds the 
door open for further profits and possibilities.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20  
You’re making a good impression. Dress with extra 
care. You might meet someone special today. Check 
your course, and then full speed ahead.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21  
Consider things from a higher perspective. Find a quiet 
spot for meditation, envisioning and creative planning. 
Avoid overstimulation or fussing. Nature restores your 
spirit.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22  
Teamwork gets through where one alone cannot. New 
opportunities arise in conversation. Social events and 
gatherings provide valuable connections. Follow up, and  
share thanks.

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22  
Tackle a professional test with eyes wide open. All 
isn’t as it appears. Take advantage of an unexpected 
opportunity. Get your crew to help out.

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22  
Take advantage of a unique chance to learn new 
tricks that appear along the road. Invest in education 
to support your long-term vision.

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23  
Collaborate for shared gain. Take coordinated action 
to increase resources. Avoid reckless spending. 
Practical efforts produce satisfying results. Make a 
strong financial move.

A�amark Weekl� Menu
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Flatbreads

Deli

Pizzazone

Grillzone

Soup

Guest
Qdoba Mexican 
Grill

Lee’s Famous 
Recipe Chicken

Panda Express Gyro Palace

Turkey Chili/Hearty 
Chicken Gumbo

Turkey Chili/Pasta 
Fagioli Soup

Turkey Chili/Ched-
dar Bacon Potato 
Chowder

Turkey Chili/Vegeta-
ble Rice Soup

Turkey Chili/Lemon 
Garlic Chicken Soup

Mushroom & Swiss 
Burger

Avocado Ranch Crispy 
Chicken Sandwich

All-American Garden-
burger

Grilled Reuben Grilled Lemon-Herb 
Striped Pangasius

Meat Lover’s Pizza Margherita Pizza BBQ Chicken Pizza Grilled Vegetable 
Pizza

Sausage Pizza

Thanksgiving Panini/
Thai Chicken Wrap

Thanksgiving Panini/
Thai Chicken Wrap

Thanksgiving Panini/
Thai Chicken Wrap

Thanksgiving Panini/
Thai Chicken Wrap

Thanksgiving Panini/
Thai Chicken Wrap

Cheesy Sun-Dried 
Tomato Melt/Turkey 
& Cheddar Melt

Cheesy Sun-Dried 
Tomato Melt/Turkey 
& Cheddar Melt

Cheesy Sun-Dried 
Tomato Melt/Turkey 
& Cheddar Melt

Cheesy Sun-Dried 
Tomato Melt/Turkey 
& Cheddar Melt

Cheesy Sun-Dried 
Tomato Melt/Turkey 
& Cheddar Melt

This Week’s Riddle:

   If you are in a room that has no windows and 
no doors with only a mirror and table, how do 
you get out?

Last Week’s Answer:

   A Star!



Nov. 20th – Dec. 3rdPage 12

STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Bring all CD’s DVD’s and supplemental materials purchased with your textbooks. 

Sinclair Community College Bookstore 

bookstore.sinclair.edu 
Downtown Bookstore (Building 7) 

Mon - Thur, Dec. 3rd - Dec. 6th from 8:30am to 7:00pm 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mason Campus 
Wed, Dec. 5th from 8:30am to 5:00pm 


