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Matt Sells
Executive Editor 

Sinclair Community College 
could be one of the community 
colleges in Ohio allowed to offer 
bachelor's degrees.

This news came on Friday, Jan. 
30 when Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor and 
Chancellor of the Ohio Board of 
Regents John Carey spoke at the 8th 
Annual Sinclair Strategic Outlook 
Symposium, which was held in 
Building 12.

Twenty other states already offer 
four-year degrees at community 
colleges, including California and 
neighboring Indiana. The proposal 
is all a part of Gov. Kasich’s new 
budget proposal and higher educa-
tion initiative. 

“One of the most important [is-
sues] for Ohioans is helping them 
get a job,”Taylor said.

If state lawmakers approve this 
proposal, it would allow community 
colleges to offer degrees that would 
help fill local technical jobs. Com-
munity colleges would be required 
to work with four-year universities 
within a 30-mile radius to develop 
programs to be offered as four-year 
degrees.

“If we want to be successful with 
higher education in Ohio, we really 
need to work together,” Carey said.

 “If a university in the area is 
unable to offer the degree, Ohio’s 
community colleges should and 
will be able to step up and fill that 
workplace need for local employers," 
Taylor said.

The Inter-University Council and 
the president and CEO of the Ohio 
Association of Community Col-
leges, Jack Hershey, is on board with 
the proposal.

“The provisions that would allow 
community colleges to, in limited 
circumstances, step in and award 
bachelor’s degrees in applied fields 
would fulfill workforce needs identi-
fied by local employers in cases 
where public universities do not 
have the resources or ability to do 
so,” said Hershey.

Clark State University President 
Jo Alice Blondin said in a Spring-
field News-Sun report that health 
care management, cybersecu-
rity, applied engineering, applied 
agriculture and manufacturing 
were among the programs that may 
become four-year degree programs 
at Clark State. 

The types of programs that could 
be offered at Sinclair are yet to be 
determined.

Heather Lanigan
Reporter  

I know, I know, Valentine’s 
Day is one of those holidays you 
either love or hate. But don’t 
fret, friends, I have got some 
ideas for you whether you’ve got 
a date or are going solo. 

This year, Valentine’s Day 
falls on a Saturday, and that 
makes it a great date night. But 
instead of making it just another 
date night, why not make it 
something special, for your 
someone special? Cincinnati has 
some great events going on in 
honor of Valentine’s Day. 

On Friday, Feb. 13, The Krohn 
Conservatory has a special 
Spring Show by Candlelight and 
will have special crafts for you 
and your date.

If your date loves some John 
Travolta and Olivia Newton-
John, why not check out Grease 
Sing-Along, showing at the 
Esquire Theater in Cincinnati? 
Leather jackets and poodle 
skirts are encouraged!

Is your date more into the 
performing arts? The Cincinnati 
Ballet will be performing Alice 
in Wonderland at The Aronoff 
Center, Feb. 13-15.

Fountain Square Ice Rink in 
Cincinati, as well as Riverscape 
Ice Rink in Dayton, will be 
having a Valentine’s Day Skate 
with music and prizes.

For those of you who are solo 
this Valentine’s Day and are 
planning on hanging out with 
friends or family, don’t worry! 
Here are a few great ideas for 
everyone to enjoy:

• Visit Laser Web in West 
Chester for a couple of games of 
laser tag with friends.

• Go midnight bowling with 
the crew.

• Have a fun card game night. 
Apples to Apples or Cards 
Against Humanity are a couple 
of my favorites.

• Visit the always-delicious 
Melting Pot, which is having 
special prices on their food Feb. 
12-15. 

• Have a night in and watch 
Netf lix.

W hatever your plans may be 
make sure you enjoy yourself, be 
safe and have fun!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Gabrielle Sharp
Managing Editor

Madman or genius? The opinions 
are endless when talking about Banksy, 
Britain’s street artist and activist. 

Whether you think his work is art 
or merely graffiti, Banksy displays his 
masterpieces publicly on walls, bridges 
and streets throughout the world. 

In 2010, Banksy successfully made 
the list of the world’s 100 most influen-
tial people, according to Time maga-
zine. His works combine dark humor 
with social commentary to showcase 
his distinct graffiti style on city streets. 

In order to reduce time, Banksy 
started using stencils featuring con-
troversial and humorous images and 
slogans. Many of his works have anti-
establishment and anti-war foci. 

“I realized I had to cut my painting 
time in half or give it up altogether,” 
Banksy said in an interview with author 
Tristan Manco. “As soon as I cut my 
first stencil, I could feel the power there. 
I also like the political edge. All graffiti 
is low-level dissent, but stencils have an 
extra history. They’ve been used to start 
revolutions and to stop wars.”

In an interview with the organization 
Pest Control, Banksy said there’s a new 
audience in the world, and art belongs 
to people now. 

“You don’t have to go to college, drag 
’round a portfolio, mail off transparen-
cies to snooty galleries or sleep with 
someone powerful; all you need now 
is a few ideas and a broadband connec-
tion,” Banksy said. “This is the first time 
the essentially bourgeois world of art 
has belonged to the people. We need to 
make it count.”

According to The New Yorker, many 
people view graffiti as trashy. Denise 
James, director of Bristol Clean and 
Green, said many young kids are start-
ing to view Banksy as their hero. 

“It annoys me, it frustrates me, be-
cause it’s just so ugly. All these little lads 
look at Banksy the way the youngsters 
who are into football (soccer) look at 

Beckham,” James said. 
Many graffiti artists, according to 

Banksy, view their artwork as cave 
paintings. 

“Imagine a city where graffiti wasn’t 
illegal, a city where everybody could 
draw wherever they liked,” Banksy said. 
“Where the street was awash with a mil-
lion colors and little phrases . . . A city 
that felt like a party where everyone was 
invited, not just the estate agents and 
barons of big business.”

In an interview with Lauren Collins, 
writer for The New Yorker, Banksy said 
he thought it was easier when he was an 
underdog. 

Matt Summers & 
Gabrielle Sharp
Clarion Staff

Although marijuana is now legal 
in Washington and Colorado, 
Loretta Lynch is not willing to 
budge an inch on her stance on 
making it federally illegal. Lynch, 
who is Obama’s nominee for the 
next Attorney General, is absolutely 
against marijuana even though 
Obama said it is no more dangerous 
than alcohol, according to an article 
in The Washington Times. 

“I think the president was speak-
ing from his personal experience 
and personal opinion, neither of 
which I’m able to share, but I can 
tell you that not only do I not sup-
port the legalization of marijuana, 

it is not the position of the Depart-
ment of Justice currently to sup-
port the legalization. Nor would 
it be the position should I become 
confirmed as attorney general,” said 
Lynch.

Before her response, President 
Obama interviewed with David 
Remnick and said that the drug was 
comparable to alcohol. 

 “As has been well documented, 
I smoked pot as a kid, and I view it 
as a bad habit and a vice, not very 
different from the cigarettes that 
I smoked as a young person up 
through a big chunk of my adult 
life,” President Obama said. 

 For the states that have con-
sidered legalizing or already have 
legalized it, their headache won’t 
go away once Eric Holder leaves, as 

Lynch shares a very similar stance 
against marijuana. According to the 
Washington Times, some mari-
juana advocates feel that Lynch 
was just putting on a show in front 
of republicans just to make sure 
that she gets to be the next attorney 
general. 

“Quite a few of my members were 
expressing concern and nervous-
ness,” said Michael Elliott, execu-
tive director of the Colorado Mari-
juana Industry Group. “But I’m not 
sure we could have expected much 
more than we just heard. Even the 
president, who came out saying that 
marijuana is no more dangerous as 
alcohol, is also on the record as be-
ing against legalization.”

 Clarion Staff

Image courtesy of higherperspective.com

Nominee for next Attorney General, Loretta Lynch, said legalization of marijuana could be reversed.
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The objective of the game is to 
fill all the blank squares in a game 
with the correct numbers. There 
are three very simple constraints to 
follow. In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku 
game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must 

include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 through 
9 in any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 
9 by 9 square must include all 
digits 1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins with 

some squares already filled in, and 
the difficulty of each game is due 
to how many squares are filled in. 
The more squares that are known, 
the easier it is to figure out which 
numbers go in the open squares. 

As you fill in squares correctly, op-
tions for the remaining squares are 
narrowed and it becomes easier to 
fill them in.

Sudoku Tips: Start by looking 
for numbers that occur frequently 
in the initial puzzle. For example, 
say you have a lot of 5’s in the 
initial puzzle. Look for the 3x3 box 
where there is no 5. Look for 5’s 
in other rows and columns that 
can help you eliminate where the 
5 might go in that box. If there 
is a 5 in column’s 1 and 2, then 
there can’t be a 5 anywhere else 
in either of those columns. You 
know then that whatever leftmost 
3x3 box that is missing a 5 must 
have it go in column 3. If you can 
eliminate all the possibilities in that 
box except for 1 square, you’ve 
got it down!

Across 
1 Three-volume biography of 
Winston Churchill
12 Summer, at times
15 Reversible chemical process
16 Material flaw
17 Collectible late-'50s auto
18 Mattel game since 1992
19 Inventing initials
20 Almost null?

21 Dodges
23 Four-time All-Star Oriole 
outfielder Jones
25 Former prime minister who 
grew up in Milwaukee
27 Raise
28 Certain red giant
30 One often looking down
32 File, for one
33 54-Across holder
35 Lucrative venture

37 They don't sound as 
welcoming as they are
41 Bolivian president Evo
42 Net
44 Blues musician Mahal
45 NASCAR Hall of Fame locale: 
Abbr.
46 Go (through)
48 Goes for
52 Capturer's triumphant words
54 33-Across filler

56 Cheer
57 Tannery output
59 Smoke, perhaps
61 Fr. title
62 "... and the __ below / As hush 
as death": "Hamlet"
63 Asset disposal option
66 Original "Burn Notice" airer
67 Bank counter convenience
68 Rx notation
69 Runoff facilitators

Down
1 Haberdashery item
2 Beginners with boards
3 Put on a throne
4 Author Harper
5 Wheelbarrow feature
6 Open-weave fabric
7 Old Scottish officials
8 Capital on the Grand River

9 Like Dvorák's Symphony 
No. 8
10 Fancy molding
11 Audacity
12 Well target
13 Organ with scales
14 Followers
22 Would-be designer, perhaps
24 Had an impact
26 Basic rental

29 Who's sorry now
31 Smudge
34 Alphabetical orders?
36 Literary count, familiarly
37 Loiters
38 "For certain"
39 Regulatory legal association
40 Breeze (through)
43 Hard-to-define influence
47 Platitude

49 Shilling spender
50 2003 Mark Twain Prize for 
American Humor recipient
51 Marinates
53 Honey beverages
55 Sci-fi figure
58 Haggis ingredient
60 Start of an intermission?
64 USCG rank
65 Federal benefits org.

Lipstick Mystic: love forecast By Jennifer Shepherd  
Distributed by MCT Information Services 
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Three Bean Chili Three Bean Chili Three Bean Chili Three Bean Chili Three Bean Chili

SI
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M
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 2 Oriental Beef Noodle 
Soup

Cheddar Cauliflower 
Soup

Oriental Beef Noodle 
Soup

Southwest Potato 
Soup

Turkey Soup With 
Brown Rice

Southwest Potato 
Soup

Turkey Soup With 
Brown Rice
Pasta Fagioli

Sauerkraut Kielbasa 
Soup

Pasta Fagioli

H
O

M
E

Asiago Chicken 
Baked Potato Bar

Homestyle Mashed 
Potatoes

Steamed Red Potatoes
Green Beans Amandine

Steamed Brussels 
Sprouts

Spaghetti With Meat 
Sauce

Fish Tacos
Cilantro Lime Rice

White Rice
Orange Glazed Carrots

Fresh Zucchini

Fisherman's Platter - 
Fish, Shrimp & Clams

Rotisserie-Style 
Chicken

Scalloped Potatoes
Steak Fries

Broccoli & Cauliflower
Spicy Garlic Spinach

Grilled Chicken Fajitas
Beef Lasagna
Garden Salad

Mexi-Rice
Chile-Roasted Corn

White Rice

Asian Wok
pick 3

Steamed Rice

AS
IA

N
ZO

N
E 

Szechuan Beef General Tso's Chicken
Chicken or Vegetable 

Lo Mein
Stir Fry

Pick any 3 combo 
Friday

PI
ZZ

A
ZO

N
E

Meatball Parmesan 
Melt

Four Cheese Stromboli Meat Lover's Calzone
Chicken bacon Ranch 

Calzone
Specialty Pizza

SI
ZZ

LE Grilled Cheese with 
Bacon and Tomato

Grilled Ham & Cheese 
Sandwich

Bacon, Tomato & 
Cheese Sandwich

Tuna & Cheddar Melt Tuna & Cheddar Melt

W
R

AP Thai Chicken Wrap Thai Chicken Wrap Thai Chicken Wrap Thai Chicken Wrap Thai Chicken Wrap

February 10, 2015  
Sinclair Talks:

History Career Day 
Library Loggia  

11:00 a.m. to noon

February 12, 2015 
Sinclair Talks:  

MLA Style and Format 
Library 7L03  

noon to 1:00 p.m.

February 10, 2015  
How Business Students Can 

Find Internships, Scholarships, 
and College Transfers 

Building 2, Room 2-334 
noon to 1:00 p.m. 

February 13, 2015 
Sinclair Talks: 

How to Slay the 
Public Speaking Dragon

Library Loggia  
noon to 1:00 p.m.

February 10, 2015  
Sinclair Talks:

 Equality Ohio - Why Marriage 
Matters

Library Loggia
noon to 1:00 p.m. 

February 14, 2015
Basketball vs. Lakeland 

The women's team plays at 2:00 p.m. 
The men's team plays at 4:00 p.m.

Building 8 Gym

February 11, 2015  
Health Sciences Career & 

Transfer Fair 
Building 12, Great Hall
1:00p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

February 12,13,14 
Sinclair Theatre presents 

 Red Herring 
Blair Hall Theatre, Building 2

Feb. 12 at 7 p.m.
Feb. 13 at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 14 at 8 p.m.
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Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18  
A bouncy sun is putting you in a silly and playful mood. You'll 
want to tell jokes, perform, or create a work of art. Or you'll enjoy 
sharing funny stories with your friends, family and significant 
other. Spread some light and laughter.

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20  
You'll be great at solving problems this week, thanks to a 
perceptive moon. And you'll be able to analyze situations from 
your past to figure out what went wrong. It's a good time to ac-
cess insight about those relationships that didn't work out.

Aries: March 21 – April 19  
A moon opposition is telling you to take it easy. Don't put a lot of 
pressure on yourself or on your sweetheart. Chill out and relax. 
It's time to catch up on some movies you haven't had a chance to 
see or enjoy some other light entertainment.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20  
Romance will be full of surprises as the sun stirs up some excite-
ment. Maybe you'll discover that somebody in your circle has a 
big crush on you. What will you do about it? Or you could start 
some sort of adventure with your long-time love.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21  
You're likely to feel overextended as the moon pulls you in too many 
directions. Don't try to be everything to everybody. You might need 
to ration the time you spend on each person or each task so you can get 
everything done.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22  
You might be attracted to someone far more daring and outgoing than 
you are. It is true that opposites often attract, although that doesn't 
mean that you will get along with that person in the long-term. Venus 
says it could be worth testing the waters.

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23  
You could receive some good news as the sun triggers a break-
through. Maybe you'll get a raise or a promotion. Others are 
starting to notice your skills, which is great. Or perhaps you'll 
find out that the love of your life returns your feelings. It's all 
good.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21  
Don't let minor annoyances turn you cranky and negative. A moon 
square is heightening your desire to complain, but don't ruin 
everybody else's day. Release stress by working out, walking your 
dog or spending down time with your sweetheart.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21  
Jupiter is making you lucky just now. It's time to do something 
crazy and take a risk. Buy a lottery ticket. Apply for a high-
paying job that you're not even qualified for. Ask that gorgeous 
guy or stunning girl out for a hot date.

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22  
Mercury, your planetary ruler, finally goes direct this week. This 
will give you a much-needed dose of confidence. If you have a 
job interview or a hot date planned, expect it to go well since you 
will be at your best. You'll easily charm others.

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22  
You're ready to make a move as Jupiter fills you with energy. 
Maybe you'll make a wild proposal to your honey and take your 
relationship to the next step. Or maybe it's time to start dating 
again after a long time spent alone. Go for it.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19  
You'll need to listen to your intuition as the moon reminds you that 
there are many unseen influences affecting your love relationship. 
If you get the sense that your honey needs something from you, 
give it without hesitation.
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Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21  
Don't let minor annoyances turn you cranky and negative. A moon 
square is heightening your desire to complain, but don't ruin 
everybody else's day. Release stress by working out, walking your 
dog or spending down time with your sweetheart.

Jamez Duty
Reporter 

 The new cast and crew of 
Michael Hollinger’s Red Her-
ring are hard at work, rehears-
ing in the Black Box Theatre.

The comedy with a six-
person cast takes place in 
the1950s during the campaign 
of Dwight Eisenhower, the 
creation of the H-bomb and 
the middle of the Red Scare. 
Intertwined in the comedy are 
a murder mystery, three love 
stories and a nuclear espio-
nage.

The plot follows Maggie 
Pelletier as she works hard 
to solve the murder of a man 
found dead in a Boston harbor. 

“It’s a comedy,” Says Nelson 
Sheeley, who directs the 
six-person cast. “The murder 
is purely coincidental, in that 
respect it’s a classic murder 
mystery – try to figure out who 
did it before we tell you – but 
it’s all for fun.”

Sheeley graduated from Yale 
with a master’s in fine arts, and 
has used his talents to enhance 
the gifted cast that take their 
roles on stage. “I usually tell 
the cast where to move and get 
out of the way,” Sheeley said 
with a laugh, “or nudge them 
back on – that’s not the case 
with this crew.”

 To maintain a realistic 
setting, playwright Michael 
Hollinger made sure to 
incorporate details of the era 
including a televised broadcast 
of the Eisenhower campaign 
and references to I Love Lucy. 
“There are all manners of 
reference to the 50s in the 
play, from shows to language. 
Clothing and hair will also be 
based upon the fashions of the 
time,” Sheeley said.

Jessica Zula plays the part 
of Maggie Pelletier, Boston 
detective. 

“What is challenging about 
playing Maggie is she has this 
masculine, tough exterior, 
but she still has some girlier 
qualities so it takes practice to 
balance the two,” she said. 

Zula previously played in 
A Flea in Her Ear and Pride 
and Prejudice, both Sinclair 
productions.

 “The accents take some 
time. There are so many char-

acters with so many different 
accents that it can become 
tough not letting their accent 
slip into another character,” 
Sheeley said. 

Zula admitted that she has 
to keep herself from using the 
accents of other characters 
while on stage. Various accents 
– Russian, Boston with a hint 
of country – were projected 
throughout the dark Black 
Box theatre as characters from 
varying parts of the world 
took center stage. To maintain 
realistic speech of her own, 
Zula goes through numerous 
Boston words before each 
rehearsal to pick up the accent.

 “I try to challenge myself,” 
Zula said about practicing the 
role of a 1950s woman. “I take 
some inspiration from Law 
and Order, and give it per-
sonal spin. The phrase ‘Let me 
rephrase the question’ is said 
repeatedly, and I try to empha-
size that because it usually sets 
up for an important moment 
with another character on 
stage – it’s a way of drawing 
focus.”

Kira Miller, who previ-
ously starred in Bare, reprises 
another motherly role in Red 
Herring as Mrs. McCarthy. 
“I love this performance,” she 
said. “The accents, movements 

and mannerisms – it’s fun, I 
love character work.”

Miller previously acted in 
Pride and Prejudice, A Flea in 
Her Ear and Bare. 

“This play is highly comedic 
unlike my previous plays,” 
she said. Visual displays in 
the forms of boxes, crates and 
tables were moved about amid 
an array of scene changes, as a 
setting was slowly being built 
to replicate bedrooms, bridal 
shops and harbors. Each piece 
brings a sense of humor to the 
already comedic production.

Miller also takes on the role 
of two other characters, one 
being Mrs. Kravitz. “It can be 
tough – you have to differenti-
ate between your roles,” Miller 
said. “Of course the audience 
knows it’s you in each role so 
you have to make each charac-
ter distinct so they know who’s 
who when you’re on stage.”

 The performance is from 
Fridays and Saturdays 
February 6-14 at 8 p.m. and a 
Thursday performance with 
spaghetti dinner on Feb. 12 at 
7:00 p.m. in Blair Hall Theatre.

 Tickets are $18 adults and 
$15 for students/seniors. No 
children under 6 admitted to 
this performance.

 Tickets are available at: 
www.sinclair.edu/tickets.

Zoe Hurley
Reporter 

On Feb. 17, an open-mic 
event will be held by the 
Campus Activities Board in 
the stage area of  Building 
8, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. The theme of the event 
will be ‘Battle of the Sexes’ 
but the topic as a whole will 
be how men and women use 
mobile and social media 
differently. 

“Open mic has always 
been a thing here at Sin-
clair,” Mar’shell Crosby, a 
member of CAB, said. Cros-
by said that these Open Mic 
events have been happening 
for a few years now. The 
idea for the event came 
along while Crosby and her 
friends were talking. 

“A group of friends of 
mine were sitting in the 
office talking, when the 
idea came up that we should 
have a battle of the sexes 
and we should have it on an 
open mic,” Crosby said. 

She said a battle of the 
sexes is a great and fun 
theme–we’re always getting 
into arguments like “girls 
do this and boys do that.”

“So why not make that 
the theme of the next open 
mic, since there wasn’t a 
theme for it yet,” she said.

She said she hopes the 
event is successful so it will 
be a monthly event.  

“When people think of 
open mic, they think of 
singing, dancing, you know, 
some form of entertain-
ment,” Crosby said. “When 
I think of open mic… it is 
literally an open mic. You 
can talk, discuss issues of 
today, of yesterday, you can 
still do dance and music, 
but I feel like we are in a 
more professional setting 
for being on [a college cam-
pus]. We’re old enough to 
sit down and have mature 
conversations about any-
thing.” 

Crosby said the topic is 
aimed toward the differ-
ences of social media: male 
vs. female. “Specifically, 
this one is due to social me-
dia, and how we use social 
media differently. A lot of 
guys I talk to, they use it for 
sports and entertainment. 
Girls are more sociable, 
they use it to chat with their 
friends,” Crosby said.  

Crosby said she’s expect-
ing 15 to 20 people to show 
up to this event. 

“Every open mic is dif-
ferent, it ranges from 10 to 
30 people,” Crosby said. “If 
more people show up each 
month, then it will definite-
ly make it a monthly thing.” 

CAB is trying to find oth-
er ways to engage students 
in activities on campus. 
This event is just to elicit 
an awareness of the sexes at 

Sinclair. 
 “In our own little cliques, 

we all go out with the girls 
and are all like ‘oh my 
God look at the way she’s 
dressed’, and we think be-
ing a girl or a woman, we 
think guys must like that 
but in reality they think the 
exact same thing,” Crosby 
said. 

She said her main goal is 
just for the whole event to 
be fun. 

Any student on campus 
is allowed to come and par-
ticipate in the event. Crosby 
said if it gets bigger, and 
more people start coming 
to these open mics, it’ ll be 
open to the public. 

“We want to get people 
engaged on campus first, 
before we start bringing in 
people from outside [the 
school],” Crosby said.

There will be a sign-up 
sheet outside of CAB’s 
office in Building 8 room 
025. Students will have the 
option to choose a time to 
talk during the event. 

“You’ll talk at this specif-
ic time about this specific 
topic … but it is actually an 
open mic, so however you 
feel, if something triggers 
for you at that moment, 
then say it,” Crosby said.

For more information about 
any events and/or CAB, visit 
Building 8, room 025.

Victoria Givens | Clarion Staff

A typical cutline is about 2 lines, and describes a photo/article.

“This is a collaborative 
process between 
community colleges and 
four-year universities,” 
said Murka.  “It is much 
too early to be announcing 
what degree programs 
will be offered as no one 
has had an opportunity 
to fully engage in those 
conversations since last 
Friday’s announcement.

“By July of this year, we 
will have completed our 
due diligence and will 

have more to say on the 
matter.”

Sinclair conducted a 
survey of 700 students 
where 73 percent thought 
that this proposal was a 
great idea. 

“It is possible that more 
surveying and studying 
would be done as we move 
forward,” said Murka.

Sinclair President Steve 
Johnson told the Dayton 
Business Journal that the 
university is researching 
the possibilities of the new 
program. 

“Sinclair is already 
moving to explore the 
feasibility of offering 
bachelor’s degrees and 
will study this issue very 
carefully and prudently,” 
said Johnson. 

“We have spoken to 
senior leaders with our 
university partners and 
will be looking to find 
solutions that make sense 
and expand opportunities 
for students and the 
great institutions of 
higher education in our 
community.”

SCC continued from front
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Hope Houston 
reporter  

In the modeling industry, 
the phrase, “plus-size,” has 
rarely been synonymous with 
back fat, belly rolls, batwings, 
double chins, or really 
anything large and in charge, 
but that all is changing. All 
thanks to a model named Tess 
Holliday. 

To say I am happy to hear 
this news, as a fellow owner of 
some chub and chunkiness, is 
a HUGE understatement, but 
my excitement, unfortunately, 
falls within the minority.  

The buxom Holliday—

formerly Munster—was 
signed to MiLK Model 
Management in late January, 
as the first model of her size at 
a mainstream agency. A U.S. 
size 22, she stands at just 5’5”, 
but still manages to slay. 

Her signing has sent 
crashing waves throughout 
the modeling community 
and national news circuit. 
Immediately following her 
announcement, Holliday 
landed interviews with CBS, 
NPR and People Magazine, 
just to name a few, and used 
each as a platform to spread 
the concept of body positivity.

Holliday is already 
an inspiration to many, 
and champions size-
acceptance through her 
#Eff YourBeautyStandards 
social media campaign, 
which advocates swapping 
society’s difficult-to-attain 
beauty standards for improved 
mental health, heightened 
happiness, and a wealth of 
self-love. 

For fellow members of the 
plus-size community, Holliday 
and her campaign represent 

the antithesis to what so many 
regard as social truth: fatness 
and beauty never run in the 
same circles. 

In fact, she visually 
represents what so many of 
us either already live or crave 
to feel everyday: confidence, 
beauty and value without 
reservations or contingency, 
despite what society so often 
says. 

Yet, even with such a 
positive message, Holliday’s 
recent signing has come with 
great controversy. 

And, a quick glance 
at Holliday’s Instagram 
exemplifies this very fact while 
also illuminating the upsetting 
pervasiveness of the social 
untruth I just mentioned.

Fatphobia is in fashion.  
Holliday’s posts—

especially her most recent—
have spawned legions of 
health-concern trolls with 
degrees in Google from the 
University of Web M.D., who 
believe they are qualified to 
cite blood panel results and 
fatal diagnoses without one 
minutia of testing or scientific 

data. 
Too often, this “concern” 

is predicated with slurs and 
shaming. Commenters often 
herald that it is merely a matter 
of days before Holliday keels 
over and dies from a heart 
attack in her suit of blubber.

 This doesn’t sound much 
like concern or her sister, 
compassion, to me. 

Others are far less 
diplomatic in their critiques. 
Some say Holliday is 
glorifying obesity by casting 
it in a positive, beautiful, 
soft-focused light, and the rest 
reduce her to ugly yo-mama 
jokes, time and again casting 
her humanity aside. 

As a fellow fat person—yes, 
I said it, FAT—I know all 
too well the hatred to which 
Holliday is subjected. And, if 
anything needs thinning, it’s 
this. 

The aforementioned 
legions with their torches and 
pitchforks have attacked my 
own social media accounts 
many of times. 

From selfies on Instagram 
to clothing haul videos on 

YouTube, nothing—not even 
the most unrelated content—
is safe, and complete, random 
strangers have told me time 
and time again that I am 
disgusting, despicable, and 
not worth love or happiness. 

I’ve been told that it isn’t the 
Great Depression anymore 
and that I can surely afford a 
treadmill in this day and age. 
Yeah, I wish I was kidding, 
too.

I’ve encountered the 
screaming of all-caps, 
declaring I glorify obesity in 
my epitomization of all that’s 
gross and sick-nasty, in which 
I am frequently reduced to a 
stereotype of the McDonald’s 
-loving glutton, who has a 
penchant for dirtiness and 
dying.

It’s sixth grade all over 
again. 

Except this time, I’m 
laughing, too, because I 
now see this for what it is: 
desperation.

But here’s the real punch 
line: as a millennial twenty-
something, I am doing 
nothing any different than 

those of my generation 
with our selfies, hashtags, 
and videos. I am merely 
documenting my life like most 
millennials do. 

My documentation, 
however, like Holliday’s, 
is fundamentally different 
from my thinner peers to a 
significant portion of our 
populace. My existence, 
and further, my visibility 
as a plus-size person just 
agitate some people beyond 
comprehension, most of who 
are adults and not bullies on 
the schoolyard.

But why, though? What is 
so upsetting about a fat gal’s 
selfies? What is so angering 
about a message as simple and 
universal as “love yourself”?

I believe this is because I 
have what those who shame 
me most never have had and 
yet still covet: inner peace. 
And, that deficit leads to 
desperation.

Through my journey as a fat 
kid, I had to learn on a curve 
much swifter than that of my 
thinner peers, in order to see 
my beauty and my worth. 

... is the Clarion’s weekly opinion column centered on social justice issues 
that affect our lives individually and universally. Its author, Hope Houston, 

seeks to bring light to our country’s status quo on social and political 
issues.  Stay tuned for more commentary next week.

“My opinion on abortion – it's not going to happen. It's wrong to kill a 
human being.”

Kristina Claborn, 
OTA

“I think people have the right to choose, I don’t think it should be 
used as birth control.”

Kelly Wiggins 
Business Management

“You should have the right to choose,whether you want to or 
not.”

Meghan Kemp
Business Management

Lowell Wagner
Associate Editor

Abortion is not and should 
not be a crime. There are many 
reasons why a woman may 
choose to terminate a fetus, but 
there should be no law imped-
ing her ability to make her own 
decisions with her body. 

I personally don’t know if it 
is morally right or wrong, but is 
that my choice to decide? 

I am a man. I will never know 
what it is like to carry a baby 
inside of me, never know what it 
feels like to have it kick, or move, 
or any of the wonderful gifts 
that an expectant mother will 
experience. 

I think it is absolute insan-
ity that a small section of our 
society thinks that they can tell 
another person what to do with 
their body. 

I completely understand these 
people’s stance on the subject; 
for some, it has do with their 
religious beliefs, and that’s fine, 
but my understanding is that 
God is the only one who can 
make a decision when it comes 

to whether or notsomeone is 
to be judged for a so-called sin. 
He/She/It has the ultimate 
power not us. 

Do I know if it’s wrong or not? 
No, I have no idea, but I am pro 
choice. It may be time, like for 
so many other issues we have, 
to realize that maybe we should 
agree to disagree. 

I imagine if it becomes illegal 
to terminate a fetus we could 
have the same issues with abor-
tion that we have had in the past. 
I, for one, do not want a woman 
to find it necessary to end a 
pregnancy in an unsafe way; a 
woman who is determined to 
end a pregnancy will do it in any 
manner she sees fit. 

Is it fair for us to say, “Hey, 
this is illegal, and we don’t care if 
you want to do it or not”? 

This unnamed woman will 
take it upon herself in possibly 
an unsanitary environment 
and end the pregnancy in her 
unskilled hands. Shouldn’t we 
see compassion instead of hate? 
This woman may  accidentally 
end her own life, due to unfore-
seen complications.  

Look at everything that is 
currently illegal. Does it stop 
illegal activity? Of course it 
doesn’t. 

People still find ways around 
the law. I just worry that if we 
make it illegal or we shun or look 
down upon those who decide 
it’s the right choice for them, it 
makes us selfish and shows how 
little compassion we have. The 
world truly does not need more 
hate; we need more love. 

Let’s leave the choice of what’s 
right or wrong in the tentacles/
paws/hands of whatever higher 
power you believe in.

Reporting and photos by Lowell Wagner

The ideal candidate is 
self-motivated, well-organized, 
dependable, and has excellent 
communication and computer 
skills. 
 
• Must take at least 6 credit
   hours per semester 
• Must have at least 2.0 GPA
• Business majors preferred

The distribution coordinator 
distributes the Clarion every 
week. The coordinator also 
maintains the newspaper racks 
and works five to six hours a 
week during the quarter.

• Must be available on Monday  
  and Wednesday afternoons
•Must be able lift at least 20  
  pounds and walk or stand for 
  30 minutes or more

Reporters normally write one 
story per issue.  Reporters 
need to have a basic 
knowledge of journalism.

• Must take at least 6 credit 
  hours per semester 
• Must have at least 2.0 GPA
  Journalism, Communication and  
  English majors preferred
• Must be available for an hour- 
  long orientation on journalistic   
  writing

Graphic Designers are in 
charge of laying out the stories 
in the paper and creating 
additional pieces needed.

• Must take at least 6 credit 
  hours per semester 
• Must have at least 2.0 GPA
  Visual Communications
  majors only
• Must have previous knowledge  
  of InDesign, Illustrator, and  
  Photoshop

Listed below are our current position openings and requirements: 

Clarion Staff

Cydney Huewe,
OTA

“I honestly view abortion as premeditated murder because they are 
actively thinking about killing a baby, who has a heartbeat. So, I don’t 
understand how people can do that—kill an innocent being—but not 
get charged the same as people who go and kill grown human beings.”

Weston Baker, 
Undecided

“ I am under the impression if it's dangerous to keep the baby then it is 
under the mother's discretion to keep it or not.” 
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with our selfies, hashtags, 
and videos. I am merely 
documenting my life like 
most millennials do. 

My documentation, 
however, like Holliday’s, 
is fundamentally different 
from my thinner peers to a 
significant portion of our 
populace. My existence, 
and further, my visibility 
as a plus-size person just 
agitate some people beyond 
comprehension, most of who 
are adults and not bullies on 
the schoolyard.

But why, though? What 
is so upsetting about a fat 
gal’s selfies? What is so 
angering about a message as 
simple and universal as “love 
yourself”?

I believe this is because I 
have what those who shame 
me most never have had and 
yet still covet: inner peace. 
And, that deficit leads to 
desperation.

Through my journey as 
a fat kid, I had to learn on a 
curve much swifter than that 
of my thinner peers, in order 
to see my beauty and my 
worth. 
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“Dear Gabby” is written by Managing Editor, Gabrielle Sharp. The views and advice expressed in “Dear Gabby” replies are solely the opinion of Gabrielle Sharp. They are not reflective of the Clarion or Sinclair 
Community College. Gabrielle Sharp is not a professional counselor, and her advice shouldn’t be taken as such. If you think you are in danger of hurting yourself or others, please visit a professional counselor.

Dear Gabby, 

Essentially, I’m writing to you because I’ve been seeing this guy 
for a while on and off. 

He used to be four hours away, so we would see each other on 
school breaks. Now, he is only an hour away, and I want to pursue 
things romantically, but this past weekend, he wasn’t giving me 
much room to be romantic. I don’t usually put myself out there, so 
I fear I might get friend-zoned. 

I feel like we could actually have a good relationship, and I 
would like to see where it would go, but I’m worried he doesn’t. 
Any advice? 

Sincerely, 
Fretting about the friend-zone 

Dear Fretting about the friend-zone, 
 

Oh, the good ole friend zone. It’s easy to be the one who puts 
someone there, but when the tables turn, and we end up in the 
friend-zone, then the feelings change. 

I think our generation is  used to being so disconnected that 
we are now craving some connection. Some people don’t feel the 
same, and in that moment, we enter the infamous friend-zone. 

Honestly, I think it’s extremely unfortunate, but I don’t think it’s 
always a bad thing. I think honesty is the best policy. 

The worst he can do is say he doesn’t want to see you romanti-
cally. It might hurt for a bit, but I guarantee you’d rather have 
someone who craves to be in a relationship with you, rather than 
someone who just sees you as a fling. 

Try talking to him about how you feel and how you hope to see 
your relationship change to something more romantic. I think it’s 
worth it, if you really want him. 

Everyone deserves an explanation, so if he decides you aren’t 
best for him, then ask him why and what he’s looking for. 

I, personally, don’t see a reason to stress over it. He may be slow 
at processing his feelings or deciding what he wants, so be patient. 
He might feel the same, but it seems from your circumstance that 
the only way to find out is to ask him. 

Having him as a friend is just as rewarding,  I’m sure. It’s differ-
ent than a romantic relationship, but a friendship can also give you 
that emotional connection we all crave. 

I hope he can turn the boat around, and give you what you want. 
I don’t know his feelings, but I assume he needs to step up—even 
if that means that he gives you a for sure "yes, I want this relation-
ship", or "no, I don’t".  

I’m sure it’s frustrating, especially since you are putting yourself 
out there. But keep your heart open, be honest about your feelings 
and who knows, you may be far from the friend-zone. 

Don’t fret, 
Gabby 

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the Clarion in Building 8 Room 027 or by email, 
clarion@sinclair.edu. Submissions might be edited for space. 

No anonymous submissions will be accepted. All submissions must include author's name and phone number. The Clarion reserves the right to edit all 
letters. Deadline is Monday at noon for the following Tuesday publication. There will be no exceptions to this policy. 

Submission does not guarantee publication. Space availability determines publication. When space is limited, articles may be filed for 
publication at a later date.

For advice, email the clarion at clarion@sinclair.edu with the subject ‘Dear Gabby’ or download the app ask.fm and follow @todeargabby 
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Jimaur Calhoun
Arts & Entertainment Editor

These days, fans of 
hip-hop feel a division as 
to what is considered rap 
music. One of the main 
focal points in the debate 
is rapper Iggy Azalea. 

An Australian native, 
Azalea raps with a 
Brooklyn accent, which 
some find off-putting 
when they hear her 
actual accent. Most of 
the criticism toward her, 
however, stems from the 
argument that Azalea 
misappropriates rap music 
and its origins. 

According to 
GlobalBlackness.com, 
the roots of hip-hop 
come from New York’s 
undergrounds, community 
centers and parks in 
the mid-to-late 70s. It 
was a way for the youth 
living in impoverished 
neighborhoods to express 
themselves and escape 
their surroundings. 

Disc jockeys began 
mixing older records 
together while youths 
break-danced. The 
members of the 
community had slang 
battles, which progressed 
into rap battles. 

By 1979, hip-hop had 
become well known 
enough to have the first 
rap album produced, 
“Rappers Delight” by the 
Sugarhill Gang, a group 
from Harlem. 

Cut to thirty plus years, 
and it is evident that 
hip-hop has changed a 
lot since its beginnings. 
From its origins to the 
eras of “gangsta rap” and 
“swagger rap,” hip-hop 

is still seen as a property 
owned predominately by 
African Americans for 
self-expression. 

Times have changed, 
and while people of 
different races have 
been able to cross into 
the hip-hop audience, 
like Eminem, none have 
caused such differences of 
opinion like Azalea. 

Some felt that Azalea’s 
win for best hip-hop 
album at the 2014 
Grammy’s was unjust 
and that corporations are 
beginning to have more 
inf luence on the music 
genre than the people and 
listeners. 

Specifically, rap artist 
Azalea Banks has had 
an ongoing dispute with 
Iggy, saying that the artist 
doesn’t appreciate where 
hip-hop comes from and 
what it represents. 

In a Dec. 18 interview 
with Hot 97 radio, Banks 
said that Azalea is slowly 
smudging out black music. 
Banks told the interviewer 
that Caucasian children 
are capable of anything 
while African American 
children can’t even own 
something that was 
created by them. 

Though Azalea has her 
detractors, some artists 
have stood by her, like 
rapper T.I., who produced 
Azalea’s album. He has 
said that Banks is just 
jealous of Azalea’s success 
because she has mostly 
stayed underground. 

Yet, other artists have 
offered a simple solution 
to the Azalea problem. 
Rapper Lupe Fiasco said, 
“If people don’t like her 
music, simply don’t buy it.” 

“I originally set out to 
try and save the world, but 
now I’m not sure I like it 
enough,” he said. 

Banksy said to Collins 
that he has been called a 
sellout, but also gives away 
free paintings constantly. 

“The money that my work 
fetches these days makes 
me a bit uncomfortable, 
but that’s an easy problem 

to solve—you just stop 
whingeing and give it all 
away,” Banksy said. “I don’t 
think it’s possible to make 
art about world poverty 
and then trouser all the 
cash, that’s an irony too far, 
even for me.”

Banksy has maintained 
anonymity, but he said it 
has its limitations. 

“Maintaining anonymity 
can be kind of crippling,” 

he said. 
Marc Schiller, a street art 

blogger believes Banksy 
has redefined the definition 
of art. 

“We now see Banksy as 
the single greatest thing 
that has happened not 
only to the street/urban 
art movement,” Schiller 
said. “Most people need 
entry points to become 
comfortable with things 

that are new. And for 
millions of people, Banksy 
is the entry point they need 
in not only seeing art in a 
new way, but in accepting 
art as a part of their daily 
lives. Like Andy Warhol 
before him, Banksy has 
almost single-handedly 
redefined what art is to a 
lot of people, who probably 
never felt they appreciated 
art before.”

Mason Tvert, who was 
the backbone behind 
getting pot legalized 
in Colorado, argued 
that marijuana is less 
dangerous than alcohol, 
just as President Obama 
said.  “Fortunately, 
Lynch has been 
nominated for attorney 
general, not surgeon 
general,” Tvert said. 

He said that he is 
hoping Lynch was just 
telling the lawmakers 
what they wanted to hear 
in order to make sure she 
got the job. 

“It would be shocking 
if she is actually unaware 
that marijuana is far less 
harmful than alcohol,” 

Tvert said. 
For now, it seems to 

be that the battle of 
recreational marijuana 
use will be continued, 
as Lynch appears to be 
firmly against it.

According to a recent 
YouTube interview with 
President Obama, there 
could be as many as 18 
states where recreational 
marijuana is legal.

“At least 10 more states 

are considering legalizing 
marijuana in the next two 
years, and a recent report 
from a cannabis industry 
research firm projected 
that by 2020,” President 
Obama said. 

Contact our Advertising Representative 
at 937.512.2744

Banksy continued from front

Marijuana continued 
from front

Tribune News Service

A Banksy inspired street art in the Oregon District in Dayton, OH.

 
Keep an eye out for our winners  
and the Clarion staff filming  
around campus!  
 
Follow this QR code 
to check for new 
video coverage of the 
Sweetheart Surprises!



page 7 February 10, 2015tartanhealth

Plato said that “the God 
of Love lives in a state of 
need,” and indeed, many 
of us would agree with 
Plato that love is some-
thing we need, not just 
something we want.

I mean, who here hasn’t 
fallen madly in love with 
somebody and felt as if 
they just couldn’t go on 
living if that person didn’t 
love them back? 

In a study cited by 
Helen Fisher, author of 
“W hy We Love,” 90 per-
cent of study participants 
reported having been 
rejected by someone they 
were deeply in love with, 
and they also admitted to 
having rejected someone 
who loved them dearly. 

People do it, animals 
do it, even insects do 
it. According to Fisher, 
entomologists even have 
special names for the way 
in which insects choose 
their partner. It’s impos-
sible to really know what’s 
going on in their tiny 
little insect-brains, but 
sometimes I wonder if it’s 
so different from what 
goes on in our little brains 
when we fall in love (or 
don’t). Fisher said the 
same regions of the brain 
are involved whether it’s 
animals or humans, and 
with animals like el-
ephants, “you can see an 
instant attraction … love 
at first sight.”

Fisher also said that “ro-
mantic love is one of the 
most addictive substances 
on earth.” 

It’s true; when we fall in 
love, dopamine is released 
into our bloodstream, 
similar to what happens 
to us if we consume cer-
tain drugs, like cocaine. 

According to Fisher, 
when we get rejected, or 
when the person we love 
doesn’t love us back, the 
result is quite similar to 

the withdrawal symptoms 
one might experience 
from stopping those same 
types of drugs. That’s no 
joke. 

Fisher said that love 
“has all the characteris-
tics of addiction ... you’re 
willing to distort real-
ity, you’re willing to take 
enormous risks … it’s a 
perfectly wonderful ad-
diction when it’s going 
well, and a perfectly hor-
rible addiction when it’s 
going poorly.”

Getting back to Plato, it 
seems that he was cor-
rect, and it has now been 
scientifically proven that 
marriage (and “associated 
companionship”)  actu-
ally contributes to longer, 
healthier lives for the 
couples involved, addic-
tion or no. 

One researcher who 
studied the phenomenon 
at the German Institute 
for the Study of Labor 
concluded that the health 
benefits of a happy mar-
riage are as significant 
as giving up smoking 
(another popular addic-
tion). The study found 
that married couples live 
longer, tend to be health-
ier both physically and 
mentally, recover from 
illness more quickly and 
completely, and are just 
plain happier.

Additionally, a study 
that was done at Duke 
University Medical Cen-
ter found that having a ro-
mantic partner “protects 
against premature death.” 

That’s reason enough 
for me, where do I sign 
up?

I suppose we don’t know 
exactly what it is about 
marriage or romantic 
companionship that al-
lows us to live longer and 
healthier lives, but in an 
article in “The Journal of 
Marriage and the Family,” 

the author suggests that 
part of it is that we are 
“aware of and impacted 
by” the behavior of our 
significant other. 

In “The Health Benefits 
of Marriage,” another 
article on the same sub-
ject, the author notes that 
“wives tend to discourage 
smoking, drinking and 
risk-taking and also [work 
to] improve their family’s 
diet.” 

That same article cited 
a study showing that men 
actually begin to decrease 
their “self-destructive 
patterns” after they get 
engaged and before they 
are actually married. 
According to the author, 
just the idea of marriage 
is enough to improve a 
man’s health. 

Love is good for us, we 
know that — we just don’t 
know exactly why, and 
that’s okay. After all, we 
use electricity every day, 
and we can’t all agree on 
exactly how that works 
either. Come to think of 
it, there might be many 
more similarities between 
love and electricity, but I 
digress.

W hile I was working 
to unravel the connec-
tion between health and 
love, I enlisted the help 
of my mom, who has been 
married to the same man 
for over 30 years. In fact, 
their 32nd anniversary is 
on Valentine’s day (con-
gratulations, you two). I 
suppose if you have been 
married that long, people 
like me (who have man-
aged to stay married for 
all of three years) will 
regard you as somewhat of 
an expert on the subject.

Anyway, zmom agrees 
that there is a connection 
between good health and 
healthy relationships, 
citing a study that shows 
that people live longer 

when they eat food that 
was prepared by someone 
who loves them. 

Of course, nothing 
worth having comes eas-
ily, and a successful mar-
riage is no different. My 
mom told me that “mar-
riage is really hard work, 
but it’s good for us.” She 
said that marriage works 
when you both give 100 
percent, and that “giving 
makes us better people.” 

Mom illustrated this 
concept of giving in a 
relationship with the 
analogy of the empty box. 
It goes like this: W hen 
you get married, the box 
is empty, and you both 
put things into it as the 
years go by. The idea is 
that in time, the box be-
comes filled with valuable 
things, like shared experi-
ences, wisdom, trust, and 
most of all, love. She said 
that some unfortunate 
souls have mistakenly 
embraced the notion that 
we start out with a full 
box and then take from 
it until it is empty. Mom 
said those people usually 
abandon ship when there 
is nothing left in the box 
for them to take.

Needless to say, I am 
inspired by the triumph 
of my parents’ enduring 
marriage. Of course, I’m 
a little saddened to think 
of all the people out there 
with empty boxes — that 
is a bit of a heartbreaker, 
especially in light of the 
fact that love has been 
proven to add both qual-
ity and quantity to our 
years. It makes me won-
der if perhaps love should 
come with a warning 
label: “Quitting can be 
hazardous to your health.”

Happy Valentine’s day, 
and good luck to all you 
lovers out there.

Jan Williams 
Contributing Writer

We are officially into 
another February, and 
again, it is Black History 
Month. It has been well 
documented that there 
was a time in America 
that Black History was 
considered not important.  

Often, black history 
was not a part of the 
curriculum in schools in 
the 20th Century.  There 
was an attitude that there 
was no need to appreciate 
the contributions of 
African Americans 
in American or world 
history.  That attitude 
was changed due to the 
interest of Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson in 1915.

Black History Month 
did not begin as a 
“month” of celebration, 
but rather a week.  
In 1926, Woodson, 
contended that the 
African American 
was largely left out 
of American history 
books, due largely to the 
presumption of their 
inferior social position in 
America at the time.  

In 1915, Woodson 

voiced his concerns 
and established the 
Association for the 
Study of Negro Life 
and History. This 
organization became the 
Association for the Study 
of Afro-American Life 
and History, which led 
to Woodson’s founding 
of the “Journal of Negro 
History.” 

In 1926, Dr. Woodson 
established Negro 
History Week as a way to 
bring attention to black 
Americans' contribution 
to the history of America.

His choice of February 
was in respect for two 
men he felt were not only 
a part of black history in 
America, but also had an 
impact on that history.  
Abraham Lincoln and 
Fredrick Douglas had 
a huge inf luence in 
identifying the African 
American’s presence in 
America and the need 
for recognition of the 
African American as an 
American.  

There are other 
interesting facts 
associated with February 
that make it the best 
month to celebrate black 

history: the establishment 
of the NA ACP; the 
birth of W.E.B. DuBois, 
civil rights leader 
and co-founder of the 
NA ACP; and possibly 
the most notable, the 
establishment of the 15th 
Amendment, granting 
voting rights to Negroes.

The organization Black 
United Students at Kent 
State in 1969 was the first 
to propose expansion of 
the Black History Week 
to a full month. The first 
Black History Month was 
celebrated at Kent State 
in February 1970.  

The U.S. Government, 
during the U.S. 
Bicentennial, gave 
official recognition of 
Black History Month in 
1976.  President Ford 
spoke of the need for 
Americans to “seize the 
opportunity to honor 
the too-often neglected 
accomplishments of Black 
Americans in every area 
of endeavor throughout 
our history.”

Canada shares an 
annual celebration with 
America in February in 
an observance of Black 
History Month. Black 

History Month is also 
celebrated annually in 
October in the United 
Kingdom. These 
countries' celebrations 
are centered on Black 
contributions in their 
respective countries’ 
history, celebrated much 
in the same fashion as in 
America.

There were still some 
that balked at the concept 
of Black History Month.  
Academy Award actor 
Morgan Freeman does 
not support Black History 
Month.  He said: “Why 
have a Black History 
Month? Whites don’t 
have a White History 
Month.”  He felt that 
black history is like white 
history, in that it’s a part 
of American History and 
should not be regulated 
to one month of the year.  

I dare say that I may 
agree with Mr. Freeman. 
However, I think that 
because of the exclusion 
of black history from 
school curriculums, Black 
History Month serves as a 
reminder to all Americans 
of the contributions of 
black Americans to our 
country’s history.

There are many facts 
to the awareness of the 
African American’s 
contribution to American 
history.  Many are 
shrouded in the thought 
that these contributions 
were not or are not 
important. When we take 
time to think of any of the 
large events of American 
History, you will surely 
find some involvement by 
the African American.  

From the Civil War 
and all documented 
wars that America 
has been involved in, 
inventions that we use 
and take for granted 
daily, such as traffic 
lights, light bulbs, blood 
banks, heart surgeries, 
architecture, business 
leaders, government and 
the presidency, these 
are a limited example 
of history–making 
actions that are a part of 
American history.

Black History Month is 
a monthly celebration of 
the African American’s 
contribution to American 
history, but it is also a 
direct acknowledgement 
of those contributions. 

Maybe Mr. Freeman 

has a point. Why 
celebrate only one 
identified month, or why 
even establish one month 
to celebrate the obvious?  
These questions can 
only be answered in 
the hearts and minds of 
all Americans as to the 
appreciation of such an 
annual celebration.

Black Americans 
are still contributing 
to the culture and the 
history of America.  
Through the sorted past, 
the need to fight for 
rights as an American 
citizen endowed to 
all Americans by the 
Constitution, black 
Americans have shown 
pride and are proud to 
be a part of our nation. 
This is apparent because 
of the African American’s 
continued commitment 
to be a part of America’s 
legacy. 

Still, while appreciation 
of black Americans’ 
continued contributions 
and commemoration 
of those contributions 
through Black History 
Month celebrations may 
not be necessary, but I am 
proud of the fact it exists. 
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