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Sally Caspers is the Veterans Affairs coordinator. Sinclair will host various Veterans Day 
events next week.
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Registration for spring semester opened up on Nov. 4. To assist students, 
the Clarion spoke with Phyllis Salter, director of Academic Advising, for 
advice regarding when a student should seek 
assistance from an advisor. 

Q: If a person was here prior to the 
semester conversion, can their 

courses be grandfathered in to the 
prior degree requirements?
 

A: It is important that each student 
who attended and took coursework 

during quarters schedule an appointment 
and meet with an academic advisor to 
complete an individualized 
plan toward completing 
degree requirements.  
Often, courses taken 
under quarters will 
meet semester degree 
requirements, but it 
depends upon if the 
student completed 
sequences 
and how the 
coursework 
has changed. 
The 
individualized 
plan, called a 
MAP, will help 
the student see what 
courses they still have 
left to take.
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Workforce Development, a non-
credit earning program designed 
to assist employers in training their 
employees, is hoping to move to a 
new location.

“We offer custom training and 
consulting services that meet the 
needs of he businesses that are 
located in that region,” Director of 
Public Relations Adam Murka said.

Workforce Development current-
ly has a location in the Miami Val-
ley Research Park, but will move to 
a 7,000 to 7,500 square foot leased 
location in Beavercreek on Penta-
gon Boulevard, off of I-675.

“When you look at the Pentagon 
Boulevard area, that is actually the 
fastest-growing group of employers 
in our entire region, in terms of a 
cluster,” Deb Norris, vice president 
of Workforce Development and 
Corporate Services, said. “When 
you look at the proximity to Wright 
Patterson Air Force Base for us … 
It’s a nice cluster there, so when you 
look at the high growth, it’s a nice 
connection for us in the products 
and services that we’ve developed 
in our division, it’s just a nice fit.”  

She said Sinclair hopes the new 
location will move by the first of 
the year, depending on board ap-
proval. 

Norris said the services and 
products Workforce Development 
would offer to the employers will 
help drive more business for them.

“The idea is that everybody helps 
everybody else do better business,” 
she said. 

Norris said there is a connection 
between workforce development 
and economic growth.

“There’s really such a strong 
intersection between workforce 
development and economic devel-
opment,” Norris said. “Companies 
aren’t going to move into our area 
and they’re not going to stay if they 
don’t have the workforce that they 
need to do the business that they 
need to do.”

The following programs will be 
offered through the new location:
• Unmanned Aerial Systems
• Partnership Activities: Wright 

State Research Institute
• Partnership Activities: Wright 

Patterson Air Force Base and Air 
Force Research Laboratory
• Defense Acquisition Academy 

Intelligence, Surveillance and Re-
connaissance
• Project Management Boot 

camp
• Process Improvement/Lean.
 “We don’t do any of the college 

credit stuff; we’ve never touched 
that,” Norris said. “What we like 
to think that we do for businesses 
is make them better, just like what 
the rest of the college does for the 
students, they make a difference in 
their life.”
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In recognition of Veterans Day, 
Sinclair Community College will 
be closed on Nov. 11. However, 
Sinclair will still host events dur-
ing the week to honor those who 
have served.

On Nov. 12, Sinclair will host 
a veterans relay route in which 

participants can walk or run 
around campus while holding a 
f lag. Booths and f lags will also 
be placed around campus. At 
noon, Sinclair Talks will host a 
session in honor of Veterans day 
called “SERV: An overview of 
student veteran experiences and 
challenges, as well as informa-
tion about resources available on 
campus.”

On Nov. 13, “The Invisible 
War” movie will be played from 
noon to 2:30 p.m., also as part 
of a Sinclair Talks session. The 
movie will cover topics based on 
military sexual trauma. It will be 
played in Building 2, Room 334.

On Nov. 14, Sinclair will host 
a veteran and military family ca-
reer and resume building work-
shop from 11 a.m. until noon in 
Building 2, Room 334.

On Nov. 15, Sinclair Talks 
will present a movie called “The 
Welcome.” 

According to the Sinclair Talks 
website, the movie is about “how 
communities can welcome war-
riors home.”

 “It’s a nice show of support 
and no matter when the veteran 
shows up to campus that day, 
(Nov. 12) they will find a f lag 
or something that says ‘hey, we 
know and recognize you,’” Sally 
Caspers, Veterans Affairs coordi-
nator said.

To volunteer for the relay, visit 
http://apps.sinclair.edu/vet-
eran/. 

To volunteer to operate the 
booths or place f lags around 
campus on Nov. 12, contact 
Caspers at sally.caspers@sin-
clair.edu.  

Advising continued on page 3
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Sinclair Community College 
was awarded a $2.25 million Title 
III grant from the Department of 
Education. 

“The concept is that it’s targeted 
toward first time students who are 
seeking degrees and certificates,” 
Adam Murka, director of public 
relations said. “It compliments a lot 
of what we’re already doing because 
we have Completion by Design and 
we have our City Connects proj-
ect.”

Kathleen Cleary, associate pro-
vost for student completion, said 
the grant will be called Connect 4 
Completion.

“The reason we chose that title is 
it’s going to be about creating con-
nections on campus,” she said. “So 
connections between students and 
other students, between students 
and faculty, students and advisors, 
faculty and advisors.” 

She said the areas being targeted 
with the grant will be academic, 
personal, career and financial.

She said students would be as-
signed advisors who would be spe-
cialists in the desired career fields, 
and career service advisors who 
have knowledge regarding specific 
employment areas as well.

In addition, she said students 
could potentially have financial and 
personal advising with individuals 
with knowledge in specific career 
fields as well. 

“[It will] help you figure out 
where you’re going in your career 
long-term and how you can connect 
to that career along the way, how 
you can afford it and what to do 
when life gets in the way,” Cleary 
said. 

She said the grant will assist 
students in career support to “help 
them (students) discern what they 
will be, and try to help them make 
that decision right away or within 
the first six months of being here.”

In addition, she said Sinclair 
would like to offer beginning stu-
dents an orientation to familiarize 
them with the expectations of their 
major and career field. 

“We’re going to try and connect 
people to what the job’s going to re-
ally look like early-on to help them 
decide if this is the right major,” she 
said.

Cleary said this could be 
achieved through different career 
opportunities throughout their 
time at the college.

“Depending on the discipline, 
it could be an internship, a co-op, 
a clinical experience, a lab experi-
ence, a practicum, job shadowing, 
service learning — we want them 
to have experiential learning in 
their field,” she said. “And one of 
the things we will do is divide the 
college into career communities. So 
instead of a student coming in and 
trying to identify as a Sinclair stu-
dent, one of 25,000 in the fall, they 
would identify within a smaller 
career community.”

Cleary said this year will consist 
of planning; however, students can 
expect to hear about it by fall se-
mester 2014. Although Cleary said 
she doesn’t know if students will be 
assigned advisors at that point.

Grant continued on page 3
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Nov. 5  
Sinclair Talks:

Top Ten Ways to Fail in College 
Building 2 Room 334, 1 to 2 p.m. 

Nov. 7  
Sinclair Talks:

Want an IT Career Faster? 
Building 8 Stage Area, noon to 1 p.m.

Nov. 13  
Sinclair Talks:

“The Invisible War” —  
a film screening 

Building 2 Room 334, noon to 2:30 p.m.  

Nov. 6  
Sinclair Talks:

Are online courses right for me? 
Library Loggia, 10 to 11 a.m.  

Nov. 8  
Sinclair Talks:

What you need to know to be  
Successful…Your GPA, Status & MAP

Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m. 

Nov. 13  
Sinclair Women’s Basketball Game 

vs. Cedarville U. JV. 
Building 8 Gymnasium, 5:30 p.m. 

Nov. 6  
Sinclair Talks: 

Service Learning Opportunities 
Huber Heights Learning Center Lobby,  

noon to 1 p.m. 

Nov. 9  
Sinclair Women’s Basketball Game 

vs. UC Clermont 
Building 8 Gymnasium, 2 p.m. 

Nov. 14  
Sinclair Talks:

The Brown Rainbow: Representa-
tion, Identification and Hierarchy in 

the Black Community 
Library Loggia, 11 to noon. 

Nov. 6  
International Series: 

Taking a Gap-Year to Wander 
Around the World 

Building 8 Stage Area, noon to 1 p.m. 

Nov. 12  
Sinclair Talks:

SERV: An overview of student veteran 
experiences & challenges
Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m. 

Nov. 16  
Sinclair Women’s Basketball Game 

vs. Schoolcraft CC (MI) 
Building 8 Gymnasium, 2 p.m. 

The objective of the game is to fill 
all the blank squares in a game with 
the correct numbers. There are three 
very simple constraints to follow. In a 
9 by 9 square Sudoku game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must 

include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers must 
include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 
by 9 square must include all digits 
1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins with 

some squares already filled in, and 
the difficulty of each game is due to 
how many squares are filled in. The 
more squares that are known, the 
easier it is to figure out which num-
bers go in the open squares. As you 

fill in squares correctly, options for 
the remaining squares are narrowed 
and it becomes easier to fill them in.

Sudoku Tips: Start by looking for 
numbers that occur frequently in the 
initial puzzle. For example, say you 
have a lot of 5’s in the initial puzzle. 
Look for the 3x3 box where there is 
no 5. Look for 5’s in other rows and 
columns that can help you eliminate 
where the 5 might go in that box. 
If there is a 5 in column’s 1 and 2, 
then there can’t be a 5 anywhere 
else in either of those columns. You 
know then that whatever leftmost 
3x3 box that is missing a 5 must 
have it go in column 3. If you can 
eliminate all the possibilities in that 
box except for 1 square, you’ve got 
it down!

Across 
1 In short supply
6 Basics for Dick and Jane
10 XT computers
14 Mandel of "America's Got 
Talent"
15 Actress Lollobrigida
16 "La maja desnuda" artist
17 Primary artery
18 First name in advice
19 Baseball's Hershiser
20 Amt.
21 Playskool's Rocktivity prod-
ucts, e.g.
24 Mugs, e.g.
25 Old British coin
26 Clinic helper
31 Big concert setting
32 Gambler's IOU
33 Lawyers' org.
36 Peer pruriently at
37 Kermit's color
39 Coffee-brewing choice
40 Boozer
41 High-fiber food
42 Longtime "Masterpiece The-
ater" host Alistair
43 Decree that spells things out
46 Nighttime shindig
49 TV warrior princess
50 One's toughest critics, often, 
and, literally, three different words 
hidden in 21-, 26- and 43-Across
53 Internet letters
56 Uses a straw
57 Fairy tale start
58 D-Day beach
60 Promote big-time
61 Slangy turnarounds
62 Poe's "ebony bird"
63 Tiny hill builders
64 Criteria: Abbr.
65 Trapped on a branch

Down
1 Cager-turned-rapper O'Neal, 
familiarly
2 Old grump
3 Haywire
4 "Picked" complaint
5 Olympians in red, white and blue
6 Andre of tennis
7 Netanyahu of Israel, familiarly
8 "Squawk on the Street" airer
9 "Huh?"
10 Outfielder's cry
11 B in chemistry
12 "Poppycock!"
13 Doritos scoopful
22 "What can Brown do for you?" 
shipping co.
23 Manhattan's __-Fontanne 
Theatre
24 Mr. Peanut prop
26 Vietnam neighbor
27 Golden Fleece vessel
28 Suspenders alternative
29 What a hound follows
30 With 53-Down, stadium fans' 
rhythmic motion
33 Yankee infielder, to fans
34 Ride the Harley
35 Copycat
37 Heartrending
38 Scavenging pest
39 Cartoon explorer
41 Uncle Remus's __ Fox
42 Monarch's spouse
43 Tears (away) from
44 Superabundance
45 Maiden name intro
46 Slangy sibling
47 Bulb in a garden
48 Addition to the conversation
51 Attending to a task
52 Like some coffee or tea
53 See 30-Down
54 Roller coaster cry
55 Hand-held scanner
59 Vandalize

Tuesday, Nov. 5 
Baking 101 
Learn how to bake white bread, 
buttermilk biscuits, cherry pie, 
sponge cake and orange butter 
cookies with Chef Matt Somich in a 
cooking class.
Dorothy Lane Market  
School of Cooking
Class starts at 6 p.m., ends at 8:30 
p.m. and costs $65 to attend.

Wednesdays, Nov. 6 
Greater Dayton Area 
College Night 
More than 170 college and 
universities will be represented in 
one place for those interested in 
comparing schools or finding out 
more information. 
University of Dayton Arena
Event starts at 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
and is free to attend.

Thursday, Nov. 7 
Nick Griffin 
Comedian to perform stand-up act
Wiley’s Comedy Club
Event starts at 8 p.m. and costs $7-
$15 to attend.

Friday, Nov. 8 
Friday Night Live Music 
Live music every Friday
Jackass Flats
Event starts at 8 p.m., open to those 
21 and older.

Saturday, Nov. 9 
Dia de los Muertos 
Dayton — Day of the 
Dead Community 
Celebration 
Parade, reception, art exhibit 
and opening party will be offered 
for all attendees. Skelton mask 
and/or Day of the Dead attire 
recommended. 
Missing Peace Art Space
Event starts at 2 p.m. until 7 
p.m. Free to attend for all ages.

Sunday, Nov. 10 
Group Meditation 
Heart-centered meditation 
taught in an individual setting, 
then offered in a group setting.
Natural Path Meditation 
Center (SRCM)
Event starts at 9 a.m. and is free 
of charge.

Monday, Nov. 11 
Veterans Day Open 
House 
Attendees will have the 
opportunity to meet veterans; 
refreshments offered.
Centerville Library
Event starts at 11 a.m. until 9 
p.m. and is free to attend.

www.sinclairclarion.com

www.facebook.com/sinclairclarion

Each week, the Clarion 
will feature a photo 
of students without 
identifying them. Keep 
your eye out for a Clarion 
photographer throughout 
this semester. It’s up to our 
readers to figure out if they 
or someone they know has 
been spotted.
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The Clarion will soon begin a contest amongst  
students called “Caption This.” Heres how it will work:

• It will consist of the Clarion running a photo with no
   caption. 
• Students can email their captions for the photo that is
   being run for the current edition to clarion@sinclair.
   edu. 
• All submissions will be judged and the winning photo
   caption will be run in the following edition; the 
   winner will receive a $5 Starbucks gift card. 

To participate, look for the weekly caption this photo and 
submit your caption to clarion@sinclair.edu.

Each month, we will feature a student’s 
story on how they came to be at 
Sinclair, their goals and how they handle 
their workload in our new feature called 
“Tartan Diaries.”

We are currently looking for students 
to write for this feature. Please send 
your name and a brief summary about 
yourself to clarion@sinclair.edu. Our 
editor will contact you further.

Submission does not grant publication and 
we reserve the right to edit submissions.
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WALK TO CLASS + COMPUTER CENTER + FREE PRINTING + VIDEO GAME ROOM + FURNISHED APARTMENTS
HARDWOOD STYLE FLOORS + LEATHER FURNITURE + PRIVATE BED & BATHROOMS + UTILITIES INCLUDED 

apply online today @ theprovincedayton.com

NOW 
ACCEPTING

applications for fall 2014

T H E P R O V I N C E DAY TO N .C O M  •  3 4 1 9  C LO V E R R I D G E  C T.  •  9 3 7. 4 2 9. 5 2 8 8

amenities subject to change. See office for details.

Did I get college credit for my high 
school course?

To discuss any proficiency credits 
you may have from high school

Q: W hat is a M AP? 
W hen should a per-

son get one?

A: M AP stands for My 
Academic Plan, which 

is a program designed to 
help students plan how 
they will meet their educa-
tional goals.  If a student 
wants to earn a degree in 
Criminal Justice, the M AP 
plan would be designed to 
show the student term-
by-term how to meet the 
degree requirements.  Be-
cause the plan design takes 
into consideration if a stu-
dent can only take a couple 
of courses each term 
[relative to] when courses 
are offered, two students 

majoring in the same 
degree will likely have dif-
ferent individualized plans 
(M APs).  A M AP does 
not guarantee a student 
a degree, but it does help 
students see how they can 
meet their individual goals.  
Any student can get a 
M AP, but we especially en-
courage students who are 
decided in their program of 
study to meet with an advi-
sor to plan their academic 
journey.

 

Q: W hat kind of broad 
advice can you offer 

students about advising? 

A: Students tend to 
come to academic 

advising only when regis-
tration is open. We encour-
age students to meet with 
academic advisors early 
and often.  You can meet 
with an academic advisor 
in September to plan your 
courses for January; you 
can come see an academic 
advisor in April to plan 
what you will take the fol-
lowing August.  Don’t wait 
until registration opens 
to meet with an academic 
advisor.  Students are also 
encouraged to make (and 
keep) their academic advis-
ing appointments.  This 
will help you avoid the long 
lines that tend to occur late 
in the registration process. 

Let’s create a plan for pursuing 
your dreams

To have a MAP (My Academic Plan) 
created or altered

If you have questions 
about registration or 
important deadlines
When does registration 
begin and end?

What is a Program 
Evaluation? Where do 
I access my Program 
Evaluation?

To review your 
Program Evaluation

If you have a question and you are just not sure 
where else to go, see an Academic Advisor!

What is the deadline 
for dropping a class?

If you have questions about 
adding or dropping a class

What programs and/or 
certificates are available?

If you have questions about 
Sinclair’s degree programs 
or program requirements

To discuss your academic 
and career goals
What are your interests?

Grant continued from front

She said Sinclair must first 
decide what the career com-
munities will consist of and 
how advising can support the 
communities. 

“We would like to get to a 
point where we are helping 
students make connections 
with each other, and feel a 
sense of identity as a student,” 
she said.

Cleary said this is impor-
tant for Sinclair to implement 
within the college because it 
could help students build a 
sense of belonging in college.

“Having them have a sense 
of belonging is probably one 
of the most important things 
we can do with this grant or 

anything else we do,” she said. 
“Just encourage that sense of ‘I 
belong in college.’ … Almost 
every student at some point 
says, ‘do I belong here?’ That’s 
a very normal question and 
for people who have support, 
they’re going to push through 
that and say ‘yeah, I do belong’ 
... I want them to know that 
if they are among six weeks, 
seven weeks in saying ‘do I 
belong in college?’ Yes, they 
do; they belong here … They 
absolutely belong here and 
that’s part of what this grant is 
trying to do, is to help students 
realize they belong and there 
is a whole community here to 
help them.”

What resources does Sinclair offer 
that will help me succeed?

To receive general advice

Am I in good academic standing?

If you have questions about 
your GPA or academic 
standing (GS, DL, AI, PR, etc.)

Kathleen Cleary
Associate Provost for 
Student Completion
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Who he is…
David Vaughn 

is a Psychology 
major at Sinclair 
Community Col-
lege who believes 
in education. 
Why he’s  
interesting…

After a tragic 
accident in April of 2010, the 
life that Vaughn once knew 
changed completely. 

Vaughn was born in Day-
ton, where he said he started 
out rough. 

“I [detached from] school 
in third grade, believe it or 
not,” he said. “I still have no 
GED or diploma.”

Vaughn explained that 
because he did not do the 
things that he was sup-
posed to in school, he was 
punished. Because of the 
punishments, it caused him 
to disconnect. 

“My view of school was 
very bad — I wasn’t a very 
violent kid or anything, I 
was just like, ‘you can’t make 
me [do my work], why do I 
have to do it’,” he said. “So 
it made me kind of detach 
from it.”

According to Vaughn, he 
felt detached throughout 
his schooling and withdrew 
completely at 16.

For most of his life after 
withdrawing, he worked in 
construction. 

“I learned how to build 
houses and started fram-
ing,” he said. “Eventually I 
learned how to read blue-
prints and I started develop-
ing; I stuck with that, until a 
horrific accident three years 
ago.”

He explained that he had a 
mitre saw accident in which 
he sawed his forearm off. 

“They had to reattach it all, 
it went through the bone,” 
he said. “I have 15 rods (in 
my forearm).” 

The accident ended his 
career.

Although Vaughn said he's 
had hardships in life, he does 
not see them as setbacks. 

“I really learned some-
thing there,” he said. “Dr. 
Harman was the one who 
put me back together — if 
he didn’t spend 10 years in 
college, they would have had 
to amputate it.”

After his accident, Vaughn 
saw the true value in edu-
cation, and felt like it was 
something he needed to be 
involved in. 

“It’s because of people 
that dedicate themselves to 
education and learning and 
bettering humankind, that I 
knew it was what I needed to 
do,” he said. 

At first, Vaughn started his 
journey wanting to pursue 
broadcasting. 

“I found out that I need-
ed a GED, so I came [to 
Sinclair] to go through the 
GED program,” he said. “I 
had been studying for about 
two months, so I decided 
to go ahead and take the 
placement tests to see where 
I was at.”

Because of his scores on 
the placement test, Vaughn 
was able to start at Sinclair. 

“I was surprised, really 
surprised that I scored so 
high on the placement test,” 
he said. 

After the placement test, 
Vaughn decided to start tak-
ing classes at Sinclair to get 
an associate degree. 

“I am doing things oppo-
site — getting an associate’s 
before my GED,” he said. 
“I just have to go take the 
(GED) test.” 

Growing up, Vaughn liked 
watching informational 
programs like Discovery and 
National Geographic. He 
said looking back, he could 
see how his passion for edu-
cation was always present.

“I can’t believe I didn’t see 
the signs sooner ... it’s just 
funny how the world works.” 
he said. “You walk a lot of 
paths that just lead you right 
back to your beginning on-
set path, that’s kind of how I 
look at it; I had to branch out 
and do a bunch of learning 
before I could comprehend 
what was going on.” 

Vaughn said he likes 
Sinclair because he is treated 
as an equal and does not feel 
out of place. 

“I’ve always felt like an 
outsider, not with the kids, 
[but] with the staff and what 
was expected of me because 
I’m not an easy person to 
mold,” he said. “I like the 
chance to actually learn, be 
treated as an equal. They 
didn’t look at who I was, or 
the image that I have with 
tattoos looking rough, they 
only saw what I could be.” 

Vaughn also has a passion 
for neuroscience. 

“I honestly believe that 
people do not understand 
the actual capability in psy-
chology — I have an autistic 
son, which is why I want to 
try and figure out neurosci-
ence,” he said. “Everything 
is run by the brain — if we 
can actually figure out how 
the brain functions, we 
can isolate and eliminate 
growth problems, behavioral 
problems or development 
problems.” 

According to Vaughn, 
neuroscience can help im-
prove the quality of life. 

“There is a biological 
reason that things happen, 
that’s my honest opinion,” 
he said. “Regardless of if 
it's stress, or depression, 
or schizophrenia, or any of 
these factors — the whole 
idea is just a better quality of 
life for anyone.” 

Vaughn said although the 
right path can be obvious 
in retrospect, it may take a 
while to see it in the right 
perspective. 

“I think I just chose to do 
a lot of wrong things (in the 
past),” he said. “I think a lot 
of times we choose not to see 
what’s right in front of us.” 

Vaughn’s advice for stu-
dents is to keep faith alive. 

“Keep the hope alive, you 
know? People don’t really 
look at it like this, but when 
people struggle, it’s growth 
— it’s preparing you for the 
next step, whatever the next 
step may be. It’s never over 
until you give up,” he said. 
“I’ve learned that through 
my 33 years of struggle — 
it’s never over until you 
just quit and don’t even 
try. Within failure, there is 
something to be learned.”

Jennifer Franer | Clarion Staff

contact our advertising 
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Sean McMorrow
Contributing Writer

When Sinclair Community 
College went looking for a new 
athletic director to replace the 
departing Jack Giambrone, 
they quickly realized the right 
person was already on staff. 

Jeff Price, who had been 
serving as the assistant athletic 
director since 2008, was ap-
pointed to bridge the gap dur-
ing the interview process as 
the interim athletic director. 

The college announced on 
July 2 that Price would be the 
school's new athletic director.

Price said his decision to 
accept the job was based 
primarily on his age and 
maturity. Earlier in his career, 
he never envisioned himself 
as an administrator, but rather 
a head coach at a Division I, 

NCAA program. 
Seeing those programs 

trending toward younger 
coaches such as Shaka Smart, 
Billy Donovan and Brad Ste-
vens, Price began to consider 
other ways to remain influential 
in the development of scholar 
athletes. 

“I realized that my window 
was closing,” Price said. 

Price said his primary objec-
tives include growing both the 
Athletic department and stu-
dent awareness about the sports 
programs on campus. 

“I hope to help the student 
body understand that athlet-
ics are more than the posted 
scores,” Price said. “I view the 
athletic events as an opportu-
nity to enhance the student 
experience.”

According to Price, some 
changes are already happening. 

“Some of those changes are 
already appearing as softball 
is being added to the roster of 
sports offered by the college,” 
Price said. “This demon-
strates the school's desire to 
continue to grow by looking 
at our conference and finding 
ways to balance the com-
petitive opportunities for our 
students.”

Price said he hopes that 
Sinclair will be part of the 
journey, rather than the des-
tination. 

“The coaches that are cur-
rently on staff share a pas-
sion for placing students in 
programs after Sinclair,” he 
said. “It needs to be a primary 
concern to help our athletes 
matriculate into a 4-year 
program.”  

After graduating from 
Marshall in 1988, Price began 

his coaching career at Davis 
& Elkins College. 

He served as the assistant 
coach from 1990 until 1992. 
He stayed there until 1999, 
during which time he added 
the positions of Head Golf 
Coach and ultimately added 
Women's Basketball Coach to 
his resume. 

He became Sinclair's head 
basketball coach in 2003. 
Having grown up in the 
Dayton area and graduated 
from Twin Valley North High 
School, this was a "coming-
home" moment for him.

“The key to being suc-
cessful is to keep it simple,” 
he said. “One of my favorite 
quotes that I try to live by ev-
eryday comes from a banner 
in Coach Calipari's (Universi-
ty of Kentucky) office. It says 
'just coach your team.'”

Sean McMorrow
Contributing Writer

 Marcus Stewart is the 
new Sinclair Community 
College women’s basketball 
coach.

The conversation that 
Stewart had with himself 

after he hung up the phone 
with the athletic director 
and fellow member of the 
men’s coaching staff, Jeff 
Price, was along the lines 
of, “Is this really happen-
ing? Heck yeah.”

Stewart is familiar with 
the program, because he 

has been the assistant 
coach for the previous two 
seasons. 

Price said his confidence 
in Stewart stems directly 
from working with him in 
the men’s basketball pro-
gram for the previous five 
seasons.

Stewart said that he plans 
on following the model set 
forth by the men’s program 
to move the women’s game 
forward. 

“I want us to have a local 
f lavor, bring kids in from 
the city league and estab-
lish a reputation as a pro-
gram that works hard, plays 
hard and helps athletes 
move to the next level,” 
Stewart said. “We want the 
‘937’ [area code] to be rep-
resented at nationals.” 

According to Stewart, 
when you lose the fun, the 
game becomes work. Be-
cause of this philosophy, he 
uses a ‘smile and have fun’ 
approach to coaching. 

Stewart said his kids help 
him keep a balance be-
tween competition and fun. 

After a successful high 
school playing career, Stew-
art was recruited to play for 
Brown Mackie College in 
Salina, Kan. 

As the eighth man on 
the depth chart as a fresh-
man, Stewart said he spent 
a great deal of time sitting 
next to the coach. He took 
this opportunity to learn 
coaching techniques — he 
asked and was allowed to 
sit in on the coaches meet-
ings.

After finishing his sopho-
more season, Stewart trans-
ferred to Missouri Baptist 
University. After an injury, 
he endured a red shirt se-
nior season by coaching the 
junior varsity team. It was 
at this stage that he real-
ized that coaching was in 
his future. 

As the head coach, Stew-
art expects to preach hard 
work because that’s the 
kind of player he was. 

According to him, he 
wakes early before his kids, 
takes a moment to look 
at each of them, and says, 
“This is what I work for 
each day, this is why I wake 
up each morning.”

 • Minimum of 6 
credit hours on 
campus

  • 2.0 GPA or 
above

  

• Ability to work 
2-4 hours/week

  • Prefer 
candidates 
who have taken 
Introduction to 
Journalism

For more information you can e-mail us at clarionsinclair.
edu Applications for this position are on the door at the 
Clarion office at 8027.

Requirements and Details: 
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Mariah Quick 
Contributing Writer 

This is a contributed piece from 
a writer who submitted her work 
as a poem. Although the Clarion 
normally runs stories as edito-
rial pieces, we decided to keep 
this contributed piece as  it was 
submitted.

My name is Mariah Quick
and This I believe,
that distance makes the heart 

grow fonder.
As the fiancé of a man in the 

Army, I know distance all too 
well.

And I know distance goes by 
many names.

Miles, minutes, deployments, 
days.

I know what distance feels 
like.

I know the power of distance.
I’ve seen the destruction of 

distance in the lives of others.
But I’ve also seen distance 

create beautiful things.
When my fiancé Dakota left 

for basic training and AIT
With no leave between
I was scared to death, heart-

broken, overwhelmed.
I would not see his face.
I would not hear his voice.
I would not feel his embrace.
For oh so long.
No, distance stood between.
I thought I would break.
July 17 
I vividly remember watch-

ing him board the plane, tears 
streaming down my face

Holding on tightly to the 
broken sound of the last I love 

you and the lingering taste of 
our last kiss

I was nothing more than a 
broken emptiness wandering 
in shock

In such weakness I knew I 
couldn’t do it alone

I looked up to my Lord and 
Savior Jesus, and cried out for 
strength

Cried out for him to fill the 
emptiness, the loneliness I felt

And He did
My God is a God who always 

provides
Over and over again I wrote 

and read encouragement in the 
word

Phillipians 4:13
I can do all things through 

Christ who gives me strength.
He gave me strength
He still does.
Despite the distance, Dakota 

and I grew stronger
Individually and relationally
The emptiness of the lack 

of time spent together was 
replaced

By time spent immersed in 
reading and writing letters

Encouraging each other, 
reminding each other of the 
depth of our love for one 
another

There’s just something about 
reading the writing of others 
that reveals a new side of a 
person

Something so intimate about 
written thought

It was an important aspect 
that grew us closer

Aside from an occasional 
short phone call on some Sun-
day nights,

It was our only form of com-
munication

I knew the campus post of-
fice hours by heart

I knew when mail was picked 
up, and when mail was put in 
the campus boxes

I knew it took two business 
days for mail to get from Cleve-
land, Tenn. to Fort Leonard 
Wood, Miss.

I measured the distance that 
connected us, not that sepa-
rated us.

Waiting.
Distance always implies 

waiting
When distance is measured 

in time it can seem impossible 
to overcome

And though I felt that some-
times

I refused to let it consume 
me.

I took each day one day at a 
time,

Reminding myself that one 
day passed is one day closer

One day closer to being re-
united with the love of my life, 
my sweet Dakota

Dec. 5
The day the distance ended
The day I watched the dis-

tance close
The day I defied distance
By passing crowds of tightly 

packed bodies, all trying to 
close the distance to be re-
united with their loved ones

My heart racing, I made a 
quick decision

I hopped dozens of rows of 
chairs rather than walking the 
aisles

My eyes were locked in on 

my Dakota
I couldn’t move fast enough
I couldn’t think straight
I leaped into his arms and 

tasted the sweetest embrace of 
my life

Felt the new deep bond that 
distance had created in us

Felt the beauty distance had 
created in our relationship

Once again, distance is a part 
of our relationship

But we share more than 
enough love to reach 7,400 
miles across the world

365 days
Or any new distance we face 

in the future
And I do not, nor will I ever 

fear distance
My love for Dakota still 

grows everyday
And distance cannot hinder 

that
No, it only makes me appre-

ciate it more
For I truly know and believe 

that,
Distance makes the heart 

grow fonder

Students are welcome to submit 
their own “This I believe” writing 
pieces.

The Clarion is open to other 
student-written opinion pieces 
that may have been written for a 
class.  

If interested, submit your piece 
to clarion@sinclair.edu.

If submitted, we reserve the 
right to edit the writing piece 
before it is published. Students 
should also keep in mind that 
submission does not guarantee 
publication.
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Jason Sedy
Copy Editor

A couple of weeks ago, this 
reporter noticed an unusual 
addition to one of the bike 
racks here at school — some-
one had stealthily adorned 
one end of the rack with 
brightly colored knitting, 
creating a sort of “bike-rack 
cozy.”

Because I sometimes com-
mute to school by bike, I hap-
pened to notice the colorful 
knitted creation right away. It 
is located on the bike rack at 
the Southwest corner of the 
quad, near the bell tower.   

On one hand, the artwork’s 
bright colors may add a bit 
of character to an otherwise 
sterile, urban landscape. On 
the other hand, the soft yarn 
covering actually protects the 
bicycles’ paint-job, serving a 
more utilitarian purpose. Just 
what the doctor ordered, if 

you ask me.  
According to Wikipedia, 

the phenomenon is known 
by several names, including 
“guerrilla knitting,” “knit 
graffiti” and “yarnbombing.”   

My personal experience 
has revealed that the indi-
viduals who create these knit-
ted works sometimes refer 
to themselves as “knitting 
ninjas,” and may even carry 
out their clandestine knitting 
missions after hours, under 
cover of darkness. 

Indeed, I visited California 
a few years ago, and I encoun-
tered a similar work in front 
of a well-known bookstore.  
There, a serpentine bike rack 
had been almost completely 
covered with a cozy of many 
different colors of yarn, and 
the perpetrators even left 
their calling card.  The card 
was affixed to the artwork 
with a small ribbon.  It 
featured the likeness of a tiny 

ninja, who was wielding a bit 
of yarn and a pair of knit-
ting needles. The card read:  
“Merced Midnight Knitters,” 
and urged readers to visit 
them on Facebook.  

According to Wikipedia, 
yarnbombing originated in 
Texas in 2005 and quickly 
spread across the globe. The 
site also mentions a group 
calling themselves the Jafa-
girls, (from Yellow Springs, 
Ohio) who gained interna-
tional attention in 2008 with 
their “Knit Knot Tree,” which 
was part of a local art event.

The Clarion would like 
to invite our local knitting 
ninjas to an interview for a 
possible upcoming story. If 
you are interested in discuss-
ing your guerilla knitting 
experience, please contact 
the Clarion staff at clarion@
sinclair.edu. We are willing 
to keep your identity anony-
mous. 

Jennifer Franer
Assistant Editor 

We start out the month 
on Nov. 5 with Gunpowder 
Day. Gunpowder day is the 
day that commemorates the 
Gunpowder Conspiracy of 
1605 in England. But what 
if Gunpowder Day this year 
just celebrates gunpowder? 
Go out in the garage and get 
the remaining fireworks from 
July 4 and shoot them off. If 
the cops come, tell them that 
it has to be legal because it is 
Gunpowder Day. 

Nov. 6 is Saxophone Day. 
On this day, feel free to go to 
the Music department and 
show off your skills. Maybe 
even try to get one of the 
Music majors to come to 
your class and play for you. 
Whatever you chose, do it 
with a saxophone in mind on 
this day. 

Nov. 9 is Chaos Never Dies 
Day. Chaos is everywhere — 
in class, at home, in your car. 
If you want to be crazy on 
this day, go ahead. Recognize 
the chaos in your life and 
embrace it, because this day is 
for you. 

Nov. 10 is Forget-Me-Not 
day. This day is reserved for 
remembering family, friends 
and loved ones. You can even 
remember your neighbor that 
lives right next to you if you 
want. 

On Nov. 12, Chicken Soup 
for the Soul Day is a day in 
which readers like me can 
indulge. Go to the bookstore 
and get all of the Chicken 
Soup for the Soul books you 

can find and read, read, read. 
Skip your classes to read or 
read in class, whatever the 
choice, it is yours. 

On Nov. 13 take your mean 
attitude and throw it out the 
window, because it is World 
Kindness Day. On this day, go 
up to that person you hate and 
kill them with — you guessed 
it — kindness. Be compas-
sionate, tell someone that you 
love their outfit, do whatever 
you want as long as it is kind. 

Nov. 16 is Button Day. On 
this day you can wear buttons 
galore; buttons on your shoes, 
buttons on your nose, buttons 
on your head. Come up with 
your own unique style on 
this day, as long as it involves 
buttons. 

Nov. 17 is Take a Hike Day. 
Remember that time when 
you were in a fight and some-
one told you to “take a hike?” 
Feel free to call that person 
on the phone and tell them 
that you decided to take their 
suggestion. Hike all day if you 
want, but make sure to dress 
warm because the winter 
weather is coming. 

Feeling absurd? Let it all 
out on Nov. 20 because it is 
Absurdity Day. Go and find a 
caterpillar and put it on your 
nose. Act like it isn’t there and 
go talk to people. Is it absurd? 
Who knows, because on this 
day no one cares. 

Nov. 21 is False Confession 
Day. This would be a terrible 
day to propose. If you decide 
to propose on this day, the girl 
or guy of your dreams may 
come back with a rude remark 
and you may have to reevalu-

ate your whole life. 
Nov. 23 is Eat a Cranberry 

Day. As comedian Ron White 
says, “If it weren't for Thanks-
giving and bladder infections, 
cranberry growers would go 
broke.” So do the growers a fa-
vor and get your cranberry on. 

For those shopping addicts, 
Nov. 26 is for you. Shopping 
Reminder Day is just as it 
sounds: a reminder to go 
shopping. Go out and spend 
your day worrying not about 
the amount in your bank ac-
count, but about how you can 
spend the amount you have. 

Nov. 27 is Pins and 
Needles Day. On this day, 
you can embrace those 
tickling feelings of having a 
body part fall asleep all you 
want. Those pins and needles 
don’t know what’s coming. 
This time you won’t dance 
around trying to get them to 
go away. 

Nov. 29 is Buy Nothing 
Day. I assume this day exists 
because you already spent 
all your money on Shopping 
Reminder Day. On this day, 
do nothing shopping related 
and eat the remainders of 
your Thanksgiving dinner.  

Nov. 30 is Stay at Home 
Because You Are Well Day. 
Are you well? Then stay at 
home. Use this day to clean 
your house, become one with 
your couch or play with your 
pets. Whatever it is, stay at 
home, because you are well. 

If you have any unique No-
vember holidays you would 
like to share, email us at 
clarion@sinclair.edu. Happy 
celebrating. 

Carly Orndorff | Clarion Staff

The bike rack on the Southwest corner of Sinclair's campus has been partially knitted. If anyone has any informa-
tion, please contact the Clarion.


