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Frank Browning is the newly elected Stu-
dent Government Association president.

Barbara Battin | Photo Contribution

Rev. Nicole Ashwood is part of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Peacemaking Program 
and will be speaking at Sinclair during the International Peacemaker event on issues 
based on gender justice, racial equality and human trafficking on Oct. 15.
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Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief

Campus Ministry will host its an-
nual International Peacemaker event 
and according to Interfaith Campus 
Minister Barbara Battin, the event 
is intended to promote worldly 

peacemaking through various guest 
speakers from around the globe.

“The International Peacemaker 
is a program that we do every year,” 
Battin said. “It is one that is through 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A 
Peacemaking Program, and we have 
access to peacemakers that they 

bring through their International 
Peacemaker program and they bring 
12 to 15 people from around the 
world who are engaged in peace-
making and peace building in their 
countries.”

Members who are chosen to speak 
have knowledge in certain areas and 
hope to share their wisdom in order 
to give listeners a better under-
standing on the subject, in order to 
promote unity and peace.

“The definition of peacemaking 
and peace building is very wide. It 
could be environmental justice, it 
could be working with women and 
children, it could be active engage-
ment in conflict resolution and 
transformation,” Battin said. “So 
it’s a very broad sense that we build 
peace along the way, and we do it in 
day-to-day relationships as well as 
political associations, and we learn 
the skills of peacemaking and peace 
building in our local communities.”

Jennifer Franer 
Assistant Editor 

The Sinclair Community Col-
lege Learning Centers located in 
Englewood, Huber Heights and 
Preble County provides a dif-
ferent environment for students 
who do not attend the downtown 
Dayton campus. 

“The Learning Centers provide 
access, high quality instruction 
and affordability,” Dawayne 
Kirkman, director of the Learn-
ing Centers said. 

Kirkman expressed his excite-
ment in the Learning Centers 
by discussing some of the goals 
the centers have been working 
toward.

At the Preble County Learn-
ing Center, Wright State classes 
started this fall in Organizational 
Leadership. These classes will 
help Sinclair students who plan 
to transfer to Wright State and 
work toward their bachelor’s 
degree. 

“It will get students in the 
pipeline for Wright State’s Orga-
nizational Leadership degree,” 
Kirkman said. 

In the spring, a plan for video 
conferencing is underway. 

“Sometimes for a class to run, 
you need a certain amount of 
students to be enrolled,” he said. 
“With the live class, you can offer 
it in Englewood and stream it 
to Huber and Preble at the same 
time.” 

Kirkman said with this option, 
it almost guarantees that there 
will be enough students enrolled 
in a class to keep it going.

“It isn’t like students at Preble 
and Huber are just watching the 
class either,” he said. “They are 
interacting; its two ways and the 
teacher is interacting.”

Kirkman said a survey was giv-
en over the summer to students, 
where they expressed apprecia-
tion for convenient parking and 
aspects of personal relationships, 
such as knowing one another on 
a name-to-name basis. 

“Our first goal with the Learn-
ing Centers is creating awareness 
and availability,” he said. “Our 
second goal is focusing on creat-
ing a one-stop shop characteristic 
that becomes well known to stu-
dents and faculty by increasing 
the resources that are available.” 

More than 2,000 students 
attend the Learning Centers, ac-
cording to Kirkman. 

“I love that students can actu-
ally complete here,” he said. “A 
lot of students can start their 
Ohio transfer module classes, 
but they can also complete here 
in Liberal Arts and Business Ad-
ministration.” 

In addition, Kirkman said he is 
proud of what the Learning Cen-
ters brings to the community.

“I love that Sinclair is a college 
for the community and that we 
are literally in the community in 
Englewood, Huber Heights and 
Preble County,” he said. “I am 
proud of what we give the com-
munity.” 

At the Learning Centers, every 
first Wednesday of the month a 
Sinclair Talks is presented. 

Whitney Vickers and Carly Orndorff | Clarion Staff
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Editor-in-Chief

Sinclair Community College’s 
Student Government Association held 
its elections for their new officers on 
Sept. 27. The elected officers for the 
academic year are Frank Browning 
for president, Josh “G2” Estepp as vice 
president, Aerial Rowland for secre-
tary and Fabio Rosa as the treasurer.

SGA Advisor Tom Roberts is 
pleased about the elected officers.

“I’m excited about Student Govern-
ment and we’re going to make things 
happen,” he said.

Browning said he is also excited for 
what’s to come.

“I think my goal this year is to really 
define what Student Government does 
and get it known to Sinclair,” Brown-
ing said. “I think we put a number on 
it, 15,000 or 20,000 students we’d like 
to reach by the end of this year — it’s a 
really good bet, and we’re going to do 
this by enhancing campus life … as 
well as we’re going to dabble in some 
diversity issues.”

The officers were voted on by mem-
bers of the student senate. Roberts 
hopes by next year, SGA can hold a 
campus-wide election.

He said the reason students didn’t 
vote on the newly elected officers was 
because not a lot of students know 
about SGA.

Browning understands this and 
hopes to change it.

“Sinclair doesn’t have a campus 
life, it’s very nonexistent and the only 
thing like campus life is clubs,” he 
said. “We’d like to branch out, because 
there’s a lot of students that are not a 
part of the clubs. They’re either doing 
classes or doing a job on campus and 
we like to reach those individuals 
and bring them together for some 
fun entertainment, as well as some 
educational experiences. It’s just an 
untapped resource.” 

He defines campus life as students 
coming together on campus to meet 
and learn from each other.

“Campus life is very hard, [depend-
ing on the] college,” Browning said. 
“As a community college, you kind of 
get that stigma that there is no campus 
life and you go to [community] col-
lege and then you go to the next step, 
which is a four-year … To me, campus 
life would be a gathering of students 
on campus doing something for the 
community or just hanging out and 
teaching everyone about their experi-
ences or what they do. You can meet a 
lot of great people if they just hung out 
on campus.”

Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-chief

Lori Zakel, dean of Liberal Arts, 
Communication and Social Sciences, 
owns an 11-year-old border collie who 
herds sheep, cattle and ducks.

Above, Zakel is shown demonstrat-
ing a duck herding exercise to children 
in the Early Childhood Education 

program.
She said her dog normally herds her 

sheep, cattle and ducks every morning 
and night from their regular setting to 
a confined location to keep them from 
predators. 

She said it started 10 years ago 
when her daughter got an Australian 
shepherd upon getting involved with 
the 4-H Club. 

“We went to someone who gave 
lessons on sheep herding and both our 
Australian shepard and Lily, (the bor-
der collie shown in the photos above)  
— they were both very interested in 
herding, which prompted us to get a 
couple sheep. And basically our sheep 
were dog toys, so it gave the dogs 
something to do. Now, we’re up to 25 
sheep and the three ducks,” she said.
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Oct. 1 
Sinclair Talks:

Critical Thinking
Building 2 Room 334, noon to 1 p.m. 

Oct. 3 
Sinclair Talks:

Love Yourself Financially? 
Building 2 Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 8  
Sinclair Talks:

See the Person not the Disability
Building 2 Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 2  
Sinclair Talks:

Hispanic Heritage Month
Huber Heights Learning Center  

Lobby, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 4 
Volleyball Game

Quad: SCC vs. Ind. T. Jv, SCC vs. 
MUM. SCC vs. Cedarville

Building 8 Gymnasium 6, 7 & 8 p.m.

Oct. 9 
Sinclair Talks:

International Series: Kenya 
Building 8 Stage Area, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 2 
Volleyball Game

Sinclair vs.  
Owens Community College

Building 8 Gymnasium, 6 p.m.

Oct. 4 
Sinclair Talks:

Dogs on Campus
Building 2 Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 9 
Sinclair Talks:

Finding your Career Passion 
Preble County Learning Center 

Room 112, 1 to 2 p.m. 

Oct. 3 
Sinclair Talks:

Learn to Learn — Study Skills!
Building 2 Room 334, 10-11 a.m.

Oct. 7  
Sinclair Talks:

Domestic Violence 101:  
How to Recognize and Respond 
Building 2 Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 9 
Volleyball Game 

Sinclair vs.  
Cincinnati State Community College

Building 8 Gymnasium, 6 p.m. 

The objective of the game is to fill 
all the blank squares in a game with 
the correct numbers. There are three 
very simple constraints to follow. In a 
9 by 9 square Sudoku game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must 

include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers must 
include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 
by 9 square must include all digits 
1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins with 

some squares already filled in, and 
the difficulty of each game is due to 
how many squares are filled in. The 
more squares that are known, the 
easier it is to figure out which num-
bers go in the open squares. As you 

fill in squares correctly, options for 
the remaining squares are narrowed 
and it becomes easier to fill them in.

Sudoku Tips: Start by looking for 
numbers that occur frequently in the 
initial puzzle. For example, say you 
have a lot of 5’s in the initial puzzle. 
Look for the 3x3 box where there is 
no 5. Look for 5’s in other rows and 
columns that can help you eliminate 
where the 5 might go in that box. 
If there is a 5 in column’s 1 and 2, 
then there can’t be a 5 anywhere 
else in either of those columns. You 
know then that whatever leftmost 
3x3 box that is missing a 5 must 
have it go in column 3. If you can 
eliminate all the possibilities in that 
box except for 1 square, you’ve got 
it down!

Across 
1 Tower site
6 "That last piece of cake is 
mine!"
10 Hemingway nickname
14 Once __ time ...
15 Shield border, in heraldry
16 Skunk's defense
17 Roulette choices
18 Roulette, for one
19 Baltic native
20 Some boxing wins
23 Not bare
24 Large expanse
25 Cause a stir
31 Bath accessory
33 TV talk pioneer
34 March composer
35 Destructive Greek god
37 Like May through August, 
literally
40 Bar order
41 Use Comet on
43 Rejection from the top
45 RMN was his vice president
46 Sitcom security device that 
often defeated its own purpose
50 Bread, at times
51 Salad cheese
52 Where to find the starts of 20-, 
25- and 46-Across
59 Winter coat
60 Michigan city or college
61 __ Janeiro
62 Part of a plot
63 Pleased
64 Navel phenomenon
65 Tools for Wolfgang Puck
66 Italian noble family
67 Fancy moldings

Down
1 Burger King supply
2 For each one
3 Recipe instruction
4 Supplement nutritionally
5 Race ender
6 Outcome of successful negotia-
tions
7 Camaro __-Z
8 A bit down
9 Dojo instructor
10 Game divided into chukkers
11 Arabian Peninsula seaport
12 Tools for Wolfgang Puck
13 Gallery showing
21 Senegal's capital
22 Swimmers Crocker and Thorpe
25 Rudder's locale
26 Coin-tossing attraction
27 Gooey lump
28 Upholsterer's choice
29 Previously owned
30 Cut the skin from
31 Like "padre," e.g.: Abbr.
32 BP subsidiary
36 Drag to court
38 Like some millionaires
39 Expensive
42 Pear variety
44 Lake on the New York border
47 Silo filler
48 Hogwarts castings
49 Thoughtful
52 Cuzco native
53 Muffin grain
54 Flock females
55 Latin I verb
56 Single
57 "Garfield" canine
58 "Cheers" actor Roger
59 Maple yield

Thursday, Oct. 10 
Throwback Thursdays 
Nightclub to feature 90s music with 
an overall retro vibe.
Pulse Nite Club
Event to start at 10 p.m. until 2 a.m. 
Costs $5 for those 18-20 and free 
for those 21 and older.

 
Friday, Oct. 11 
Glow in the Night 5K — 
Dayton, Ohio 
Three mile running course to benefit 
Dayton Children’s Medical Center. 
Participants will run covered in 
“glowrific color dust” as the event 
takes place during the night hours.
Eastwood Metropark
Event to start at 7:30 p.m. and costs 
$40 to participate, open to all ages.
 
Saturday, Oct. 12 
Miamisburg Fall Festival 
Event to feature inflatables, hay 
rides, games, music and a giant 
pumpkin and candy guess.
Riverfront Park
Event starts at 12:30 p.m.  
until 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 13 
Pancake Breakfast 
Buffet to include pancakes, bacon, 
sausage, scrambled eggs, fruit, 
cinnamon rolls, tea, juice  
and coffee.
The Dayton Woman’s Club
Event starts at 9 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. and costs $13. Reservations 
are recommended by calling  
937-228-1124.

Monday, Oct. 14 
Spooktopia 
Mike Hemmelgarn to feature 
juggling, ventriloquism, magic and 
audience participation. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
wear their Halloween costumes. A 
professional photographer will also 
be available to take free photos of 
attendees with their costumes  
and a rescue animal from  
Cool Critters Outreach.
Dayton Mall
Event starts at 10 a.m. until noon, 
free for all ages.

www.sinclairclarion.com

www.facebook.com/sinclairclarion

Each week, the Clarion 
will feature a photo of stu-
dents without identifying 
them. Keep your eye out 
for a Clarion photographer 
throughout this semester. 
It’s up to our readers to 
figure out if they or some-
one they know has been 
spotted.
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The Clarion will soon begin a contest amongst stu-
dents called “Caption This.” Heres how it will work:

• It will consist of the Clarion running a photo with no
   caption. 
• Students can email their captions to the photo that is
   being ran for the current edition to clarion@sinclair.
   edu. 
• All submissions will be judged and the winning photo
   caption will be ran in the following edition; the 
   winner will receive a $5 Starbucks gift card. 

To participate, look for the weekly caption this photo 
and submit your caption to clarion@sinclair.edu.

On Wednesday, Oct. 
16, the Englewood Learn-
ing Center will present a 
Sinclair Talks on Poetry 
reading at 10 a.m. and then 
again at 1 p.m. At the read-
ing, students will be able to 
bring poetry of a favorite 
author to read, as well as 
their own poetry if desired. 

“Instructor Dottie Bely 

Assistant Graphic Designer 
Requirements:  
  - Minimum of 6 credit hours on campus
  - 2.0 GPA or above
  - Ability to work 10-15 hours per week
  - Experience in Adobe Photoshop,  
    Illustrator and InDesign
  - Visual Communications major
  - Preferably someone who will graduate       
    from Sinclair in 2015

Reporters 
Requirements:  
  - Minimum of 6 credit hours on campus
  - 2.0 GPA or above
  - Ability to work 2-4 hours/week
  - Prefer candidates who have taken  
    Introduction to Journalism

Distribution Coordinator Assistant 
Requirements:  
  - Minimum of 6 credit hours on campus
  - Must be dependable
  - Currently have a 2.0 GPA or above 
  - Must be able to work Monday afternoons 
  - Hourly Wage

For more information you can e-mail us at clarionsinclair.edu 
Applications for this position are on the door at the Clarion 
office at 8027.

Browning added that he 
would like to see a diversity 
center on campus.

“I know we have a chief 
diversity officer on campus, 
but I believe it should be 
expanded,” he said. “Diversity 
is very broad, like a place for 
Muslims to pray, that way they 
don’t have to do it in public 
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contact our advertising 
representative at  

512-2744

The Clarion will soon begin a contest amongst stu-
dents called “Caption This.” Heres how it will work:

• It will consist of the Clarion running a photo with no
   caption. 
• Students can email their captions to the photo that is
   being ran for the current edition to clarion@sinclair.
   edu. 
• All submissions will be judged and the winning photo
   caption will be ran in the following edition; the 
   winner will receive a $5 Starbucks gift card. 

To participate, look for the weekly caption this photo 
and submit your caption to clarion@sinclair.edu.

Learning continued from front

On Wednesday, Oct. 
16, the Englewood Learn-
ing Center will present a 
Sinclair Talks on Poetry 
reading at 10 a.m. and then 
again at 1 p.m. At the read-
ing, students will be able to 
bring poetry of a favorite 
author to read, as well as 
their own poetry if desired. 

“Instructor Dottie Bely 

is going to lead that and 
anybody can bring their 
own poetry to read or your 
favorite poet,” Kirkman 
said. “That will happen in 
the Englewood lobby.”

For more information on 
the Learning Centers, visit 
sinclair.edu/learningcen-
ters/.

Carly Orndorff | Clarion Staff

The Englewood Learning Center is 
located in Englewood Ohio.

This year’s International 
Peacemaker is Nicole Ash-
wood, who is from Jamaica. She 
will focus on gender justice, 
racial equality and human traf-
ficking.

“[She] works from a Chris-
tian perspective with respect 
and concern for all people,” Bat-
tin said. “She’s also had some 
time in Switzerland with the 
World Council of Churches, so 
she has a very broad experience 
in the world.”

Battin said the event will be 
presented as a Sinclair Talks, 
followed by a 20 to 30 minute 
Q and A session, then lunch 
with Ashwood. 

Battin said she has lunch 
tickets available, which will 
enable students to possibly get 
their lunches for free. She said 
students can claim these on a 

first come-first serve basis.
Students  may also buy or 

bring their own lunch.
In addition, Battin said Ash-

wood will be speaking in some 
religious studies classes and in 
the community during her time 
in Dayton as well.

“[She’s going to use] her over-
arching metaphor or umbrella 
metaphor, the welcome table, 
because in Christian tradi-
tion and Jewish tradition and 
Muslim tradition … [they] talk 
about a table that is open. So 
the welcome table is an image 
that encourages  ...  sharing 
food, sharing life and that needs 
to be an open table — every-
body’s welcome,” Battin said. 
“We promote justice in the 
peacemaking, peace building,  
...  being concerned for every-
body and working for justice 

and compassion for everybody. 
Then she’ll focus on the [issues] 
of gender justice, racial equality 
and human trafficking.”

The event will take place on 
Oct. 15, starting at noon in the 
Library Loggia. The Q and A 
will take place at the same loca-
tion. However, the lunch will 
take place in Building 7, Room 
006A afterward.

“The Presbyterian Church 
brings people to educate us, 
to help us grow in our skills,” 
Battin said. “Sometimes in this 
country, we think we have all 
the answers and these people 
come because they are expe-
rienced in peacemaking and 
peace building in other cultures 
and have something to share 
with us in the United States.”

Upcoming events for the Campus Ministry office

Labyrinth Walkers
First Tuesday of each month,  

noon — 1 p.m., Builing 10, 
Room 310

International Peacemaker
Oct. 15, noon, Library Loggia

Id ul-Adha: A Celebration 
and Equal Opportunity

Oct. 21, 4 — 5:30 p.m.,  
Building 7, Room 006A

Open House
Oct. 22, 11:30 a.m. — 1 p.m., 

Building 10, Room 310

Make a Difference Day
Oct. 26, contact Barbara Battin 

for more information

Advent/Christmas  
Meditations

Dec. 4, noon — 1 p.m.,  
Building 2, Room 334

Speech continued on page 6

Ellesse Rodriguez
Staff Writer

Fellow students from 
Adjunct Faculty Member 
Melody McBride’s CAT 
1701 class will be putting 
together a free speech wall 
for the Young Americans 
for Liberty club.

McBride’s class is an 
orientation to construction 
trades and working with 
concrete course that’s avail-
able on campus. McBride 
volunteered her class to 
create this wall as a project 
in order to get it approved 
by the college. 

The goal of the free 

speech wall is to incourage 
student involvement and 
create a platform for stu-
dents to participate in other 
activities. The YL club said 
the free speech wall would 
do just that.  

“A lot of what we do is 
to promote the message of 
liberty,” Young Americans 
for Liberty club President 
Josh Hail said. “We are the 
largest pro-liberty organiza-
tion [U.S. college] cam-
puses [and] we’re trying to 
get a perception of students’ 
view on government spying. 
That is going to be one of 
our prompt questions — 
how they feel about NSA.” 

Hail said he felt that the 
free speech wall would 
impact students.

 “We have projects that 
the national organization 
puts together and we just 
pick from those projects,” 
Hail said. “The free speech 
wall was what we picked 
we felt that a 20-foot wall 
would make an impact and 
get a lot of visibility.”

The event will take place 
at this wall on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, starting at 9 a.m. 
and ending at 4 p.m. The 
wall is being set in place 
outside of Building 7 by the 
fountain.

SGA continued from front

Browning added that he 
would like to see a diversity 
center on campus.

“I know we have a chief 
diversity officer on campus, 
but I believe it should be 
expanded,” he said. “Diversity 
is very broad, like a place for 
Muslims to pray, that way they 
don’t have to do it in public 

… maybe just a private place 
for them to go practice their 
religion without anyone saying 
anything. I know one of the 
things Brite Signal was doing 
was trying to get a LGBT re-
source center here on campus, 
and that could also be put into 
a diversity center. It could also 
talk about African American 

culture, international students 
could come and share their 
cultures and it could have 
resources for everyone.”

Roberts said the officers 
are currently in the process 
of deciding a meeting time. 
When the time is finalized, all 
students are welcome to attend 
SGA meetings. 
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Jennifer Franer
Assistant Editor 

Who she is…
Nilofar (Nilu) 

Gagan, a Business 
Administration 
major who be-
lieves inspiration 
comes from the 
people around 
her. 

Why she’s  
interesting…

Gagan is originally from 
India, where she was born 
into a family of medical doc-
tors. 

“I am the first [in my fam-
ily] to come to the United 
States,” Gagan said. “Since 
I was a baby, my parents 
always said that I was rebel-
lious.” 

Gagan said she was always 
against the traditional cul-
ture in India that did not al-
low women to have freedom 
to do what they wanted. 

“In India, women are 
treated very differently, they 
are not free to choose what 
they want to do,” she said. “I 
never liked that culture, I was 
always against that. I wanted 
a guy that would marry me 
and let me do a job or study 
after getting married.” 

Fortunately, Gagan's fam-
ily arranged for her to be 
married to an Indian-Amer-
ican man from the United 
States, who she met through 
a family friend.

“My father was always 
independent, he wanted 
women’s rights,” Gagan said. 
“That is why my father said it 
was okay to marry Adam and 
come to the United States.”

Gagan said that she is very 
glad she married her hus-
band, Adam. 

“He’s very inspiring to me 
and to men in India,” she 
said. “I hope that they learn 
from him.” 

Gagan said if she would 
not have married Adam, she 
would not have control of her 
life.

“If I say ‘Adam I am go-
ing out with my friends,’ 
he would be fine,” she said. 
“He’s such a nice husband, I 
really appreciate him.”

Gagan said that when she 
came to the United States, 
it was not like she imagined 
at all. 

“I took a big risk to come 
here,” she said. “When I came 
here, it was totally different. 
The diversity of people I did 
not expect at all.”

On her way to the United 
States, the plane Gagan was 
on stopped midway in New 
York. 

“My plane stopped in New 
York and it was raining,” she 
said. “And when my flight 
landed, I saw the rainbow. 
I think that was a sign from 
God saying my life would be 
colorful here.”

Gagan has a passion for 
helping others and seeing the 
inspiration that can come 
from the people around her. 

“I’m very interested in 
always making new friends,” 
she said. “I just like helping 
people, it really makes a dif-
ference when you help some-
one financially, emotionally 
or just as a friend.” 

Gagan said on her street 
growing up, she knew of 
families that were poor and 
it was not uncommon to see 
children that were naked, sit-
ting on the street eating dirt.

“I would ask them why 
they were so happy and they 
would say, ‘the people, the 

people around me are just so 
nice,’ and it would make me 
cry,” she said. “It really makes 
a difference — everyone 
needs someone to talk to and 
to share to.”

Gagan said a big reason 
that she is involved in the 
International Students Orga-
nization at Sinclair Commu-
nity College is because she 
wants to help others. 

“I want to make a differ-
ence in someone’s life before 
I die,” she said. “I want to 
help those international 
students because I know how 
it feels when you leave your 
family and go to a totally new 
world.”

Gagan said one of the best 
things about Sinclair is the 
feeling she gets of not giving 
up on your life.

 “One of the best things is 
the diversity of age; you can 
have people that are 50 years 
old in your class — not that 
they are old, just inspiring,” 
she said. “It is proof that they 
are not giving up. In India, 
you will find that people in 
college are all fresh out of 
high school.” 

Gagan is president of the 
International Students Or-
ganization and A Culturally 
Educated Sisterhood club at 
Sinclair. She also works in 
the Student Leadership De-
velopment office and volun-
teers at Sycamore Hospital. 

“Sometimes I question 
myself and wonder why I 
am doing all these things, 
but I don’t regret anything,” 
she said. “It’s inspiring, I am 
inspiring myself. It’s giving 
me motivation and reason to 
live a life.”

Gagan said in the two years 
she has been in the United 
States, her life has changed 
for the better. 

“I don’t know what good 
I could have done in my life 
to let God bless me to come 
here,” she said. “I am very 
fortunate to be here and 
when I think back on my life 
I’m like, ‘man my life is fun.’”

Jennifer Franer |  Clarion Staff

Jennifer Franer 
Assistant Editor 

With nearly a month left 
in the season, the Sinclair 
Community College volley-
ball head coach K.C. Gan 
acknowledges the team’s 
accomplishments.

“The team keeps doing 
better and better, we are 
now 23-3 overall and 5-1 in 
the conference,” Gan said.

Although the last four 
matches were against non-
conference teams, Gan 
believes that the Tartans 
keep improving with each 
game. 

“My team is very different 
because, fortunately, I have 

all-American players on the 
team,” he said.

Gan said that his players 
can attack very well, but 
believes that just like any 
other team, there is room 
for improvement. 

“They are ready to play 
against anybody,” Gan said. 
“My players are able to at-
tack very well, but there are 
weak points they have to 
work on, and are working 
on.” 

Gan believes that the 
team is coming together as 
a unit, and has seen im-
provements throughout the 
2013 season. 

“My Marie Rank, she 
has been working really 

hard in every match. She 
is a leader,” Gan said. “My 
number 10, Jessica Thobe, 
has been very consistent in 
her hitting. She averages 12 
to 15 hits per match nor-
mally.”

In the previous games, 
Gan said that his second 
string has put forth an 
outstanding effort and 
that Carly Butler has been 
improving. He believes she 
will be a valuable player by 
the end of the year. 

“My second string players 
in the last couple of match-
es have had to step up,” 
Gan said. “My number two 
Carly Butler has improved 
a lot; by the end of the year 

she will be an outstanding 
player. She plays very well.”

Gan said the Oct. 2 game 
against Owens Community 
College was one he was 
ready for. 

For 13 years straight, Ow-
ens has been the champion 
of the conference.  

"My team is ready to play 
against Owens,” Gan said. 

The team beat Owens 
Community College 3-1 on 
Oct. 2 for the first time in 
Gan's 15 year career.

Gan also said that he is 
proud of his team and ex-
cited for what is to come. 

“I am really excited for 
the games and proud of my 
team,” he said. 

Carly Orndorff | Clarion Staff

The Sinclair Community College volleyball team played against Owens Community College. Volleyball coach K.C. Gan said it was the first time in his 15 
year career that they beat Owens.
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Jason Sedy 
Copy Editor 

I am a Mechanical Engi-
neering student at Sinclair 
Community College, and I 
work part-time as a copy editor 
at the Clarion student news-
paper. I was recently asked to 
write a short piece about my 
experience here at Sinclair, and 
how I manage the day-to-day 
challenges of student life.  

First, it is important to know 
that I am somewhat of an older 
student; I just turned 40 in Au-
gust. As such, I probably have 
a slightly different perspective 
than many of the younger stu-
dents who are just coming out 
of high school. Also, I think 
the backpacks got heavier. 

Another thing that may in-
fluence my eccentric perspec-
tive is that I recently moved 
here from the West coast. 
Even though I have lived in the 
greater Cincinnati area before, 
I have been away for 20 years 
or so, and am still getting used 
to my new environment.  

 That said, I am very pleased 
to be back in school. I am 
studying mechanical engi-
neering, but I am also learning 
about robots, which I find 
endlessly fascinating, as well as 
fast-paced and technical. 

I feel fortunate to be able 
to study at Sinclair and have 
been uniformly impressed by 
the quality of the programs, 
the campus, faculty, staff and 
students.

College life can pose many 
challenges to students, young 
and old. Time management 
often becomes an issue, espe-
cially for those students who 
hold down jobs while attend-
ing classes full time. There is 
plenty of homework to do, and 
after several hours of school 
and work, we may not particu-
larly feel like spending a few 
more hours doing homework. 
However, I find that hard work 
almost always pays off and 
when combined with a posi-
tive attitude, a more favorable 
outcome is usually the result.

Another challenge that 
can contribute to the time-
management issue is housing 
and the cost that comes with 
it. If you live close to campus, 
that’s usually ideal. If you have 
to commute, there is the added 
time spent each day in the car, 
not to mention the costs of fuel 
and vehicle maintenance. Cur-
rently, I have a unique housing 
situation where I barter for my 
accommodations. Specifically, 
I am a mechanic and I am able 
to trade on my skills to pay for 

rent.  
I like my location in 

Beavercreek, but it is several 
miles from school, so I have 
to commute. That takes a bite 
from my pocketbook in the 
form of added fuel costs. To 
alleviate that cost, I sometimes 
commute to school by motor-
cycle. I enjoy zipping around 
on my little Kawasaki, but 
the fall semester also means 
shorter, cooler days and wetter 
weather, so that solution is 
somewhat limited.  

Perhaps a more practical 
commuting solution for me is 
to rent a smaller space within 
a mile or two of campus, and 
commute by bicycle to my 
classes and my part-time job 
with the school newspaper. 
That’s what I did when I stud-
ied automotive technology in 
Olympia, Washington back in 
the early 2000s, and it worked 
out very well. Often, weeks 
went by while my automobile 
sat unused in the driveway col-
lecting fallen leaves.

Like Olympia, Dayton is a 
relatively small town and new 
bike paths seem to be pop-
ping up everywhere, so bike 
commuting is probably going 
to work out just fine.  I recently 
attended a Courteous Mass 
ride in downtown Dayton, 

where I met a few of the local 
bicycle commuters. One of 
them is actually in my robot-
ics class — Dayton is a small 
town, indeed.   

Again, I feel fortunate to be 
here and like many students at 
Sinclair Community College, 

I am looking forward to what 
the future holds for me. Also, 
like many students, I thor-
oughly enjoy summer — as 
it fades away and the leaves 
begin to turn color, I am re-
minded that nothing stays the 
same forever and the ability to 

stay positive and see possi-
bilities while adapting to life’s 
demands is perhaps one of the 
most important survival skills 
a person can acquire.

Remember to have fun and 
ride your bike once in a while. 

Speech continued from page 3

“Members of our YL 
team will be running a table 
beside the wall, students 
will be given markers and 
construction paper to post 
whatever they feel about the 
government on the wall,” 
Hail said. “It’s a wake up 
call trying to stir people up 
from their everyday lives to 

see what’s going on in the 
world. Even though they’re 
serious topics, we try to 
do it lightly. There’s not 
much as a student organiza-
tion that we can do except 
inform people, so we have 
to have fun.”

Young Americans for 
Liberty, along with the 

students from McBride’s 
class, are expecting to see 
students ready to speak 
their minds at this event. 
If any student has ques-
tions or wants to learn more 
about the organization and 
it’s purpose, email Hail at 
Joshua.Hail@my.sinclair.
edu. 
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"It'd be Mr. Kennedy from eighth grade 
English because he personalized to each 
[individual]. How they learned [in] different 
ways, and he would spend extra time with 

people that [didn't] get it. We had books we had to read and 
some people would catch on a lot quicker and he would 
break it down for them. So ... he took a personal interest in 
students."

Cheyenne Smith 
Nursing major

Who was your most influential 
teacher and why?

Photos & Reporting by Whitney Vickers and Ellesse Rodriguez

“Probably Ms. Cullen, she was our culinary 
arts teacher at Carroll, she was pretty 
awesome. She was really nice, no matter 
what class you were struggling in, she 

would help you and she was really just a sweet lady. If you 
forgot lunch money she would cook you something for 
lunch. She always did that for me, and she picked me for the 
academic award for her classes."

Selena Lambert 
Business major

“I really enjoyed a teacher named Dallas 
Willard, he's an author and teacher of 
Philosophy from USC in California. He's 
great because he allows his audience to 

think beyond what people have taught them before. Which, 
to me, is brilliant."

Andrew Pierre-Thevin 
English major

“Johnson Romero; he's a professor at 
UD that teaches theology. [He taught me] 
To keep working hard. If necessary, take 
small steps but keep going. He also told 

me to, take advantage of every opportunity, [and to] always 
finish something that I have started and not to quit because 
it wastes time."

Luis Miranda 
Chemical Engineering

Graphic Designer
Carly Orndorff

937.512.4576
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Adam Al-ibraheem
Contributing Writer 

My name is Adam Al-
ibraheem and I believe in 
reading. 

I believe that reading is 
the key to learning what-
ever one wants or needs 
in order to achieve almost 
any goal one sets for him or 
herself.

W hen I was younger, 
my father came to visit 
me from Kuwait during 
the summer between my 
sophomore and junior 
years in high school. My 
father would call me in the 
morning and request that I 
pick him up from a book-
store around the Dayton 
mall area. Usually later on 
in the afternoon, I would 
show up at Barnes and 
Noble or Borders, in order 
to meet up with him for the 
day. 

I would always find my 
father in the café drink-
ing hot tea with a stack of 
books he had found within 
the store. Meeting him 
like this went on for a few 

days until finally I asked 
him: “W hy are you always 
at the bookstore? That’s so 
boring, why don’t you go to 
the mall or see a movie?”

My father responded 
“Oh my son Adam, I love 
to read; I read all the time. 
Did you know I have my 
own personal library that 
has the biggest selection of 
books in Kuwait?”

I told him that I did not 
believe him; he then asked 
me what I was interested 
in. 

I told him that I wished 
I wasn’t so shy, and that 
I was more outgoing and 
able to talk with anyone 
effortlessly. 

My father laughed and 
then said, “My son, the 
bookstore offers all kinds 
of different books from 
physics to psychology, to 
astrology and such. Did 
you know that there is an 
entire section of books on 
how to communicate more 
effectively?” 

I was shocked and told 
him that I was unaware of 
this. 

My father then said: “A 
bookstore has all kinds of 
different books to choose 
from and you can learn all 
kinds of different things. I 
know of a good book that 
I believe may help you to 
become a better communi-
cator, I believe it is called 
‘How to Win Friends and 
Inf luence' or something 
like that...let us go and see 
if they have it.”

The book my father was 
talking about was actually 
Dale Carnegie’s, “How to 
Win Friends and Inf luence 
People.”

I began to read that book 
and devoured it in one 
night. I think I read the en-
tire book three more times 
within one week. 

My father left a few 
weeks later, but left me 
with one of the most valu-
able lessons: the joy of 
reading. Because of that 
small event 10 years ago, 
you can now find me at 
the local bookstore with a 
large stack of books as well. 

Since I learned about 
the joy of reading, I have 

utilized the knowledge 
I acquired from books, I 
am no longer shy and can 
communicate to strangers 
in a relaxed manner. I, too, 
also have a large collection 
of books in my house — 
just as my father said he 
did. I will never forget that 
experience he shared with 
me 10 years ago. 

My name is Adam Al-
ibraheem and I believe in 
reading.

Students are welcome to 
submit their own “This I 
believe” writing pieces.

The Clarion is open 
to other student-written 
opinion pieces that may have 
been written for a class.  

If interested, submit your 
piece to clarion@sinclair.
edu.

If submitted, we reserve 
the right to edit the writing 
piece before it is published. 
Students should also keep in 
mind that submission does 
not guarantee publication.

stay positive and see possi-
bilities while adapting to life’s 
demands is perhaps one of the 
most important survival skills 
a person can acquire.

Remember to have fun and 
ride your bike once in a while. 
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