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Sinclair Foundation buys 
prospective land to begin phased 
implementation and expansion of 
its family of learning centers.

Warren County’s population is projected to be 
near 372,000 by 2035, according to Sinclair Com-
munity College’s studies. And the college expects 
those projected numbers to create a large need for 
higher education in the vastly growing community.

So to follow David Sinclair’s motto, “Find the need, 
and endeavor to meet it,” Sinclair has begun its pre-
liminary expansion of the Courseview Campus.

The ambitious long-range plan, hopes to address 
the needs of 8,000 to 10,000 future students by offer-
ing 50 to 75 academic programs. 

The expansion of the campus will include the 

construction of eight to 10 new buildings, over 75 to 
85 acres of land. 

A large portion of that proposed area was pur-
chased by the Sinclair Foundation this past March for 
the sum of $4.5 million. 

During the August Board of Trustees meeting, 
Sinclair approved a movement to complete an archi-
tectural and engineering design study of the Stress 
Engineering building, which sits adjacent to the 
Courseview campus. 

The approved study will cost no more than 
$75,000. When the study is complete, Sinclair Presi-
dent Steve Johnson will make a final recommenda-
tion to the Board of Trustees this November on what 
needs to be accomplished as far as renovations are 
concerned. 

Subsequently, Johnson said he will be asking for 
$3-4 million for the suggested renovations. 

The Sinclair Foundation purchased the Stress En-
gineering building along with a land purchase in July. 

“Right now there is a business in there, but they are 

moving,” Johnson said. “And when they vacate that 
building, we will renovate it, and effectively double 
our space.”

The future of Courseview Campus has been 
planned out over six phases according to Sinclair 
literature. Those six phases are to be completed over 
the next 25 years and Adam Murka, director of public 
information at Sinclair, said the proposed phased 
implementation should help meet the need of a grow-
ing community. 

“Sinclair is committed to providing the highly 
trained workforce that Warren County will need 
to remain one of the fastest growing regions in the 
State of Ohio,” Murka said. “Growing the Warren 
County campus will allow more people throughout 
Southwest Ohio access to high quality and affordable 
education.”

Murka mentioned that no part of the funding 
which is used for the Dayton campus was used to buy 
any of the land that was recently purchased.

Courseview Campus expanding
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Sinclair's vision for how the Courseview Campus will expand by 2035.
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Kal Penn, actor and National Obama 
Campaign Co-Chair, hosted a press 
conference call with Ohio student 
reporters on Sept. 25 to discuss the im-
portance of student registration, student 
voting and the president’s record on 
possible student-interest issues. Sinclair 
Community College was invited to 
jump on the call and ask a couple ques-
tions.

When the Clarion asked about Presi-
dent Obama’s track record and policies 

that might be of specific interest to 
community college students, Penn cited 
several of the administration’s efforts to 
increase college affordability.

Penn made two points regarding 
Obama’s attempts to make post-second-
ary education more affordable. He said 
the president doubled funding for Pell 
Grants and that he proposed the Ameri-
can Opportunity Tax Credit.

“Doubling the Pell Grant was no 
small feat,” said Penn. “It was something 
the president promised that he would 
do; it’s something that he delivered on. 
And I’ve had the chance to talk to quite a 
few folks who qualified for that and now 

are able to be in school because of it.”
Penn also cited the American Oppor-

tunity Tax Credit (AOTC) as another 
factor helping to increase college afford-
ability by providing a maximum annual 
tax credit of $2,500 per student.

He referred to the AOTC as being a 
major point of contention between Con-
gressional Republicans and the presi-
dent. He retold a story he heard while 
working in the White House in which 
the president ultimately walked out on 
Speaker of the House John Boehner and 
Representative Paul Ryan, after it was 
asserted that discussions concerning 
middle-class tax cuts would not com-
mence unless the president agreed to get 
rid of the AOTC. 

Penn stated that different philoso-
phies regarding the role of government 
and its responsibility to make these 
kinds of investments separate the right 
from the president.

“He [Obama] has consistently stood 
up for community colleges, career col-
leges, trade schools, innovation, manu-
facturing and technology; precisely 
because that’s going to continue to grow 
our economy,” said Penn.

He also pointed out that Dr. Jill Biden, 
wife of Vice President Joe Biden, has 
several decades of experience teaching 
at community colleges and has part-
nered with the president in support for 
community colleges. 

Penn also said that students have 
been critical to the president during the 

campaign.
He said that volunteers have played 

an important role during this election 
cycle by offering to canvas, phone bank 
or even go door-to-door in their dorm 
rooms or apartment complexes to make 
sure people are registered to vote. 

Penn mentioned several stories of 
young people who had expressed their 
recognition of Obama’s achievements 
as being their motivation to volunteer 
in 2012.

Penn referenced the repealing of 
“Don’t Ask, don’t tell” by telling a story 
of his own about one of his buddies who 
was now able to bring his boyfriend to 
his Marine Corps training graduation. 

“We’re seeing a lot of people volun-
teering now because of those stories,” 
said Penn. “That’s probably the most 
important thing that folks can do to 
explain what the stakes are in this 
election: to share with their friends the 
stories about why they’re involved, or 
why they’re even curious about getting 
involved, or why they registered to vote 
in the first place. Almost everyone’s got a 
story like that. Almost everyone’s taking 
out student loans or paying a tuition bill 
or applying for a job when they gradu-
ate.” 

Deadline for voter registration is Oct. 
9, and early voting is available in Ohio 
from Oct. 2 through Nov.2. Along with 
early voting, Penn encouraged visiting 
gottavote.com.

Actor Kal Penn speaks to Ohio students 
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Kal Penn, most recognizable for his work in the "Harold and Kumar" movie series, is now co-
chair of the National Obama Campaign. (In photo) Penn speaking at the Democratic National 
Convention in 2012.
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The Brite Signal Alliance club 
hopes to promote equality and 
a safe space environment for all 
students by educating and rais-
ing awareness of the LGBTQA 
community around campus. 

Club President Matthew 
Gutierrez said the club is about 
promoting a happy, healthy and 
nurturing learning environ-
ment.

“It boils down to love,” said 
Gutierrez. “It’s not about what 
goes on in the bedroom. It’s 
about being able to love who you 
love.”

Created in 2009, the club 
hosts its weekly meetings, bake 
sales, petitions, fundraisers, class 
panels, yard sales and more. 
Gutierrez said, activities vary 
month to month. “The prom we 
never had,” held last February, 
was hosted by the Brite Signal 
Alliance Club. They are in the 
planning process for a second 
prom to be held sometime next 
semester.

Members are invited to be as 
active or inactive as they wish. 

Gutierrez said there are four 
different levels of membership: 
voting, nonvoting, general 
member and officer. 

To be a voting member, 
the person must be a Sinclair 
student, taking classes and in 
good standing academically. A 
nonvoting member is a member 
that belongs to the general com-
munity — a Sinclair staff mem-
ber or a non-Sinclair student. An 
officer is the leader of the club. 
They must meet all criteria to be 
a voting member.

To become a member, you 
should attend meetings, sign up 
for the club newsletter and like 
the Facebook page.

However, you don’t have 
to be a member to attend the 
meetings. 

Gutierrez said the weekly club 
meetings are open to everyone.

Safe space workshops are pro-
vided upon need. Students and 
staff members are shown videos, 
and are allowed to ask questions. 
The purposes of the safe space 
workshops are to train students 
about safe space environments 
and how to be an ally.

Gutierrez said a safe space 
environment is an atmosphere 
that is healthy for all students- 
regardless of the student’s 
sexuality.

An ally student is someone 
who is described as anyone will-
ing to stand up for equality.

Gutierrez said the club is 
hoping to change the campus 
environment towards homosex-
uals by promoting an accepting 
environment for all students.

“It’s hard to change the world,” 
said Gutierrez. “But that’s not 
going to stop me from trying.”

Weekly meetings are held 
every Wednesday from 5 to 6 
p.m. in Building 4 Room 011. 

Raising 
Sinclair's 
LGBTQA 
Awareness
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Answers on page 5

Sudoku Tips: Start by look-
ing for numbers that occur fre-
quently in the initial puzzle. For 
example, say you have a lot of 
5’s in the initial puzzle. Look for 
the 3x3 box where there is no 
5. Look for 5’s in other rows 
and columns that can help you 
eliminate where the 5 might 
go in that box. If there is a 5 in 
column’s 1 and 2, then there 
can’t be a 5 anywhere else in 

either of those columns. You 
know then that whatever left-
most 3x3 box that is missing a 
5 must have it go in column 3. 
If you can eliminate all the pos-
sibilities in that box except for 
1 square, you’ve got it down!

The objective of the game 
is to fill all the blank squares 
in a game with the correct 
numbers. There are three very 
simple constraints to follow. 
In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku 
game:
• Every row of 9 numbers 

must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of 
the 9 by 9 square must in-
clude all digits 1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins 

with some squares already 
filled in, and the difficulty of 
each game is due to how 
many squares are filled in. 
The more squares that are 
known, the easier it is to fig-
ure out which numbers go in 
the open squares. As you fill 
in squares correctly, options 
for the remaining squares are 
narrowed and it becomes 
easier to fill them in.

Answers on page 5
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weekly sudoku
Across
1 Trot or gallop
5 Home with a domed roof
10 Stylish
14 Earth Day sci.
15 Playground chute
16 Avatar of Vishnu
17 Four-to-midnight production over-

seer, say
20 Bill of Rights amendment count
21 "Les Misérables" author Victor
22 Parisian love
23 "What __ the odds?"
24 In liberal amounts
26 Dead battery hookup
31 Get hitched in a hurry
32 Without warning
37 Unload for cash
38 Colorado ski city
39 Secure in the harbor
40 Mind readers
42 Luxurious bedding material
43 Encased dagger
45 Popular restaurant fish
49 18-Down, on a sundial
50 Shoreline feature
51 Stare at impolitely
53 Time Warner "Superstation"
56 Dry runs, and a hint to the starts of 

17-, 26- and 43-Across
60 Clumsy one
61 Mail for King Arthur
62 Wrinkle remover
63 MDs for otitis sufferers
64 With tongue in cheek
65 Maddens with reminders

Down
1 Bothersome insect
2 Exercise woe
3 Nickel or dime
4 Tiny toymaker
5 Periodical publisher
6 Sound from a water cooler
7 Fat-reducing procedure, briefly
8 Poem of praise
9 "__ the ramparts ..."
10 Punishment's partner
11 Is wearing
12 Poker concession
13 Have in stock
18 Midafternoon hour

19 __ parking
23 Winesap, e.g.
24 Most capable
25 Draw up a schedule for
26 Kid around
27 Oscar-nominated Peter Fonda role
28 "__ Flanders": Defoe novel
29 Social divisions
30 Wolf pack leader
33 Muscat resident
34 "Surely you don't mean me"
35 Hairdo
36 Seaside swooper
38 Contented sounds
41 Exams for sophs or jrs.
42 Winter Olympics entrant
44 Swank of "Amelia"
45 Move furtively
46 Scandalous newsmaker of 2001-'02

47 Alaskan native
48 Outplays
51 "Goodness gracious!"
52 Earth sci.
53 O'Hara homestead
54 Opinion website
55 IRS form entries
57 Inexperienced, as recruits
58 Go wrong
59 Moral wrong

Oct. 9
•	 Disney College Program Presentation 

Building 7 Room 006, Noon & 5 p.m.

Oct. 9
• Sinclair Talks 

Stress Management 
Library Loggia, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 10
• Sinclair Talks 

Wilfred Orr - Peacemaker from Ireland 
Library Loggia, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 10
•	 Sinclair Women’s Volleyball Game  

vs. Findlay University J.V. 
Gymnasium in Building 8, 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 11
• Sinclair Talks 

Single Parents: The Balancing Act 
Building 2 Room 2334, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 13
•	 Culture of Competition in the Arts 

Stage Area of Building 8 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oct. 16
• Sinclair Talks 
Self-Confidence 
Building 2 Room 334, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 17
• Sinclair Talks 

England 
Building 8 Stage Area, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 18
• Sinclair Talks 

Single Parents: 
Taking Charge of your Life 
Building 2 Room 2334, Noon to 1 p.m.

Oct. 18
•	 Shuttle bus service to and from 

Welcome Stadium parking lot ends

Oct. 18
•	 B Term Begins

•	 If you have an event or activity that 
you would like featured in the Clarion, 
email your information to: clarion@sinclair.edu. 
Include the date, time, and place of your event and 
write Campus Calendar in the subject line.
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To ensure the Sinclair men’s basketball 
players are fully conditioned and prepared 
to run a quick transition offense this season, 
head coach Jeff Price has turned up the 
workout regimen.

On top of typical cardio-vascular inten-
sive workouts during practice and regular 
weight training, the team has been using a 
fairly new system called TRX.

TRX is a suspension training system 
that allows the athlete to use his own 
bodyweight as the resistance. Price said 
that TRX adds another dimension to the 
player’s workout and has challenged the 
team while increasing their endurance. 

Starting point guard Charlie Byers said 
the TRX system can be challenging. 

“It just depends on how hard you want to 
go,” Byers said. 

In addition to TRX, Price said he has 
been working the team out in the pool as 
well. He said Sinclair’s pool, which has been 
newly renovated, helps balance the players 
out. 

Price said that the normal wear and tear 

of consistent jumping and running takes its 
toll as the season progresses. 

“All that jumping wears our guys out,” 
Price said. “And the pool gives them a 
change of pace while relieving some of the 
stress from their lower bodies.” 

Price said he has always been a fan of 
developing and using new practice and 
training methods. And he feels that older 
more traditional skill oriented training 
methods are outdated. 

“Some of the things I had to do when 
I was playing were just brutal,” Price said. 
“Throwing the ball out there and making 
guys fight for it was stupid. You’re just ask-
ing for an injury. As a coach I’ve always tried 
to make sure we are training our guys in the 
safest way possible.”

Both the pool and the TRX suspension 
training system room are located in Build-
ing 8 at Sinclair and Price said the players 
will be using both systems all season long.

athlete of the week
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Jessica Thobe is one fo three co-captains on Sinclair's volleyball team. She averages 
4.76 kills per set, ranking #2 in the nation at the Division II Junior College Level.

Be creative. 
Work at the Clarion.
The Clarion is hiring a...

Requirements:

 › Strong knowledge of WORDPRESS

 › Must be proficient in HTML and coding

 › Must be taking at least 6 credit hours

 › Flexible hours

 › Position may be used for Capstone

 › 2.0 GPA or above

 › Hourly wage

Join the staff of 
    the Clarion

Applications for this position are on the door at the Clarion office at 8027. 
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the
Clarion

To assist with The Clarion's online web page

Photos contributed by Jeff Price

The 2012 men's basketball team uses a variety of workouts, including TRX, a suspension training system that uses the athletes own 
body weight as resistance.
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Jessica Thobe is a two-sport athlete for 
Sinclair Community College and has 
been recognized as one of the best players 
on the women’s volleyball team. 

Most recently, Thobe was ranked as 
one of the best attackers at the Division II 
junior college level, ranking #2 in kills per 
set at 4.76, according to National Junior 
College Athletic Association statistics.

Thobe also will play softball for the 
Tartan Pride in their inaugural season 
after a 21-year absence from Ohio Com-
munity College Athletic Conference 
competition. She said she loves to hit, 
but plays the infield with the spirit of a 
volleyball player. 

“I have a volleyball mentality, so I’m 
like diving everywhere,” Thobe said. “But, 
volleyball is definitely my favorite.” 

As the Lady Pride head into the latter 
parts of the season, Thobe said she hopes 
the team can continue their winning 
ways. Most recently, the Pride won 15 
straight games to boost their record to 
22-4 overall on the season. 

For any other normal volleyball player, 
a 15 game win streak would be a personal 
high - but not Thobe. She said while play-
ing for Lehman Catholic High School in 
Sidney, her team won 28 straight games- 
including a State Championship at the 
Division-4 level. 

“It was something that we worked for,” 
Thobe said. “The team we played in the 
regional finals was the team that won the 
past three years. We we’re all determined 

to not let them win a fourth year. It was so 
exciting [to win].” 

Thobe said she loves to have fun while 
playing the game of volleyball, and cred-
its Sinclair coach K.C. Gan for bringing 
the fun back to the game. 

Thobe took last year off from volleyball 
as she attended Wright State University. 
She said nagging injuries caused her to 
take a year off to rejuvenate. But she soon 
got the itch to play again and that’s where 
Sinclair came into the picture. 

“I needed to take a year off, but then I 
realized I missed [the game],” Thobe said. 
“Plus I changed my major.”

She is now studying Sign Language at 
Sinclair, which is something she said she 
has always had an interest in. 

Thobe is a co-captain on the Tartan 
Pride and has showed her leadership 
qualities by playing through injuries dur-
ing some key games. 

 In fact, during the loss to Owens 
Community College on Sept. 8, her 
shin gave her so much pain that she 
couldn’t even jump. But to help her team’s 
chances, she fought through the pain. 

“I’d rather be playing in pain than not 
playing,” Thobe said. “Usually I’m into 
the game so much, I don’t even think 
about it.”  

Now Thobe said her team is out for 
revenge and wants the Sinclair students 
to help cheer on the team as they face 
Owens again – this time it’s at home and 
Thobe thinks Sinclair will have much 
better chances. 

“[The win streak] gave us more 
confidence,” Thobe said. “It proved to 
ourselves that we are a good team and 
proved we can beat good teams.”

Photos contributed by Jeff Price

The basketball team also uses the swimming pool as a way to work out without stress 
to their lower bodies.

Men's basketball uses TRX, 
pool to boost conditioning
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puzzle solutions

sudoku
• Every row of 9 numbers must 

include all digits 1 through 9 in any 
order.

• Every column of 9 numbers must 
include all digits 1 through 9 in any 
order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 
9 square must include all digits 1 
through 9.

crossword
• To solve this puzzle, refer to the 

clues on pg. 3 (On Campus).

• Use the given clues to place words 

within rows and columns of the grid.

• Solutions can only be spelled left to 

right, and up to down.

• Use the letters within rows to solve 

puzzles within columns

Editor
Giustino Bovenzi

Graphic Designers
Olga Klepinger

Patrick McCauley

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the Clarion 
in Room 8027 or email: clarion@sinclair.edu.
All submissions are subject to editing without 
changing content.

editorial cartoons
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Kings Island is by far the 
widest and largest venue being 
examined during our Hallow-
een review — making it un-
doubtedly the most anticipated 
of them all. 

The heavy fog that covers 
the park welcomes you in and 

increases your hopes 
for a great night. 

As you traverse 
the park, the oc-

casional costumed 
actor surprises you, adding 

an element that no other 
park offers. 

In all honesty, the 
scare zones have 

little to no ap-
peal. The 

huge 

lines that are as long — if not 
longer, than those for the 

roller coasters — are not worth 
the wait. There are many to visit, 
but not much effort is put into 
them. The actors don’t try their 
hardest to scare you, and it’s 
rather disappointing.  

However, to make up for it, 
Kings Island has a handful of 
rides, games, restaurants and 
attractions that are open to offer 
a nice change of pace once you 
get bored with the scare zones. 

The coasters are top class, and 
in my opinion, more fun to ride 
at night. 

When you add it all up, it 
totals an experience to avoid if 
you are looking to be scared.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at visitkingsisland.com 
for $25.99 on Fridays and 
$31.99 on Saturdays. Hours of 
operation can be found at on 
the website as well.

Parking is a hassle for those 
who don’t have a gold pass, add-
ing another $15 for your own 
personal fright night.

Mike Huson
Reporter
clarion@sinclair.edu

One, two, someone’s coming for you. Three, 
four, try to find the door. Five, six, tons of terror 
and tricks. Seven, eight, bring a friend or date. 

Nightmare on Valley Street boasts over 40 
live monsters that stalk and scare guests as they 
make their way through an ominous wooded 
trail and a deceptively elaborate maze.

The first thing I noticed was the short wait 
at the mouth of the Haunted Trail. Time flew 
watching small groups of guests begin to fidget 
and make nervous small talk as they overheard 
the screams, booms and chainsaws from within 
the woods. 

On the trail, well-hidden monsters sprang out 
from all directions. What seemed like a 10-foot-
tall grim reaper slowly crept along and at one 
point a motorcycle chased us, provoking me to 
run like a bat out of hell. 

Not far from the trail’s end is the Rat Trap’s 
entrance. And my adrenaline was still pumping as 
a Sinclair student introduced the next attraction.

“This is an emergency exit sign; they are 
located throughout the Rat Trap” said Jerri Lynn 
Watts, Valley Street volunteer. “If you turn into 
[w]ussies, you may go through an emergency 
exit.”

Everyone laughed and began the intimidat-
ing journey through a labyrinth of narrow-
ing walls, blood-soaked rooms and hanging 
dismembered limbs.

Nightmare on Valley Street also offers a third 
option with the Hillbilly Hayride. 

“Pirate scenes, graveyards, witches and war-
locks, four-wheelers, bulldozers, dump trucks, 
rats and snakes, but it’s just props — nothing 
scares, nothing runs [and] nothing moves,” said 
Lance Compton, the owner. “[Everything is] 
family-friendly.”

The Haunted Trail was great, but the Rat 
Trap was my favorite attraction, and I spent the 
whole time yelling and nervously giggling with 
every twist and turn. It was a blast.

Nine, 10, I’d go again.
Nightmare on Valley Street, at 4028 Wright 

Way Rd. (just after Valley St.), consists of a 
Haunted Trail for $12, a Rat Trap Maze for 
$10, and a Hillbilly Hay Ride for $10. A combo 
ticket for all three attractions is $20. 

For more info visit: 
www.nightmareonvalleystreet.com.

Nightmare on Valley Street

Trick-or-treating, costume parties, carving pumpkins and haunted houses: our most 
treasured Halloween traditions.
As the holiday is fast approaching, the Clarion's staff reviewed some of the biggest 
haunted houses in the Dayton area to inform our readers about which ones are worthy of 
a night out— and the money.

Those haunted houses include: The Land of Illusion, Kings Island’s Halloween Haunt, 
Nightmare on Valley Street and Dayton’s Haunted Butcher House. 
The information included gives a terror and variety rating, how well the actor’s played 
along, how real their makeup is designed, whether or not it’s worth a revisit and if its 
worthy of the cost.

Dayton Haunted house reviews

Giustino Bovenzi
Editor
clarion@sinclair.edu

One phrase signals your demise — “Fresh 
meat!”

As you walk your way up the dark, shadowy 
staircase leading into the Butcher House, your 
nerves can’t help but jump out of your skin. 

Throughout the haunted maze, there are a 
variety of scare-zones, which play on real-life 
situations. Each one could be more fright-
ening to you, depending on your own 
personal experiences. It makes you 
feel as if you are walking through 
several different horror films.

The floors shift at times, mak-
ing your stomach turn and your 
muscles tense-up as you attempt 
to navigate your way to safety.

Not knowing what to expect 
is probably the most frightening 
aspect of the Butcher House. Every 
dimly-lit area has another obstacle and 
another terror awaiting you. 

It takes around 15 minutes to traverse the 
entire maze, but during that time, the Butcher 
House’s actors really give it their all and try their 
hardest to scare you. 

I believe the $12 price of admission is well 
worth it, considering how much effort each 
person puts in for each scare. 

It’s typically about a 30 to 60 minute wait at 
the busiest times, emerging as the biggest flaw of 
the Butcher House. But long waits are expected 
at most, if not all, Haunted attractions. 

The Dayton Haunted Butcher House is open 
on Friday and Saturday nights until Halloween 
night. They are open from 8 p.m. until midnight, 
or until the last person in line has made it out of 
the haunt.  

The Haunted Butcher House located on 
Wayne Ave. in Dayton really provides an authen-
tic Halloween experience for a reasonable price. 

Dayton's Haunted Butcher 
House on Wayne Avenue

Overall Ratings 
Terror Rating: 2 out of 5
Actors and makeup: 3 out of 5
Variety: 5 out of 5
Revisit: Not for Halloween Haunt
Cost: Not worth it, unless you have  a 
gold pass

Jennifer Franer 
Reporter 
clarion@sinclair.edu

The Land of Illusion, located in Middle-
town Ohio, is a large-scale haunted attraction 
showcasing five different attractions and an 
entertainment center; offering a Halloween 
experience you will never forget.

Each attraction provides something different.
Within the Temple of Terror the only real 

frightening aspect of the experience is in the be-
ginning when you walk through a tunnel that is 
completely enclosed. If you were not claustro-
phobic before, prepare to be. The remainder of 
the time through the temple is spent unsure of 
who is going to terrorize you next. 

The Voodoo Bayou had very good actors 
and props. My favorite part was when a young 
boy would follow you all the way through with 
a gun pointed at your back furthering the fact 
that you are unwanted there, sending a chill 
down your spine. 

Prompted to put on 3D glasses before enter-
ing, the best part about 3D Killer Klowns is 
the visual aspect. The blinding neon colors 
along with the actors taunting and following 
you is exhilarating. If you find yourself lost in 
the fence maze, prepare to be criticized and 
mocked.

Dr. Psycho’s Haunted Estate was the attrac-
tion that I liked the least. The props were good 
but I felt that at this point the fact that you were 
not wanted was overplayed by the actors. 

The Middletown Haunted Trail was a long 
walk into the abyss spent wondering about who 
is going to jump out at you. The most frighten-
ing part was when you traveled through a tun-
nel that moved against the way that you were 
walking giving you a strong case of vertigo. 

The $35 price of admission to get into the 
Land of Illusion is reasonable considering you 
get to travel through five different attractions 
while also having the option of being enter-
tained with Club Zombie, which is the stage 
front and center where Halloween music is 
played and music videos are viewed. 

You can purchase a Fast Pass for $50 and it 
is a very good choice if you truly want to get 
through the lines quickly and get your scare on. 
The actors do a good job of making sure that 
they scare you at least once.

The make-up for the actors is some of the best 
that I have seen, seeming lifelike. 

The line for The Land of Illusion can be long 
but as long as you arrive early you should be fine. 

Overall, I approve The Land of Illusion, and 
would recommend it to be visited this Halloween. 

the Land of Illusion in Middletown

Overall Ratings
Terror Rating: 4.5 out of 5
Variety: 4 out of 5
Actors and makeup: 5 of 5
Revisit: Yes
Cost: Worthy

Overall Ratings 
Terror Rating: 4 out of 5 
Variety: 5 out of 5 
Actors and make up: 5 out of 5 
Revisit: Yes 
Cost: Worthy
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 Kings Island: 
Halloween haunt

 Kings Island: 
Halloween Haunt

Overall Ratings
Terror Rating: 4.5 out of 5
Variety: 4 out of 5
Actors and makeup: 3.5  of 5
Revisit: Yes
Cost: Worthy
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