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AAMI: THE UNKNOWN BROTHERHOOD OF SINCLAIR

FR
EE

Justin A. Baker
Staff Writer 

There is an organization on campus 
available, to which I have recently 
had the pleasure of being introduced 
to. It is mostly unknown on Sinclair’s 
campus. This group is called SAAB 
or Brother to Brother. 

An organization started by Dr. 
Tyrone Bledsoe in 1990, SAAB 
stands for Student African American 
Brotherhood. Its goal is to increase 
the number of young minority males 
graduating from college by creating a 
positive peer community based on a 
spirit of caring. 

The Sinclair chapter of this 
organization goes by the name 
AAMI, African American Male 
Initiative. It is overseen by Director 
of Student Enrichment, Christopher 
Welch. Under his charge are two 
coordinators, De’Shawna Yamini and 
Marc DeWitt. AAMI has become a 

huge part of their lives and means 
very much to them.

De’shawna Yamini has an 
associates degree from Sinclair 
in computer information systems, 

a bachelor’s from 
Wilberforce University in global 
management and communications, 
and a MBA from Franklin University. 
She has been with AAMI for one 

year but has worked at Sinclair for 
five. 

“[AAMI] is more than just young 
minority men getting acclimated to 
college and just getting by,” Yamini 

said. 
“It’s about 

them having 
better life 
outcomes. I don’t 
want them to 
just do well in 
college, but in 
life outside the 
walls of Sinclair 
by this program 
instituting a 
personal and 
professional 
development 

atmosphere. 
To succeed in this program, 
participation is key, as we serve 
about 70 students and we see half 
of them on a regular basis. I can 

proudly say I have seen these young 
men become more than just friends 
and classmates but brothers in the 
truest sense of the word. They have 
relied on one another, supported each 
other and have looked out for each 
other no matter the cost and that 
makes me truly happy.”

Marc DeWitt is another coordinator 
for AAMI. He started his education 
at Sinclair from 1994-97 before 
taking some time off. He then 
enrolled at Central State University 
in 2003 and received a bachelor’s 
degree in history and economics. 

He worked for the Monday 
correctional institute program for 
seven years before coming back 
to Sinclair in 2015 as a violations 
officer. 

He then became part of AAMI part 
time in Feb. 2016 and became full 
time in July 2016. 

AAMI continued on page 4
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Haley Edwards
Reporter

Zoe King is one 
of the incoming 
freshman to Sinclair 
Community College 
having graduated with 
the class of 2017 from 
Beavercreek High 
School. She is 18 years 
old and excited for the 
future.

King is a bit of an 
introvert but once you 
get to know her you 
wouldn’t even have 
guessed she was shy. She 
has a keen interest in all kinds of 
engineering; and a love for space and 
space travel. 

Though she moved around a lot as 
a kid, Zoe was born and raised within 
the confines of Beavercreek, Ohio. 

She decided to attend Sinclair 
Community College because she 
felt it was better to get her general 
education knocked out at a good 
price, instead of paying for them at a 

big university. 
Zoe plans to transfer to Miami 

University after she 
acquires enough 
credits to do so. 
King is very excited 
as she plans to 
earn her degree 
and get her career 
underway as soon 
as possible. 

She plans to study 
and eventually 
major in mechanical 
engineering.

“It covers a wide 
scope of topics 
and I love learning 

about as many things as possible all 
at once,” King said.

King plans to get a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering 
but would hope to specialize in 
Aerospace Engineering as a graduate 
degree. 

King also notes that she has interest 
in working for NASA as she pursues 
her graduate’s degree. The area of 
study she would hope to be working 

in at NASA is on the builder’s 
crew constructing the rockets. 
She also showed enthusiasm in 
conducting research to further 

understand our Solar System and the 
planets in and surrounding it. 

One of her favorite figures is Elon 
Musk, and she loves these quotes 
from him about Mars colonization: 

“I would like to die on Mars, just 
not on impact,” Musk said. “I hope 
that even if not in my lifetime we 
colonize Mars, and I would like to do 
whatever I can to help with research 
and building to help get us to that 
point eventually.” 

King takes her approach to her 
education very seriously, as she is 
very much a perfectionist. However, 
she understands it’s okay to take 
a step back every now and then 
and take a much needed and well 
deserved break.

King holds herself to high 
standards which can be seen and felt 
in her presence. King also seems to 
hold her friends to the same high 
standards and is always expecting the 
best from them. 

“Failure is inevitable but it’s a 
learning experience and whether you 
chose to learn from it is a pivotal 
decision,” King said. “I hold myself 

to high standards because I know I 
can always strive to be better, and I 
like to surround myself with people 
who are like-minded.” 

King sees herself achieving most, 
if not all, her goals in the future; 
like building blocks towards a 
bright future, she plans on taking 
everything one step at a time.

King shared a quote she used from 
her high school graduation that she 
believes is important for the Sinclair 
community to hear:

“We’ve always defined ourselves 
by the ability to overcome the 
impossible. And we count these 
moments. These moments when 
we dare to aim higher, to break 
barriers, to reach for the stars, to 
make the unknown known. We 
count these moments as our proudest 
achievements. But we lost all that. 
Or perhaps we’ve just forgotten that 
we are still pioneers. And we’ve 
barely begun. And that our greatest 
accomplishments cannot be behind 
us, because our destiny lies above 
us.” 

King is a proud and excited 
member of Sinclair who looks to 
use her education to forge new 
relationships and propel herself 
forward into excellence.

Tartan Spotlight: Zoe King

Jacob Conger
Reporter 

The week of Nov. 13 was 
Geography Awareness Week at 
Sinclair. Students, faculty and guest 
speakers came together on the upper 
level of the library loggia to learn, 
and celebrate the event.

This week long series of events 
was organized by the International 
Education Office and had a couple 
goals. The first was to show the 
international students of Sinclair that 
they are appreciated. The second 
was to provide a chance for students 
to learn about what lies in the world 
beyond Sinclair and for them to grow 
their awareness of these places.

In his opening speech on the first 
day, Scott Markland, Vice President 
of enrollment management and 
student affairs stated, “Your presence 
here enriches the lives 
of our broader academic 
community.”

Markland says 
that the surrounding 
community can learn 
a lot from the presence 
of the international 
students on campus.

He says that not only 
can this give students 
the chance to interact 

with people from different cultures, 
it can broaden students’ perspective 
and acceptance. 
   By learning about other cultures, 
even though many students may not 
get to travel outside of state, they can 
slightly experience and learn what it 
is like to live there. 

The week started out with 
International Student Recognition 
hosted by the International Education 
Office. After Markland’s short 
introduction speech, the mic was 
handed off to an international student 
at Sinclair, and he talked about where 
he was from and why he came here. 

The event continued with all sorts 
of students coming up and saying 
what country they were from to show 
the many parts of the world Sinclair 
reaches.

Tuesday’s event dealt with 
a common, and sometimes 

controversial marriage 
practice in other countries. 
Participants met in 
building 2 room 334 to 

hear Jay Patel, a Sinclair student, talk 
about his experiences living in an 
arranged marriage. 

While not commonly practiced in 
America, arranged marriages are 
commonplace within some cultures 
and religions such as Islam or Hindu. 
The practice is centuries old, and can 
fall into a few different categories.

The first of which is a suggested 
arranged marriage. In this type, the 
parents choose and then leave it up 
to the children. If the couple says 
they do not want to stay together, 
most of the time their wishes will be 
respected, and the search will start 
again. 

Conversely, there is the traditional 
forced marriage, where the decision 
is made by the parents and is 
permanent. 

Tuesday’s events continued with 
the showing of the movie “Two Blue 

Lines,” directed by Tom Hayes. This 
movie was shot over a 25 year period, 
and explores the conflict of Israel and 
Palestine, or rather the settlement of 
Israel on the Palestinians. It covers 
a very broad stroke of time from 
before all the way up to current day, 
ranging from topics such as political 
relevance to people.

Wednesday’s event was Study 
Abroad Stories, a largely open 
conversation oriented event focused 
around students. Gathering in the 
Library Loggia, students had the 
opportunity to meet and converse, 
and many stories were told about 
their experiences outside Sinclair 
walls. 

Geography Awareness week 
offered students the opportunity to 
observe the outside world from the 
comforts of campus. Information 
about the world beyond Sinclair 
was provided through conversation, 
presentations and a movie.

Geography Awareness Week
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Paul Helmers
Reporter  

The NFL has accused Dallas 
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
of “conduct detrimental to the 
league’s best interests” due to his 
actions during the recent contract 
negotiations with commissioner 
Roger Goodell.

The accusation letter was sent to 
David Boies, the attorney Jones hired 
while threatening to sue the NFL 
if Goodell’s contract was extended. 
The league compensation committee, 

which is ran by six team owners, has 
the authority to make the decision on 
Goodell’s extension.

Jones’s threats are thought to be 
in connection to the suspension 
of Cowboys running back Ezekiel 
Elliott, who was suspended earlier 
this season for a domestic violence 
issue.

Elliott and the NFLPA have been 
in legal battles with the NFL over 
the suspension all season, until 
Elliott dropped his appeal last week. 
Jones, however, insists the threats are 
unrelated.

Jones had been a non-voting 
member of the compensation 
committee before threatening to 
sue, but has since been removed 
from service on the committee. 

Jones has expressed concern 
over the compensation in the 
negotiation along with the 
way the NFL has handled the 
national anthem protests. He 
also mentioned the owners 
needing to revisit the amount 
of power granted to the 
commissioner.

 The compensation 
committee, chaired by Atlanta 
Falcons owner Arthur Blank, 
has added in the accusation that 
Jones distributed an outdated 

document relating to the 
state of negotiations with 
Goodell.

“Someone who is 
genuinely concerned ‘that 
the owners know the truth 
about the negotiations’ 
would not deliberately 
distribute such an outdated 
document, particularly when 
he has in his possession 
drafts that are current 
and accurately reflect the 
actual state of negotiations, 
or threaten to sue the league and its 
owners if he does not get his way,” 
the committee said in a statement.

Blank said in a statement the 
compensation committee planned to 
proceed with finalizing the Goodell 
deal and would keep other owners 
updated.

Jones claimed on his radio show 
last Tuesday that he had “well over 
half” of the league’s owners on his 
side, but there have also been reports 
of discussions that Jones could be 
removed as the Cowboys owner for 
his actions. This has been denied by 
a handful of owners or executives, 
according to Chris Mortensen of 
ESPN. 

The league does have rules 
governing conduct detrimental to the 

league. Under Article VIII, Section 
8.13 of the league constitution, 
Goodell has the authority to 
administer penalties for such actions.

These actions are defined as 
“conduct detrimental to the welfare 
of the League or professional 
football.”

These penalties include fines and/
or suspensions, and also forcing an 
owner to sell a franchise. Forced sale, 
however, would require the approval 
of the league’s executive committee, 
which has eight members including 
Jones. It would also need a three-
fourths approval vote from the 32 
NFL owners.

While things continue to escalate, 
it seems we still have not heard the 
last of Jerry Jones or Roger Goodell.

Kelsey Fitzpatrick
Reporter  

Many events were going on in the 
Dayton area to celebrate the veterans 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. Schools, 
businesses and churches all got 
involved in celebrating these men 
and women, offering items, deals and 
more.

One event that happened recently 
was held at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Park on South Patterson 
Blvd. in Dayton, where they 
recognized these men and women 
by presenting the American flag, or 
colors, amongst an enormous group 
of veterans and local Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) and Junior 
ROTC. 

At the event, a detail presented 
the colors and people from all over 
the area attended to show thanks for 
active duty, retired and separated 
military men and women. A few 
tables were present before and after 
the event, providing information 
about veterans.

“I think the most important part 
would be seeing the veterans happy 

that there are young 
kids out there that think about the 
wellbeing of our veterans,” said C/
Capt. Cheyenne Raleigh of Wayne 
High School’s Junior ROTC program. 

C/Capt. Raleigh is the Operations 
Officer of her program and is in 
her fourth and last year of Junior 
ROTC. She is also a training officer 
in charge of sophomore students 
enrolled in the course.

 “I would encourage everyone to 
go to this event! [The speaker’s] love 
seeing us there, as do the veterans. 

It warms my 
heart as a 
person to see 
that others 
care about the 
importance of 
[recognizing] 
our veterans.” 
C/Capt. Raleigh 
said. 

The event 
is annual, 
but this was 
the first year 
several high 
school JROTC 
were formally 
invited to 

participate in the event.
Another group that got involved 

in Veterans Day was Engage City 
Church, who recognized Veterans 
during their Sunday church service 
by gifting them a dog tag necklace 
with a bible verse written on it. 

Engage City Church is only a year 
old, borrowing Wayne High School’s 
auditorium to provide church services 
to Huber Heights. The church has 
about 400 people in attendance on 
Sundays. Engage City Church is very 

devoted to serving their community.
Chrissy Wampler, the pastor’s wife 

at Engage City Church, says, “We 
believe our culture does a poor job 
at celebrating sacrifice. We celebrate 
significance, but not sacrifice. At 
Engage, we notice what others look 
past. So we chose to honor those who 
have sacrificed for our freedom and 
our country’s freedom.”

Many businesses got involved too. 
Buffalo Wild Wings offered a free 
small wing meal to all veterans. 
Texas Roadhouse had a small menu 
of meals veterans could have for free. 
Several businesses across the nation 
offer free or discounted meals/items 
as a way of thanking veterans for 
their service.

Veterans Day has been celebrated 
nationwide since Nov. 11, 1919, but 
was originally called “Armistice 
Day.” The name was officially 
changed by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1954. 

The Dayton area was saturated 
with various events to attend on 
Friday the 10th and Saturday the 
11th. Many people of all ages got 
involved and gave back to these 
veterans to honor their service. 

Jerry Jones vs Roger Goodell

Dayton honors Veterans Day
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AAMI continued from front

   “The textbook answer [to what 
AAMI is and what its goal is] is 
closing the achievement gap for 
minorities, but in reality it’s a better 
outcome for minorities, because 
unfortunately not all members are 
going to graduate,” DeWitt said. 
   “I myself attended Sinclar but 
didn’t graduate,” DeWitt said. “But 
we can try to help prepare them for 
what may come, while also closing 
the achievement gap. The narrative 
for many young minorities is survival 
instead of education and growth.    

Opening these young men’s eyes to 
opportunities that they never thought 
possible fosters and feeds a vision or 
concept that can put them on a path 
not once thought available. To make 
this possible we have to be a strong 
community and collective.”
   Martez Warren is the current 
student-President of the AAMI. He is 
graduating this spring 2018 and plans 
to continue at Morehouse College, 
pursuing a degree in creative writing. 
He’s also a student ambassador 
helping students in need with 
enrollment and class scheduling. 

“[AAMI] has provided me with 
resources throughout the campus such 
as study tools and possible career 
connections that will come in handy 
later for advancement in my chosen 
field,” Warren said. 
   “[AAMI] has helped me foster 
powerful relationships with staff 
members and students that I know 
will endure the test of time. To any 
potential new members I encourage 
them to come to meetings every 
Friday at 2:00 p.m. in building 8 
room 027 because we share the 
secrets to great study skills as well as 
professional skills while developing a 
work ethic that will serve you for the 
rest of your life!”
   The student Vice President of 
AAMI, Rodney Mack Jr. is also 
apart of Phi Beta Kappa. He will be 
graduating Fall 2017 and intends to 
transfer to Wright State University to 
study Psychology and obtain a PsyD 
with a minor in Sociology. 
   Mack Jr.’s ultimate goal is to be the 
future director of AAMI at Sinclair or 
any other respectable college. 
“AAMI has been very influential in 
my life especially during periods 
of change that I have experienced,” 
Mack Jr. said. “Some for the better, 
some for the worst.” 
   “Thanks to this program I have 

discovered so much about myself that 
I didn’t know. This has helped propel 
me into the field of psychology. Marc 
and De’Shawna have become my 
surrogate parents, and this group of 
young men have become my brothers 
in all ways but blood. We have a true 
diverse group of minorities from 
all over the globe. The friends and 
brothers I have made from being apart 
of this group I will treasure until my 
last days.”
   AAMI is always looking for new 
members who are committed and 
dedicated to becoming who they want 
to become. 
   Their motto is “I am my brother’s 
keepers and together we will rise!” 
A powerful motto that will help them 
achieve their dreams.
   AAMI is located in building 8 room 
027. To learn more their website is 
Sinclair.edu\services\support\AAMI 
or SAAB National.org

Cerridwyn Kuykendall
Reporter

On Tuesday Nov. 7 Montgomery 
county voters passed the Issue 4 
levy supporting Sinclair Community 
College. The levy passed with 74 
percent of voters in favor. 

Issue 4 was a renewal levy of $28 
million that accounts for 20 percent 
of Sinclair’s funding. Sinclair has 
had several levies in the past with the 
same purpose of providing funding.                   
However Issue 4 was a renewal and 
therefore did not raise taxes any 
higher for Montgomery county. 

Senior Advisor to the President, 
Michael Carter, said this was a huge 
part of the message for the campaign. 

The purpose of the renewal was 
explained in four key points that 
were posted on the levy’s website: 
sustaining the quality of programs 
and faculty, keeping services and 
facilities up to date, expanding 
existing programs to meet evolving 
needs of the workforce and 
community and sustaining affordable 
cost for quality education. 

These points, Carter says, really 
outline what the levy is all about. 

20 percent of funding is a 
significant amount according to 

Carter and the full 
time Campaign 
Manager for the levy, 
Janet Schmitt. Without 
that 20 percent, some 
programs and services 
may have needed to be 
cut. 

“A lot of questions 
need asked when 
funding is paused or 
goes away.” Carter 
said. 

Furthermore, Carter 
said the funding enables Sinclair to 
continue doing great work for the 
students and community. Stabilized 
funding allows looking forward to 
the future of the school. 

“The renewal of the levy means 
we can continue to provide these 
services,” Schmitt agreed. 

The strong emphasis in the 
campaign that Issue 4 wouldn’t raise 
taxes was paired with the phrase 
“Keep Sinclair Strong.” This was 
often seen on yard signs and posters 
supporting the levy.

The other side voting against issue 
4 was “Keep Sinclair Fair.” This 
position argued that the levy not 
taxing other counties that are home 
to other campus locations, isn’t fair. 
The movement’s website urged a vote 

against Issue 4 until the residents 
of these other counties are taxed 
equally. 

The Keep Sinclair Fair movement 
is led by David Ezrati. On the 
movement’s website, Ezrati is quoted 
suggesting that Montgomery county 
voters are ultimately paying for the 
support of these other locations of 
Sinclair. 

However, despite this, 74 percent of 
voters still supported the levy. 

Both Carter and Schmitt said the 
levy passing with a 74 percent clip 
was a great approval of their work by 
Montgomery County voters. 

Schmitt said it was both humbling 
and exciting to see the strong faith 
and trust the community put in 
the hard work Sinclair does for its 

students and community. 
According to Carter and Schmitt, 

a lot of work was put into getting the 
renewal levy up on the November 
ballot. Before Aug. 1, the decision to 
put Issue 4 up on the ballot had to be 
made by the board. Schmitt said a lot 
of planning went into this decision. 

Schmitt took on the role of full 
time Campaign Manager for Issue 
4 on Aug. 15. She was the only paid 
employee but worked with over 450 
volunteers involved with supporting 
the effort. 

The campaign had 12 service 
areas including yard signs, going 
door to door, phone bank efforts and 
phone calls. Schmitt said 15,000 
phone calls were made by volunteers 
campaigning Issue 4.   

Dayton Daily News

Issue 4 Passes: What it means for students

De’Shawna Yamini

De’Shawna Yamini
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Justin A. Baker
Staff Writer 

Friendsgiving is a celebration of 
Thanksgiving for those who have more 
friends than family, or are separated 
from family by circumstance. 

While some celebrate Friendsgiving 
before heading home for the occasion, 
others gather their friends together in 
lieu of sharing the meal with relatives. 
There is some debate over who or 
when Friendsgiving was established. 

Some credit Baileys Irish Cream 
advertisements and various reality TV 
shows. But most people contribute this 
phenomenon, popularized by college 
kids and co-workers with no family, 
with the ever-popular television show 
“Friends.” 

“Friends” had many holiday 
episodes of the friends gathering 
together to share a meal instead of 

or before going to their respective 
families for dinner. That has 
morphed into the unofficial official 
holiday of Friendsgiving. 

Friendsgiving happens on or 
around Thanksgiving. It is the 
gathering of friends that have 
become your family while you are 
away from family, or avoid family 
for whatever reason. 

Traditionally the crock-pot is put 
to use while the sides are usually 
a potluck and are not always all 
traditional Thanksgiving foods. 

Many potluck sides range from 
lasagna, tofu, (because Mark is dating 
a vegan this week) beer, wine, and 
more beer and rolls. Sometimes a 
turkey is present. Many times it isn’t. 
It depends on the age range of your 
friends. 

You sit down around whatever 
tables you can scavenge up and chairs 
that don’t match and you enjoy the 

friends more than the actual meal 
while episodes of “Friends” play in the 
background, or whatever cheesy action 
movie your group of friends prefers. 

Friendsgiving is a magical time 
thanks to that wonderful combination 
of alcohol and festive spirit, with 
a pinch of poor decision making 
sprinkled in. It is common for two or 

more of your 
friends that 
usually hate 
each other 
to sneak off 
together for 
some extra 
Friendsgiving 
activities. 

Everyone 
pitches in 
to clean up 
for the first 
time in their 
lives and the 
rest of the 
evening after 
the meal is 
spent chilling 

out, talking about how horrible your 
families are and finally realizing Steve 
and Jennifer had disappeared. 

You guys then watch more “Friends” 
episodes or cheesy action comedies 
and slowly start becoming tired and 
sleep as the lasagna, turkey and tofu 
dinner digests. 

You look at the motley crew you’ve 
assembled around you, besides Steve 
and Jennifer, and a warm smile creeps 
across your face. 

These people may just be your 
friends, but in this moment and for the 
rest of time this is your other family. 
Not the one you were born into but 
the that you were fortunate enough to 
choose and you chose well.

Hours later Steve and Jennifer 
emerge from a room and try to play 
as if they weren’t missing during “Die 
Hard” one and two. Your friends/
family don’t let them and it’s joked 
about at next year’s Friendsgiving. 

As they said in Friends, “Happy 
Friendsgiving, and a miserable 
Christmas and New Years!”

Friendsgiving: The other November holiday 

A letter to the editor: Scholarship writing

Google

Dear Editor

   I recently saw a very cute article in The Clarion by Justin Baker called, 
“Justin A. Baker’s Five Steps Students Go through When Applying for 
Scholarships” which talked about the struggles of becoming distracted 
while writing essays--in this case, scholarship essays.
   As a Financial Aid Officer at Sinclair, I feel the urge to piggy-back on that 
premise to inform everyone that Sinclair has its own scholarship landing 
page at www.sinclair.edu/scholarships. 
   As it happens, the Sinclair Foundation is offering scholarships now until 
November 30th, and students can apply for many scholarships at once by 
clicking the red “Apply Online to Scholarships” button on that page. Check 
your Sinclair email inbox for updates once you’re done applying.
 

   There are also “External Scholarship Resources” and “Other Scholarship 
Resources” links on www.sinclair.edu/scholarships that provide direct links 
to scholarships available from outside organizations. 
Those listings update constantly, so check those every 2-3 weeks. Students 
who win an external scholarship would have checks sent to Sinclair’s Bur-
sar Office so funds can be applied to their account.
   Lastly, the Sinclair Library has a webpage with tips on writing scholar-
ship essays, and students can access it right from www.sinclair.edu/schol-
arships by clicking the “Scholarship Essay Tips” link to the left. That way, 
students like Justin can minimize his steps to apply for scholarships while 
maximizing the number of applications he submits. 

Katherine Gonzalez 
Financial Aid Officer

pexels

Tartan Opinion
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Paige Rogers
Reporter 

   One of the year’s most anticipated 
games is EA DICE’s “Star Wars 
Battlefront II.” An early beta was 
released for the game to give players 
a taste of what they can expect. 
   The game offers both multiplayer 
mode and a single player campaign. 
In the multiplayer mode there are 
several maps available to play on. 
They include three from the prequel 
trilogy: Kamino, Kashyyyk and 
Theed, five from the original trilogy-
era: Death Star II, Endor, Mos Eisley, 
Yavin 4 and Hoth and three from the 
most recent trilogy started by “The 
Force Awakens:” Starkiller Base, 
Jakku and Takodana.
   The multiplayer mode consists of 

different ways to play. 
They include 

Heroes v. Villains, 
Galactic Assault 
and Starfighter 

Assault 
modes. On 
console there 
is split screen 
arcade mode 
which also 
has different 
playing modes 
to choose 
from. 
One of the 
most stunning 
features of 
“Battlefront 
II” is the 
graphics. The 

maps in the game are larger and 
more detailed than its predecessor.
The team behind the game also 
added plenty of sound effects and 
music straight from the movies to 
create an authentic experience. The 
overhauled graphics and sound 
design look to impress and immerse 
gamers. 
   EA DICE’s goal is to make the 
player feel like they’re right in the 
middle of the “Star Wars” universe.
One of the criticisms of the original 
EA DICE “Battlefront” released two 
years ago was its lack of a single 
player experience. 
   “Battlefront II” corrects this with 
a new single player story campaign. 
Since the game was developed by 
Lucas films, Disney and EA, the 

story for single player is 
actually canon to the Star 

Wars timeline. The story 
takes place between 

the ending of 
“Return of the 

Jedi” and 
“The 

Force 

Awakens.” 
“Battlefront 
II” also 
includes 
many new 
characters 
from the 
series to 
play as. Rey, 
Yoda and 
Finn are the 
newest on 
the good 
side, and 
Kylo Ren, 
Darth Maul 
and Captain 
Phasma round 
out the new additions to the dark 
side. 
   There is speculation that 
General Grievous will be a 
playable character, but there is no 
confirmation on when he will be 
released. Finn and Captain Phasma 
will only be available with the free 
DLC that will come out after the 
newest “Star Wars” movie, “The Last 
Jedi” is released next month. 
   One negative aspect about the 
game that fans noticed during the 
beta was the microtransactions 
that were implemented. Instead of 
playing as different characters and 
leveling up that way, people can also 
buy the microtransactions and use 
star cards to level up their characters. 
Players find this to be an issue 
due to people being able to get an 
early advantage by “paying to win” 
instead of earning it all from in-game 
progression.
   EA made it less of a problem by 
making it impossible for the loot 
crates to drop the most powerful star 
cards. However, the vocal fans of the 
game are frustrated that people can 
just pay to get an advantage over the 
other players.
   The controversy continued on the 
discussion and media sharing site 
Reddit, when gamers expressed their 
frustration at the microtransactions. 
Players were especially frustrated 
that fan favorite heroes 
Darth Vader 
and Luke 
Skywalker 

were blocked behind a paywall. 
Alternatively it would take a player 
roughly 40 hours of gameplay to 
unlock the characters.
   EA DICE issued an apology on 
the site, stating “The intent is to 
provide players with a sense of pride 
and accomplishment for unlocking 
different heroes.”
   Currently, the comment has 
been downvoted at least 300,000 
times. (Reddit uses a voting 
system, upvotes mean approval and 
downvotes mean disapproval) This 
makes EA DICE’s comment the most 
downvoted Reddit comment in the 
12 years of its existence.
   “Star Wars Battlefront II” was 
released Nov. 17 and serves as an 
appetizer for the next installment 
in the film series, “The Last Jedi,” 
which releases Dec. 15.
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Erica Brandenburg
Reporter

The “Umineko: When They Cry 
- Answer Arcs” visual novels will 
be released on Nov. 17 on Steam. 
The Question Arcs were released 
on Jul. 6, 2016 and hold a “Very 
Positive” rating on the game’s 
page. 

“Umineko: When They Cry 
(When the Seagulls Cry)” is 
a series by Ryukishi07 and 
developed by 07th Expansion. 

Ryukishi07 is the penname of a 
43 year old Japanese man from the 
Chiba prefecture. 

07th Expansion is a doujin circle 
- a group of people that share a 
common interest or something 
similar- that specializes in a 
special type of visual novel known 
as sound novels. Ryukishi07 
as well as his younger brother 
known as Yatazakura are the 
only members of this circle as of 
current day.

As the name implies, sound 
novels focus more on the 
atmosphere, sound effects, music 
and dialogue as opposed to the 
art. Therefore, Umineko has a 
rather simplistic style that stays 
consistent throughout the course 
of the series.

“Umineko” takes place in the 
year 1986 and over the course of 
only two days, those being Oct. 4 
and Oct. 5. 

The plot kicks off with the head 
of the Kinzo Ushiromiya, the 
wealthy head of the Ushiromiya 
family, essentially being on his 

deathbed. He lives on a secluded 
island named Rokkenjima and 
it is there that the annual family 
conference is hold, the topic being 
how to split up Kinzo’s assets once 
he dies. 

However, a typhoon locks the 
island’s residents and the visiting 
family members on the island. 
Shortly after the typhoon begins, 
strange events begin to occur as 
well as the deaths of those on the 
island happening under mysterious 
circumstances.

The main character is Battler 
Ushiromiya. The son of Kinzo’s 
second son, this is the first family 
conference he has ever attended. 
Once there, he is reintroduced 
to the legend of the golden witch 
Beatrice. She is a witch that 
supposedly resides in the forest 

on Rokkenjima and a portrait of 
her is hanging up in the entrance 
hall of the mansion. Written 
beneath it is an epitaph with 
rumors that, if solved, the winner 
will receive gold and become the 

next successor of the Ushiromiya 
family.

As death falls over the family, 
it’s up to Battler to solve the 
epitaph before everyone on the 
island suffers a terrible fate. 

Alongside the sound novels, 
Ryukishi07 also helped turn his 
series into one that expanded 
over several medias. Manga, 
light novels and anime versions 
of “Umineko” have also been 
produced. The manga ran for 
53 volumes, the anime for 26 
episodes, and the light novels are 
still being released today.

“Umineko” is not Ryukishi07’s 
first time dabbling into sound 
novels either. His first series 
“Higurashi: When They Cry 
(When the Cicadas Cry)” 
is referenced throughout its 

successor. “Higurashi” takes 
place in the small village of 
Hinamizawa, a place that rests 
cradled in the mountains. The 
year is 1983 and the series 
stars a group of schoolkids 
that uncover many dark secrets 
within the town while avoiding 
the watchful eyes of people that 
have it out for those that look too 
deeply into the past.

Both series can be summed 
up as murder mysteries as 
well as psychological horrors. 
Ryukishi07’s works are not for 
the faint of heart if one is easily 
squeamish whether it’s due to 
sounds or graphic images present 
outside the sound novels.

Youtube
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What would you be more 
interested in seeing more of in 

the Clarion?

What  is your favorite section 
in the Clarion?

 
Which social media platform 

would you use to keep up with 
the Clarion?

What coupons would you like 
to see in the Clarion?

□ Tartan News
□ Tartan Opinion

□ National News
□ Economy
□ Social Issues
□ Campus Events
□ The Arts
□ Other ______________________

□ Campus Life
□ A&E
□ Puzzles

□ Instagram@TheClarion
□ Facebook Sinclair Clarion
□ YouTube SinclairClarion
□ www.SinclairClarion.com
□ Twitter@SinclairClarion

Name _________________
Major_________________
Age___________________
Gender________________

□ Bookstore
□ Aramark

□ Local Businesses
□ Other 
__________________

The

What would you 
interested in seeing m

the 

What  is your favorite
in the 

□ Tartan
□ Tartan

□ National News
□ Economy
□ Social Issues
□ Campus Events
□ The Arts
□ Other _____________

□ Campus Life
□ A&E
□ Puzzles

Name _____________
Major______________
Age_______________
Gender____________

p
p

What coupons would
to see in the 

□ Instagram@TheClarion
□ Facebook Sinclair Cla
□ YouTube SinclairClario
□ www.SinclairClarion.co
□ Twitter@SinclairClario

□ Bookstore
□ Aramark

□ Local Bu
□ Other
_________

Which social media 
would you use to keep

the 

Would taking a break from technology be benefical?

It’s no secret that college is full of twists and turns! This 
week the Ombuddy wants to share with you some advice to 
help you continue doing well this term:
1. Class participation, while daunting, really can help 
you get more out of a class!
2. Studying in a group/pair can be really helpful and 
a great way to make friends, but make sure you 
devote individual study time as well to make 
sure you know the material yourself. After all, 
the test isn’t a team effort!
3. Attending and participating in class means less 
time spent on homework and actually gives you more 
free time! 

The ombudsman is your student advocate!
To learn more, visit www.sinclair.edu/ombudsman.

Contributed by Amy Hartman

Ombuddy  

Your Voice

Corner

Drop off completed surveys at the Clarion office: building 6, 
room 314

-  Wade Wuebker 
Kinesiology

        Beneficial, definitely. 
Although nobody will want to 
admit it, including myself,  we 
all spend too much time on our 
devices and it wears down our 

attention span. 

-  Rose Jordan
Physics

     Beneficial because there 
is more face to face time with 
family and friends.

- Andrew Current 
Liberal Arts

       We live in a society that we 
depend on it. In some cases is harmful 

because I use it as my alarm clock. 
Some people uses it for a calculator 
or school related stuff. Sometimes, 

when I don’t have my phone with me I 
feel like my soul is lost. But, in other 

point, I can concentrate to do my 
homework.

- Chris Fohl
Creative Writing

      I believe that in  
the modern society it is 
detrimental because modern 
technology is so ingrained in 
our lives.

Reese Franklin

Reese Franklin

Juan Encarnacion

Juan Encarnacion
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Clarion Cartoons

Sinclair Clarion @SinclairClarion SinclairClarion @TheClarion

La Vie de l’encre
Created by: 
Leo Walter

Kali Macklin
Reporter  

How often are you on your phone? 
I know that I am on my cell phone 

all day long. We spend a lot of time 
on cell phones texting, tweeting 
and emailing back and forth 
throughout our every 
waking hour. 

We are in constant 
communication with 
others, but it does 
not always have 
a positive impact 
on our lives.

We are always 
taking in what we 
sense from our 
surroundings and 
processing them. 
Technology allows 
us to escape our busy 
minds more easily than 

ever, therefore eliminating our ability 
to take in our surroundings. 

Cell phones redirect our attention 
to likes, tweets and pictures online 
and it’s almost as if “cyberspace” is 
reality. Until we put down our screen, 
and realize it is nothing like our real 
life.

Cell phones 
have obvious 

communication 
benefits, but 

we spend so 
much of our 
time texting 
that it is 
becoming 
difficult for 
people to 
engage in 

face to face 
interactions. 

If we are trying 
to hold a real 

conversation while 
participating in a cyber 
conversation, we cannot 
fully engage in our face 
to face conversation. 

We are constantly 
distracted by our phone 
screens and some even 
feel anxiety if their 
phone is not close to 
them. People find it hard 
to concentrate when 
their phone is near them 
even if it silenced or 
turned off. 

The absence of a 

cell phone should not 
cause anxiety. We are 
becoming addicted to 
our cell phones and are 
being distracted from 
everyday life; the life we 
are living.

Being so connected 
to a cell phone results 
in disconnecting from 
the real world. We 
feel uneasy when we 
have nothing to do, so 
we stare at our phone 
screens to avoid the 
discomfort. As a result 
of this, we begin to 
see our phones as a 
comforting object. Most people can’t 
go fifteen minutes without checking 
their notifications.

Cell phones do not bring as 
much happiness as we would like 
to believe. In a Forbes survey, 61 
percent of participants reported 
that they felt jealous, annoyed or 
depressed after checking their 
smartphone notifications. We often 
compare ourselves to figures in the 
media and this has an effect on our 
self-esteem.

Keeping off your phone increases 
productivity and allows us spend 
more time doing things we actually 
love. Constantly reading random 
information online clutters our mind 
and distracts us from other things 
that demand our focus such as work 
and school projects. If we disconnect 
from technology and center our 

attention on one task at a time, we 
can perform more efficiently on that 
task.

A recent study found that being 
in complete solitude can be a 
wonderful time to relax and collect 
your thoughts or feelings. By being 
away from your phone and spending 
time alone you create an opportunity 
for growth and self-reflection which 
is beneficial to your mental and 
emotional health. 

It is suggested that we spend 
some amount of time away from our 
phones daily. Even if it’s running an 
errand or doing paperwork, getting 
away from your phone for a moment 
allows you to enjoy the moment, and 
live life instead of constantly trying 
to document it.

Cell phone distractions

Pexels

Pexels

Pexels

My Voice
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Poetry Pick

executive editor
Henry Wolski

graphic designers
Susie Doerman

Jeri Hensley
Xavier Razo

social media coordinator
Violet Johnston

creative director
Matt Hall

business manager
Ebony Stroud

August

managing editor
Will Drewing

Solar equations
A parsec is not a speed
A cloud of gas, a star

The Sun – it has a name! – its 
own AU

Zero Zero Zero Zero Zero forever
Anxiety, check. 

Graph a function
Reverse, inverse it

F of x means y
Infinity, negative infinity not 

included 
Late work to be penalized

Last day to withdraw. 

Novel, novella
By any other name

About 5,000 words a week
1,000 a day

Double spaced
Anxiety, check.

Dates
Shakespeare born and dead

Landing on the moon
Classroom 5321
Eleven to noon

Tomorrow
Last day to withdraw.

Words have lost meaning
Like a and b squared

Not equaling c squared
Nothing matters

If it’s not in Times New Roman
12-point font. 

Anxiety, check. 
Last day to withdraw.

Sudoku Puzzle

Crossword Puzzle

Last Edition’s Solution Last Edition’s Solution

Across
1 Swelled head
4 Short-lived fashions
8 Tennis venue
13 Color similar to 

khaki
14 Bowling venue
15 Florida senator 

Marco
16 Advocacy group 

descriptor
19 Remove from 

power
20 Pyramid scheme, 

e.g.
21 “Can’t Fight This 

Feeling” band __ 
Speedwagon

22 Decathlon event
26 One in Montréal
27 Period often 

named for a leader
28 Disruptive forum 

commenter
31 Pub projectile
33 Actor Sharif
36 Two-dimensional 

calculations
38 Mighty Dog 

shelfmate
39 Kathmandu’s 

country
41 Apple juice 

eponym
42 Bathroom bars
44 Freeway hauler
45 Tend to a 

simmering sauce
46 Raise a stink

48 Gerund syllable
50 __ roll: winning
51 Draw upon
55 Toss in
58 Bread with tikka 

masala
59 Wiggled digits
60 1999 Winona 

Ryder drama set in 
a mental hospital

65 Bath-loving Muppet
66 Zagreb native
67 “I don’t __ you 

anything!”
68 Kia headquarters 

city
69 URL opener
70 Archery bow wood

Down
1 Martians, e.g., for 

short
2 Hole in one’s story
3 Bogey
4 Old-fashioned 

clothes presser
5 Every last bit
6 Jefferson, religiously
7 Lip-__: mouth the 

words
8 Coffee-mate 

competitor
9 “It can be __ little 

secret”
10 Lyft alternative
11 Climb
12 Dog that bit Miss 

Gulch
14 Supermarket 

walkway
17 Pool stick
18 Sharp-tasting
22 Last Supper traitor
23 Like old watches
24 Roster entries
25 Rewards for early 

birds?
29 “Anna Karenina” 

novelist
30 Salma Hayek or 

Sofia Vergara
32 Debate issue
34 Gibbon, e.g.
35 Insert with force
37 Wander from the 

path
40 Dryer screen used 

to “catch” a hidden 
word in 16-, 22-, 51- 
and 60-Across?

43 Droopy-eared 
pooch

47 Stylish vigor
49 Date, with “with”
52 Bathroom stall 

fastener
53 Motionless
54 Oomph
55 Quite some time
56 Threatening
57 First Bond movie
61 Lucy of 

“Elementary”
62 Poppycock
63 Farm female
64 Morning moisture

By Rebekah Staton 
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The Clarion is accepting 
student poetry submissions! 

Send us an email at 
clarion.central@gmail.com 

to submit your work.

‘The Clarion’ retains the right to all original artwork, logos 
and business letter marks used within this publication, and is 
protected by the laws governing U.S.A.’s copyright materials.

‘The Clarion’ does not endorse any advertisement published in 
our print edition or website.

'The Clarion' retains the right to refuse any advertisement for 
any reason.

Established: March 15, 1977

‘The Clarion’ is a member 
of the Associated 
Collegiate Press, the 
Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association and 
the Ohio Newspaper 
Association.

clarion staff email
clarion@sinclair.edu

'the Clarion' location Building 6, Room 314

The Official Student Newspaper of

phone: executive editor
937.512.2958

phone: advertising
937.512.2744

Clarion Staff

'the clarion' adviser
Avainte Saunders

executive editor
Henry Wolski

graphic designers
Susie Doerman

Jeri Hensley
Xavier Razo

reporters
Paul Helmers
Erika Brandenburg 
Paige Rogers
Jake Conger 
Kelsey Fitzpatrick 
Daniel Riley 
Cerridwyn Kuykendall 
Haley Edwards
marketing representative
Brandon Johnson
photographers 
JuanGabriel Encarnacion 
Reese Franklin
Blake Campbell

social media coordinator
Violet Johnston

creative director
Matt Hall

business manager
Ebony Stroud

      Studies show that giving to others 
elevates physical and mental health. 
Researchers have found that people who 
gave their time to help others through 
community and organizational involvement 
had greater self-esteem, less mood swings, 
and lower stress levels compared to those 
who didn’t. 
There are many ways to give our time: 
volunteering to different organizations, 
donations, emotional support, or just 
taking the time to listen to others. 
Biologically, giving can create “a warm 
fuzzy feeling”, activating regions the brain 
associates with pleasure and connection 
with others. Humans secrete “feel good” 
chemicals in our brains, such as serotonin 
(a mood-mediating chemical), dopamine 
(a feel good chemical) and oxytocin (a 
compassion and bonding chemical).
Studies find these are the health benefits 
associated with giving:  
• Lower blood pressure • Lower stress levels
• Increased self-esteem • Longer life
• Less depression           • Greater happiness
   If you are not experiencing these health 
benefits and would like more information, 
consider contacting Counseling Services.  
We are located in 10-424 and can be 
reached at 512-5113. 
Remember #GivingTuesday and the gift of 
giving…keeps giving.

managing editor
Will Drewing

staff writer
Justin A. Baker

Sinclair Cares 
Counseling Services

Linda C. Black Horoscopes: by Nancy Black. 
Distributed by MCT Information Services 

Aramark Weekly Menu
Monday            Tuesday            Wednesday            Thursday             Friday

Pizzazone

Deli

Main St. 
Cafe

Sizzle

Simmer

Guest
Qdoba Mexican 
Grill

Lee’s Famous 
Recipe Chicken

Panda Express Gyro Palace Fusian Sushi

Potato Leek Soup/
Chicken & Pinto 
Bean Chili

Chicken & Pinto 
Bean Chili/ Moroc-

can Chickpea Soup

Broccoli Cheddar
Soup /Chicken & 
Pinto Bean Chili

Chicken & Wild 
Rice Soup /Chicken 
& Pinto Bean Chili

Vegetable Soup/
Broccoli Cheddar
Soup

Chicken Quesadil -
la/ Beef Poutine

Roasted Mushroom 
& Feta Panini
Beef Poutine

Farmhouse Chick-
en Sandwich/ Beef 
Poutine

Avocado Ranch
Crispy Chicken
Sandwich/ Beef 
Poutine

Garlic Grilled 
Salmon

Broccoli & Red
Pepper Stromboli

Cheeseburger Pizza Four Cheese
Stromboli

Taco Pizza Bbq Chicken Pizza

Roasted Butternut 

Blue Cheese Wrap

Roasted Butternut 

Blue Cheese Wrap

Roasted Butternut 

Blue Cheese Wrap

Roasted Butternut 

Blue Cheese Wrap

Roasted Butternut 

Blue Cheese Wrap

Grilled Reuben Turkey Blt Grilled Chicken &
Bacon Melt Calzone

Contributed by Brenda Smith

Horoscopes

Fun Fact Trivia
1) According to a recent survey, this is the most memorable 
advertising character of all time.
2) 65% of women in a relationship say they don’t initially 
believe their man when he tells them this.
3) It is the most popular food item to post a picture of on social 
media.
4) 75% of us who have one of these say it helps us stay fit. 

5) Office productivity increases by nearly 8% when the boss does 
this. 
6) The average person consumes 24 pounds of these a year.

1) Jolly Green Giant 2) They tell them they are sick 3) Shrimp 
4) A dog 5) Buys pizza for the office 6) French Fries

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22  
Keep practicing your moves over the next few days. 
Expand a romance to the next level, with the Sun in 
Sagittarius. Take action for love.

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23  
Home and family take priority for a few days. Your 
creativity and communication skills flower under the 
Sagittarius Sun. Follow your curiosity this month.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21  
Today is a 9 -- You’re especially brilliant with com-
munications through tomorrow. It’s easier to make 
money, with the Sun in Sagittarius. Work for a fat 
harvest.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21  
Today and tomorrow get lucrative. You have a person-
al advantage this month, with the Sun in your sign. 
Use your power and confidence for good.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19  
Take charge through tomorrow, even as you begin a 
contemplative phase under the Sagittarius Sun. Finish old 
business this month. Consider a spiritual view.

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22  
Follow your heart today and tomorrow. Fix up your 
place this month under the Sagittarius Sun. Make it 
cozy to nurture the ones you love.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22  
Work with your partner through tomorrow. Boost your 
physical activity this month, with the Sun in Sagittarius. 
Build energy reserves with steady exercise.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21  
Collaborate, negotiate and strengthen bonds with your 
partner this month under the Sagittarius Sun. Oppo-
sites attract. Your shared efforts get lucrative today and 
tomorrow.

Aries: March 21 – April 19  
This month, under the Sagittarius Sun, it’s easier to 
explore new areas. Shift your attention toward educa-
tional or philosophical matters. Expand your sphere of 
influence.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20  
Manage financial resources over the next month, with 
the Sun in Sagittarius. It’s easier to make money with 
your partner. Collaborate for shared dreams.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18  
Think and plan your moves. Your team is red hot this 
month, with the Sun in Sagittarius. You’re especially 
popular and effective with groups.

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20  
Teamwork goes far today and tomorrow. Profession-
al opportunities this month under the Sagittarius 
Sun include a test or challenge. Your influence is 
rising.
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Book Buy Back

Mark your calendar for these 
dates and times:

Student I.D. Card Required

NEW • USED • RENTAL • EBOOKS

Recycle your books 
for CASH!

(937) 512-BOOK • BOOKSTORE.SINCLAIR.EDU

978-1-4652-5017-9 Anderson/Understanding Visual Art Forms (Custom) 2nd Edition $81.00

978-1-308-50627-2 Locker/Business Writing (Custom) 6th Edition $34.00

978-1-4652-5034-6 Brown/Introduction to Healthcare Delivery 2nd Edition $51.25

978-0-19-086838-3 Adler/Interplay, The Process ff Interpersonal Communication (Custom) 2nd Edition $32.00

Until quantities needed are filled.

Bookstore, Building 7
Mon-Thurs, Dec. 4 - 7 8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 8 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Sinclair in Mason
Wednesday, Dec. 6 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sinclair in Eaton (Preble County)
Thursday, Dec. 7 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.


