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#GIVINGTUESDAY TO
ESTABLISH CLASS GIFT

Laina Yost

Contributed by Sharon Smith

Managing Editor

Tis the season of giving at
Sinclair Community College.
Sinclair will be participating
in Giving Tuesday, a national
holiday that was a response
to Black Friday and Cyber
Monday.
According to Sharon
Smith, the Annual Giving
and Scholarships Officer
at the Sinclair Foundation,
#GivingTuesday gets Sinclair

students involved
with the Sinclair
Foundation’s giving
program.
“#GivingTuesday
gives the Sinclair
Foundation an ideal way to
attract student participation
in our annual giving program and to connect students with an opportunity
to help future generations
of Sinclair students,” Smith
said.

Students may have recently been seeing Sinclair’s
social media filled with their
“Unselfie” contest, which
is leading up to their #GivingTuesday campaign. The
winner of the “Unselfie”
contest will win a $50 gift

Civil unrest in the Midwest

card.
According to Smith,
#GivingTuesday is helping
students by showing them
how to give back to other
people around them.
“By teaching lessons in
gratitude and generosity
Lindsey Huff
Intern

Protests continue against
the Dakota Pipeline by the
Standing Rock Sioux and
their allies. Statements
made by some of the protestors confirms that they
will continue to protest the
construction of the pipeline
into the harsh winter of
North Dakota in order to
continue to take a stand for
their cause.
Already protesters have

Morton County Sheriff’s Office | MCT/Tribune
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early on in their adult lives,
we can set them up for a
lifetime of giving back to
those in need, to their local
communities and to cherished causes. It’s important
for all of us to realize that no
matter how tough we think
our life is there’s always
someone who has it tougher,” she said.
The “Unselfie” contest
is not the only way that a
student can give back. Students can also participate by
giving to the Student Annual
Fund Campaign. Student
committee members will
also be collecting cash donations on November 29 during
bucket brigades at high
traffic areas on campus and
at collection boxes stationed
at the Tartan Marketplace,
Main Street Café, Snack
Shoppe and Starbucks.
“Our biggest reward in
giving back is realizing that
#giving continued on page 2

faced being forced by
authorities to leave private property after being
asked and told to leave their
camping grounds for another campsite off the property
belonging to Energy Transfer Partners.
The response was that an
army of police departments
from the surrounding states
came to the scene to force
protesters off the private
property.
The protesters reported
Pipeline continued on page 2
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Six days of giving
#giving continued from front

we’ve made a significant
change in someone’s life and
if not “significant” then a
positive change at the very
least. Giving back makes
us better citizens and better
citizens makes better communities,” Smith said.
According to Smith, this
holiday season is the perfect
time for students to give
back and benefit their communities.
“What better time to
introduce philanthropy to
our students than during the
Thanksgiving and holiday
seasons? We hope they’ll
enjoy it so much that they
will continue to give when
they’re alumni, in ways that
will not only benefit Sinclair but the communities in
which they live as well,” she
said.
The student committee
also needs more volunteers and members to help
with collections of change
on November 29. If any
students are interested in
participating, they can contact William McChesney,
#GivingTuesday Committee
Chairperson through his
my.sinclair email.
“The Committee’s primary role is to promote the
spirit of philanthropy across
campus by leading this very
important fundraising and
volunteer initiative within
the student body,” Smith
said.
According to Smith, giving
not only makes an impact

on the person who receives,
but also on the person who is
giving.
“The best kept secret in
town is that true philanthropy feels really, really good.
Generously giving of one’s
self and one’s resources to
impact someone else is one
of the best feelings in the
world. And once you feel it,
you’re hooked,” she said.
All donations to the Student Annual Fund Campaign
will go to the Class Gift
Scholarship, which is by the
student, for the students who
are in their last two terms of
completing their degree. According to Smith, the fund
needs an additional $988 for
it to become fully endowed.
Once it is fully funded scholarships will be awarded the
following academic year.
According to Smith, students can give to this campaign or they can do something as simple as showing
an act of kindness.
“Not only can students
make a charitable gift but
they can also volunteer,
help a neighbor or a friend,
or simply spread kindness.
Students can give time, money, their voice – give what
they can to make a difference!” she said.
The Office of Student and
Community Engagement
will be hosting six days of
giving that will lead up to
the official #GivingTuesday.
#GivingTuesday will
launch on November 29 and
all students are encouraged
to participate.

@sinclaircollege | Instagram

The pipeline
protests
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Pipeline continued from front

that the officials were using
extreme force to remove and
arrest people who refused
to leave--resorting to using
rubber bullets, pepper spray,
and other means of force to
subdue the people.
Protesters were said by
authorities to have been using force themselves in their
resistance to comply. There
were reports of the protestors throwing rocks, logs, at
officials as well as rioting.
Three vehicles were
reported to have been set
on fire by protesters, two
of which were equipment
owned by Energy Transfer Partners. More arrests
were made when protesters
blocked off a bridge by setting fire to signs and cardboard to prevent authorities
from getting any closer to
the site.
The Standing Rock Sioux
feel it is their right to protest
the pipeline as they claim
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vation, but the Sioux insist
that the government didn’t
approach the Sioux appropriately during the permitting stage of the project.
Since the temporary halt
the Obama Administration
put on the pipeline in September, construction has
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that it will endanger their
water source and is violating
sacred tribal land and burial
lands that belong to the
Sioux. The pipeline is set to
be put under the Missouri
river and cut through four
states, running from North
Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa
and into existing pipelines
in Illinois.
The land the Sioux are
claiming to be sacred are not
actually apart of the Reser-

continued on the Dakota
Pipeline, authorities have
made over 400 arrests and
protesters are still standing
their ground, determined to
stop the construction of the
pipe all together as opposed
to just having the pipeline
rerouted.
The pipeline continues to
be worked on now, reaching
close to being 80 percent
completed while protestors
continue to push their cause.

William Yardley/Los Angeles Times | MCT/Tribune

to make a final decision on
whether the pipeline violated any laws while the issues
are taken to court.
Construction on the pipeline will still continue, however, even while charges are
pending in court. We will
have to wait and see what
happens next as the winter
starts to close in on protesters determined to stand their
ground.
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Facebook bans fake news from its ad network,
the likes,
phony news articles that could
but not its News Feed ating
comments and
have swayed people’s views of
David Pierson
Los Angeles Times

Fake news isn’t disappearing
from Facebook anytime soon.
Despite Facebook’s move this
week to ban phony news sites
from using its advertising network, the company’s attempt to
quell criticism that it influenced
the outcome of the presidential
election will do little to thwart
the spread of such articles on
its platform. That’s because the
strategy mistakes the social
network’s role in the false news
ecosystem, experts say.
Fake news organizations, like
real news organizations, mainly
generate revenue by running ads
on their own sites. Rather than
sell ads themselves, many turn
to marketing services, including
the largest, Google AdSense, to
surround their articles with ads.
But there’s no money in the
business unless there’s enough
readers. That’s where Facebook
comes in. Though the Menlo
Park, Calif., tech giant operates
its own advertising service, its
more vital purpose to fake news
sites is its ability to steer traffic
to their stories.
Operating under monikers
such as the Denver Guardian
and American News, these
ersatz news organizations have
no name recognition and must
rely on social media to find
an audience. Once Facebook’s
algorithm picks up on the rising
popularity of their content (such
as a fictional post about actor
Denzel Washington supporting
Donald Trump), it spreads to
other users’ news feeds, gener-

clicks. And with
each click comes additional
advertising revenue.
Though fake news sites bank
on Facebook’s traffic, few rely
on Facebook’s advertising
network to serve ads – one
of the chief reasons reactions
were mixed Tuesday about its
attempt to curtail the spread of
misinformation. Experts were
more optimistic about Google’s
move to ban fake news from its
advertising platform Monday
since it affected the offending
sites directly.
“It’s a step in the right
direction. However, Facebook
generates traffic and Google
monetizes it,” said Filippo
Menczer, a professor of computer science and an expert on fake
news at Indiana University. “For
Facebook to do this with advertising, it’s not clear how that
would help. You never really see
sponsored posts from fake news
sites on Facebook.”
Publishers of false news articles can also use competing advertising services to circumvent
bans by Facebook and Google
– ensuring ad dollars will keep
flowing so long as social media
platforms keep steering eyeballs
their way.
“That’s why this is not going
to have any impact at all,” said
Antonio Garcia-Martinez, a
former Facebook employee and
author of “Chaos Monkeys:
Obscene Fortune and Random
Failure in Silicon Valley. “This
is a purely cosmetic move.”
Facebook, and Google to a
lesser extent, have faced a backlash for allowing the spread of

the candidates during the presidential campaign season.
The move to restrict fake news
sites from using Facebook’s advertising tools comes days after
Facebook Chief Executive Mark
Zuckerberg said it was a “crazy
idea” to think the social network
could have influenced the election. Facebook characterized its
shift as a clarification of existing
policies.
Pew Research Center findings
show social media can have
an impact, however. A survey
conducted by the group over
the summer found 20 percent of
social media users changed their
views on a political or social
issue because of something they
read on social media.
Fake news sites have reportedly enriched themselves by
creating content that has spread
virally on Facebook and Google.
BuzzFeed, for example, reported
on teens in Macedonia responsible for making hundreds of
politically
charged
make-believe
articles for
American
audiences
and reaping the ad
dollars that
ensued.
Google,
meanwhile,
featured
a story at
the top of
its search
results Sunday claim-

RTA strike could cause shutdown
Barton Kleen
Executive Editor

While some students struggle
to find a parking space Tuesday
mornings in the parking garage
at Sinclair, many rely on public
transportation. The Dayton
RTA has served as an affordable
option for student transportation
from the greater Dayton area for
many years.
As of Sunday November 13,
the Amalgamated Transit Union
Local 1385 approved measures
for a strike. Executive Director
of Dayton RTA, Mark Donaghy,
said the implications of the
strike would likely shut the

entire service down.
During the holiday season,
where many part time jobs and
overtime opportunities are available in the Dayton area, the lack
of public transportation could
pose great consequences to business and individuals alike.
By law, the Union must provide Dayton RTA with ten days
of notice before going on strike.
The primary reason for the
proposed strike is health care. In
2015, the Collective Bargaining
agreement expired. Changes
were then made to the employee
healthcare plan that were “significantly more expensive without input from the union or its

members,” according to Local
1385 President, Glenn Slayer.
Other grievances expressed
by some Dayton RTA workers
included the lack of break times
and lack of pay increases.
Donaghy said during a press
conference on November 15 that
he believes an agreement can be
reached. In a worst case scenario, Donaghy said that services
would be consolidated and prioritized to continue the services
the Dayton RTA offers for those
with disabilities.
The Dayton RTA is often
present during Welcome Week
where they reach out to Sinclair
students. At times, even promo-
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ing that Donald Trump won the
popular vote. He did not.
As technology companies
rather than media companies,
the two Silicon Valley giants
have long argued they are not
responsible for the content their
users publish. That viewpoint is
protected by Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act,
which prevents tech platforms
like Facebook from being sued
for libel or defamation over content posted by its users. That has
led to a hands-off approach that
mitigates legal risks.
But it’s a defense that has
become more tenuous in the
court of public opinion now that
the $360 billion company has
emerged as the de facto leader
in media distribution. Forty-four
percent of Americans get their
news from Facebook, according
to Pew, whereas only 2 in 10
U.S. adults get news from print
newspapers.
Some critics now say Facebook needs to accept it has
morphed into a media company
and should start acting like one

by vetting its content.
“I don’t know if their position is tenable anymore,” said
Gautam Hans, a clinical fellow
at the University of Michigan
Law School and expert on the
Communications Decency Act.
“They can keep saying they’re
this and not that, but everyone
knows what they are.”
Hans believes Facebook has
the means to remove more fake
stories from news feeds, citing
its success in restricting nudity
and images of beheadings at the
hands of terrorists. News sources can also be ranked or tagged
to help consumers determine
their validity, much like Google
search results, based on a litany
of criteria such as user ratings,
spam and traffic so that reliable
news sources are more prominent.
Of course, Facebook had a
similar process for curating
its trending news feature with
trained editors before abruptly firing them this year after
conservatives complained they
omitted right-wing news sites.

Brittany Fletcher | Designer/Intern

tional week passes have been
given to ease students into their
first week of classes.

A decision is expected to
come toward the end of the
month.

@iriderta | Instagram
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copies. Negotiations have
yet to budge
on this.
One lawyer for the Gaming
Industry contends that the
voice talent is responsible for
one tenth of one percent of the
work that goes into producing
the game, so paying them
anything higher would just
cause more problems for the
industry.
The American voice talent
pool is not one that’s incredibly broad. I mean, “Family
Guy” is essentially just Seth
McFarlane, Seth Green,
Patrick Warburton and Alex
Borstein. That’s the show.
It’s quite the interesting
show going on between the
union and the gaming industry. Vocal talents are usually
championed outside of games,
look at how many multi-millionaire singer/songwriters
there are.
To the gaming industry it
seems these voice talents are
just replaceable. I can tell you
that their talent is not to be
underrated.
I’ve waited what, 11 years
or so for “Kingdom Hearts
III” to happen. I’m not convinced it ever truly will come

Playing It Forward

Voices on strike
Barton Kleen
Executive Editor

While you’re playing your
games, do you ever listen to
them? Ever since the introduction of electronic sound
communication we have
incorporated the element into
our daily lives.
We don’t have to pick up
a paper to connect, why else
would radio be so popular?
We fill the space in our lives
so often with a type of noise.
From your favorite cartoon
characters to radio personalities, voice talent has been
often taken for granted by the
consumer.
What would our world be
like without the people that
became our Kermit the Frog’s
and our Tony the Tiger’s. For
me, Spyro the Dragon and
Sonic the Hedgehog were
the games I played with my
mother.
Those voices carry the
weight of the meanings of

their games. Some might
think that the field of voice
acting is a lucrative one. This
is not usually the case. The
standard rate for a 4-hour
voice session is about $825.
Now surely, that’s good
money—but is it enough?
How many gigs are there for
a voice talent? That varies. If
you have such a strong addiction to gaming and to cartoons as I do, you can notice
your staple voice talents.
That flat rate negotiating
is what has recently driven a
wedge among the talent and
the industry that employs it.
When you voice the
character for the world’s
most popular game, grossing
millions of copies—and walk
away with a few thousand, I
wouldn’t necessarily be too
happy either.
This conflict has resulted
in many voice talents arguing
for an additional bonus per 2
million copies sold of a game.
This bonus caps at 8 million

In Life and Liberty

rural-urban divide and
the shortcomings of Hillary Clinton. The media
missed the mark.
As a student journalist, that’s painful to say. I am
often known to defend the
rights of the media and to also
defend the job they do, but
the election cycle took them
aback.
However, journalism didn’t
fail the whole time this year.
As one journalist from the
Arizona Republic stated,
“We’ve seen great reporting.
We’ve seen lousy reporting.”
The American public as a
whole misses the really great
reporting. To name a few,
Brian Stelter of CNN did a
great job, as did Sopan Deb of
CBS, Jenna Johnson of The
Washington Post and David
Farenthold also of The Washington Post.
The media cannot be
clumped into one group for all
of us to claim as wrong and
biased. Some reporters really
did do a wonderful job of
reporting, but the majority of
the media didn’t do what they
were supposed to. They didn’t
give a voice to the people

The media, Facebook and Donald Trump

Laina Yost
Managing Editor

After the dust settled on
Donald Trump’s election,
questions still remained in
the media. The mainstream
media was faced with a problem it had never seen before
in this election. They were

faced with two
candidates that
were less than
ideal and, instead
of using its power
to confront the
problem and
become a voice of
truth and reason,
they instead repeated what they
have always done.
They played the
moderator; the
people who skate
a line between
Democrat and
Republican. It
didn’t work this
time.
The media failed to see
the angst and anger that had
built up over the past two
years and exploded in the
form of Trump and Clinton.
They failed to take Trump
seriously as a candidate, and
as a result, poorly vetted him.
They failed to see the anger
over the economic divide, the

out, but I can tell
you that what
made me a giant
fan of the series
and what encouraged my repeated economic
investment were
the characters.
The story is
not told through
the plot alone.
The main
characters Sora
and particularly Roxas’ and
Axel’s voice
actors solidified the game
into my list of
favorites. I even
love the wonky
voice acting in my favorite
Wii title, “Xenoblade.”
Voice talent has a tremendous impact. If your game
could gain such a status
as the top sellers by using
Gilbert Gottfried and you
could pay him bus fair to do
it, you would have. That’s all
the industry is saying now in
their rhetoric.
I’ve met many, many voice
actors from just about every
type of medium over the
years. The majority of them
who were trying to speak out.
They didn’t try to understand
that anger and so when the
media told people they were
wrong, no one listened.
The really good reporters
covered the campaigns tirelessly and tweeted constantly.
That, of course, brings me to
my next point. Facebook.
Facebook has been getting a
lot of heat recently for influencing the election with their
“news,” a lot of which was
fake. Mark Zuckerberg, the
CEO, has denied any influence in the election and that
99 percent of the news stories
were true. That may very well
be the case, but one percent of
the stories get shared thousands of times.
In my honest opinion,
Twitter is a great place to
get that news, but if you are
that Facebook person, please
remember that Facebook
news is like Wikipedia, a lot
of false things can get put on
there without anyone catching
it. So, just like The Onion,
take your Facebook news with
a grain of salt from here on
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are hardworking people who
aren’t out there trying to rip- m
off companies for a few extra a
dollars.
m
I want the voices that
w
shaped parts of my childhood d
and continue to create such a n
wonderful hobby for people t
of all ages to be paid enough
to continue to share their gifts h
while having decent financial w
security. I don’t think it needs t
to be overboard, but I don’t c
think some sort of resolution w
cannot be met.
e
k
p
p
out.
t
At the end of the day, the S
election results can’t be
o
blamed on the media or on
Facebook. The media didn’t
always handle everything
e
well and they have a long roadd
to recovery after this. Face- l
book will need to seriously t
evaluate their news and what C
makes it through to readers. E
Everyone will need to
a
pick themselves back up and a
recover after this election. I a
don’t know if the divide will t
ever get better. In fact, it may i
just get worse. However, I ask t
people to let the media res
cover and then look for some c
good reporters who will give r
some real news. I wouldn’t t
count on Fox News and MSN- P
BC to be your sources of un- a
biased journalism. And stay a
wary of Facebook of provid- c
ing you anything other than t
an update on your Grandma. p
America has a long way to p
go to heal the divide that has S
been created. We all have our s
own part to play in it and the
media has to do theirs. The i
next four years will be telling r
as to where we all end up.
a

l
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hello,
Let me start by saying that I
have been purposely avoiding
opinion columns for some
time now. More often than
not, opinion is presented in
ways that cannot, or should
not be disputed as “fact.” Recently, opinion based “facts”
have been further reinforced
by popularity. It seems as
though unpopular opinion has
increasingly become more
and more so. Although I’m
judging popularity by open
expression, or lack thereof,
not by true opinion.
That’s why one of your
more recent articles came as
a complete and utter shock to
me. Not because I disagree
with the stance you took, nor
do I agree completely. That’s
not relevant to this letter,
though.
What surprised me was
how wrong my assumptions
were. I skimmed through the
topics while walking to my
car and thought I knew what
was printed on the page before
even reading it. Afterwards, I
knew people would be unhappy about what actually was
printed on the page. I knew
that people would be offended.
Some genuinely, and others
offended by the mere thought

of possibly offending. Low
and behold, people responded
as usual.
I found your response to
be gracious, bold, and meaningful. While I can’t speak
to the responses you received
personally, a few things I’ve
seen and heard, among current
events, have compelled me to
voice my own opinion.
It seems as though the ones
most vocal, the ones denouncing hate and condemning
division, are the ones being
the most hateful which is only
further driving the wedge. The
moment people started thinking any other view is unacceptable is the moment when
presenting an honest opinion
became worthy of shame and
nothing more. The moment
that generalizing an idea as
“hateful” became an acceptable way to debate our peers
is the moment the conversation died out. And that’s the
problem. People don’t debate
anything anymore. It’s much
easier to hurl an insult and
claim discrimination, avoiding
any real discussion. It’s much
easier to deny an inconvenient
truth than to face the reality
that some people might be offended, no matter what you do.
It’s much easier to believe that

people who think differently
than you are fundamentally
wrong on the basis of prejudice rather than having to use
your brain defending your own
position.
There’s just one problem
with the easy route. Those
people who have seemingly
been silenced by a wide range
of “-ism” and “-phobia” spoke
volumes in the voting booth,
and who knew? Maybe, just
maybe, we weren’t listening.
Maybe being “offended” by
good people with genuine
intentions doesn’t send a very
strong message of love and
tolerance.
Maybe calling people evil
or deplorable is no longer an
effective recruitment strategy.
The election is over, anyway.
Now it’s time to figure out
how to move forward from
this point.
We need to be able to engage in conversation, present
our views to each other, and
give someone else the chance
to explain why they think differently. That is the lost art of
persuasion. That simply can’t
happen when everyone with an
opposing view is immediately
shut down, labeled as hateful, and shamed. When you
don’t allow people to express

We the undersigned, employees and staff at Sinclair, were
disturbed by the article titled “Islamahomophobia” published in
the Tartan Opinion section of The
Clarion, written by the Executive
Editor on November 1, 2016. The
article perpetuated twisted claims
and false accusations about Islam
and Muslims. We wish to correct
the false arguments presented
in the article and also promote
the positive values of “inclusion, free speech, and a peaceful
community of interacting ideas”
recently expressed in a message
to the Sinclair community by
President Steven Johnson. We
applaud Dr. Johnson’s stance on
a respectful and inclusive Sinclair
climate, and wish to call attention
to the article’s negative rhetoric
propagating hatred, bigotry and
possibly igniting violence against
Sinclair Muslim employees and
students.
Contrary to how it is portrayed
in the popular media, Islam is a
religion of peace and tolerance
advocating for justice, equality,
liberty, freedom, strengthening

the family and community, modesty, integrity, and honor. Islam
does not condone and forbids
violence. Thus, organizations
that promote violence, such as
ISIS, do not truly represent what
Islam actually teaches. Islam also
forbids racism, discrimination,
oppression, slavery, adultery,
illegal drugs, gambling, and
alcohol and pork consumption.
Islam calls for protecting individual and property rights and free
enterprise. Islam advocated for
women’s rights 1400 years before
western societies did. Muslims
were the first pioneers who
contributed to the fields of math,
astronomy, chemistry, medicine
and the arts.
There are commonalities between the U.S. Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence
and Islamic teachings such as liberty, freedom, justice and individual liberty and integrity. Generations of American Muslims who
were born and raised in America
are assimilated and are an integral
part of the American fabric. Immigrant American Muslims have

assimilated into American society; they are teachers, college and
university professors, engineers,
farmers, members of the law enforcement community, attorneys,
entrepreneurs, business owners
and managers, physicians, artists,
government employees and members of the military. (Professor
Daoud has one son serving in the
Marines and another son serving
in the Columbus police department.) In recent years, but mostly
since Donald Trump began his
campaign, some American Muslims were attacked, some killed,
others injured. Some Muslim centers and mosques were attacked
and vandalized. Cases of discrimination against Muslims and
violations of their civil rights are
on the rise. Muslims are being
harassed and bullied in schools
and in places of work, including
colleges and universities, are on
the rise.
We want to remind the writer
and everyone that America was
built by the hard work of immigrants. America is strong because
of the diversity and contributions

The Clarion would like to hear your
voice. We encourage all readers to submit
a letter to the editor. Each letter will be
published in the upcoming editions of the
Clarion.
So, what do you think? Did you agree or
disagree with an article? Do you have a
different view you would like to express?

Submit your feedback to clarion@sinclair.edu

themselves without fearing
judgment, you then become
suppressive, oppressive, hateful, intolerant and ultimately
everything you claim to be
immigrants from around the
world have brought, and this will
continue to be the case. On a
local level, we need to stress the
reality that Sinclair is located,
served by and serving a community that rejects and will not
sustain or tolerate “discrimination
of, or harm to, people based on
their race, their religion, their
community, their national origin,
or their status within society.”
(letter to community by Dr. Steven Johnson)
There are many innuendos and
indirect and direct arguments
made by the author to make
his claim that Islam advocated
violence. Among the most egregious are the following:
•That All Muslims (even those
who are peaceful) contribute to
the destructive nature of Islam in
many areas of the Middle east
•That only Islam - not other religions - has resorted to violence
•That there is not separation of
church and state in predominately
Muslim countries
•That predominantly Muslim
countries oppress non-Muslims

against. When has anyone
ever changed your mind by
invalidating you with a label?
- Jessica Gable
•That 90% of all terrorism
comes from political and social
Islam
•That Islam is not compatible with Western or American
society
These statements are not true.
We would like to encourage dialogue and a forum in which these
and other misunderstandings of
Islam can be addressed in a mutually respectful way. We would
invite the author to reach out and
meet Muslims who are part of
and contributing to the Sinclair
community.
Ribhi Daoud
Deborah Gavlik
Faheem Curtis – Khidr
Angela Griffin
Derek Petrey
Jerry Eddy
Larry Lindstrom
Rukhi Jan
Sheranita Hemphill
Vonya Lewis
Dona Fletcher

Winter blockbusters

Brittany Fletcher
Designer/Intern

The end of 2016 is
going to be packed
with movies release
around and between
the holidays. There
are movies set to be
released that range
from animated Disney
films to movies based
on video games. With
the semester coming
to an end, and winter
break starting soon,
this would be the time
to get out and go see
some upcoming films.
One of the most
anticipated movies is
the Disney animated “Moana,” pronounced, MOE-ahna.
The trailer shows
the story of a young
woman on the search
for a demigod named
Maui. Together they
will have to defeat
a fabled monster in
order to save Moana’s
home island. Notable
voice actors include
Dwayne Johnson
as Maui and Auli’i
Cravalho as Moana.
“Moana” will be
20thCenturyFoxFilm | YouTube

released to theaters on
November 25.
Billie Bob Thornton is
making his comeback as
the terrible Chris Kringle
in “Bad Santa 2.” The
trailer shows a laugh out
loud comedy featuring
Thornton, along with
Kathy Bates and Tony
Cox, going across the
country to steal from
a charity organization. “Bad Santa 2”
will be in theaters
on November 25.
Following
with the holiday spirit,
“Office

and Kate McKinnon,
the film previews alone
offer audiences plenty of
laughs between guests
having access to an open
bar and furniture flying
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ance as they attempt
to steal the plans for
the Death Star so
“Rogue One” is set
in the timeline before
“A New Hope” (which
is part of the original trilogy.) The cast
features Felicity Jones
as the lead, Jyn Erso,
along with Forest
Whitaker and
James Earl Jones
reprising his role
as the voice of
Darth Vader.
“Rogue
One” will
be in
theaters
on December 16.
Fans of action and
romance get a combined theatrical experience with the release
of “Passengers.” Set
in the future, “Passen-

theatres on December 23, as well. The
film follows Callum
Lynch, played by
Michael Fassbender,
as he explores memories of his ancestor
Aguilar (also played
by Fassbender) and
gains the skills of the
Master AssasFresh Movie Trailers | YouTube
sin. The trailer
for “Assassin’s
Creed” gives
–– Moana
audiences the
–– Bad Santa 2
thrill of an
–– Office Christmas Party action-packed
adventure
–– Rogue One:
while still
offering the
A Star Wars Story
fantasy of
–– Passengers
forgotten lands
and times.
–– Sing
James Fran–– Assassin’s Creed
co and Bryan
Cranston will
–– Why Him?
be going head

Critics’ Choice dissension

Saturday Night Live | YouTube

Laina Yost

Managing Editor

Awards season is kicking
off on a controversial note
with the Critics’ Choice
Awards making their nominations last week.
What made the nominations controversial was
where the Critics’ Choice
Awards decided to reveal
them. For the first time,
they announced that they
would reveal them ex-

clusively to Entertainment
Weekly and People.
13 journalists total resigned
from the Broadcast Television Journalists Association,
the association who make the
nominations, in response to
the decision. As a result, the
nominees for the award were
selected from a smaller pool
of people than in previous
years.
“What I loved about the
organization, and the awards
themselves, was they were

never about one media
entity,” Michael Ausiello, a
TVLine journalist who resigned from the association,
said in a statement to Variety. “It was about the entire
industry coming together to
recognize the best in TV. Unfortunately, it’s now becoming a marketing event built
around a single brand, and
that’s not a shift I’m comfortable with — even if it’s a
brand I happen to love.”
However, the show will

continue on as usual and the
nominations were announced
on November 14.
HBO led the pack with
22 nominations while ABC
and Netflix tied for second
with 14. Among the shows

RuPaul is also nominated for
Best Reality Show Host.
For its beginning debut in
awards, critically acclaimed
This is Us (NBC) received
a nomination for Best Drama Series as did The Crown

nominated is The People v.
O.J. Simpson (FX) which has
6 nominations total while
Game of Thrones (HBO), The
Night Manager (AMC) and
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt
(Netflix) follow closely behind with five each.
Alec Baldwin and Kate
McKinnon both received
nominations for their roles as
Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump in Saturday Night
Live (NBC). Larry David
was also nominated for his
role as Bernie Sanders on the
show.
RuPaul’s Drag Race (Logo)
and Skin Wars (GSN) are
both nominated for Best
Reality Competition Series.

(Netflix) and Stranger
Things, also from Netflix.
Killing Reagan (National
Geographic) received a nomination for Best Movie Made
For Television or Limited
Series as did Roots (History)
which is noted for its portrayal of American slavery.
With several shows debuting for this season and a
tense political climate, this
awards season is bound to be
exciting and entertaining.
The Critics’ Choice Award
will air on Monday, December 11 at 8:00 P.M. and it will
be hosted by T.J Miller

Officer Brown, come on down!
Matt Harlan

Reporter
Movie | YouTube

Christmas Party” will be
hitting theaters on December 9. The movie is
centered around a branch
manager, T. J. Miller,
throwing a Christmas
party to close a deal with
a customer so the CEO,
Jennifer Aniston, doesn’t
shut down his branch.
With a cast lineup also
including Jason Bateman
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through windows.
For all the Star Wars
fans there will be a
new film coming this
winter. “Rogue One: A
Star Wars Story” is not
part of the latest trilogy
that includes “A Force
Awakens,” but it does
take place within the Star
Wars timeline. The film
follows the Rebel Alli-

gers” shows a spacecraft
transporting hibernating
people to a distant planet
colony when a malfunction occurs waking just
two of the people. Played
by Jennifer Lawrence and
Chris Pratt, the film follows their love story and
action as they connect
and overcome more obstacles and malfunctions
within the spacecraft. “Passengers” will be
released to
theaters on
December 23.
“Sing”
is another
animated comedy
coming out this
winter. From the
creators of “Despicable Me” and “The Secret

Life of Pets” comes a
heart-warming, laugh out
loud film about a koala trying to restore his
theatre by producing a
singing competition. The
powerhouse cast includes
Matthew McConaughey
as the aforementioned koala, Reese Witherspoon
as a mother pig to 25
piglets and Seth MacFarlane voicing a mightymouthed mouse. Scarlett
Johansson, John C. Reilly
and Tori Kelly will also
be voicing animals. Get
ready to sing your heart
out on December 23 with
this vocal cast.
Fans of the fantasy/
action video game series
“Assassin’s Creed” will
be delighted to know
that the movie based on
said video game will hit

to head in the comedy “Why Him?” this
winter. Cranston plays a
father trying to protect
his daughter, played by
Zoey Deutch, from her
young, rich boyfriend
(Franco.) The film follows Franco’s antics of
trying to woo the family
and Cranston not buying
into the kindness. The
film is set to release
December 23.
Whether audiences
are looking for laughable comedies, exciting
adventures or family-friendly animated
movies, this winter is
sure to be full of cinema
dates.

Local Sinclair police officer,
Tracey Brown was on “The
Price Is Right”
November 1. While
visiting Los Angeles to celebrate her
Uncle’s 70 birthday,
she and her family
decided they were
going to try to
attend a filming
of “The Price Is
Right.”
After calling
the ticket office
early on during
the visit, they
were unable to
receive a response
in regards to the
ticket availability for
shows during their
stay. “We decided
we would drive downtown
from Palm Springs to find out
if we could get any tickets,”
says Brown. They were told
that they were supposed to
get tickets online. They told

the office that they had already
searched online and there were
no tickets to be found.
After a discussion, they were
given an alternate email address
to only find out that there were
still no tickets available. The
next day, Brown
woke up

early to
realize that they
had added another evening
show. Due to her mother’s physical difficulties, she called the
office and asked for wheelchair
assistance with her mother’s

situation. They were told they
would be able to attend, and
were put on an alternate list so
they could assist her mother.
The next day they arrived to
Los Angeles early to get there
before the requested arrival
time of 9 a.m. By calling ahead
they were able to skip an entire
line of people, be escorted to a
CBS parking spot and go directly into the studio. “It was fate,”
Brown says in regards to the
fortunate sequence of events
that lead to her appearance.
When she got into the studio
she was given the seat of 119,
which directly corresponds to
her unit number, 19.
During the second round
of the show, the name Tracey
Brown was called. She was
chosen to be on the Price Is
Right. She raced down to the
podium in her Dayton t-shirt
and was featured on almost the
entire show.
Tracey Brown has been a Sinclair police officer for 16 years.
She is a veteran of the United
States Navy and a graduate of
Meadowdale High School. She

has attended multiple colleges
in the Dayton and Cincinnati
area, including Sinclair, and
is currently working on her
Master’s degree in Theology at
United Theological Seminary.
She says her greatest joy at
Sinclair comes from positively

Contributed by Tracey Brown

impacting people’s lives and
serving the community in a
beneficial manner. She hopes to
graduate in the near future and
become a police chaplain in the
police force.

Tartan Opinion
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Your Voice

What are your plans for Thanksgiving
break? What are you thankful for?

Jake Nelson
Network Engineering

Reed Knecht
Visual Communications

“My plans for Thanksgiving are helping my
family prepare our Thanksgiving dinner, then eat a
glorious meal with my kind family.”

“I’m thankful for the freedoms in my country,
I’m also thankful I can think and act in ways that
help others.”

NOVEMBER 22

Ombuddy
Corner

The ombuddy wants to
wish you a very happy
Thanksgiving!
Take some time this
week to find ways
to thank those
who have
impacted your
life in a positive way.
Look for opportunities to help
someone who is less
fortunate.
Enjoy your time
with those you love!
The ombudsman is
your student advocate!
To learn more, visit
www.sinclair.edu/ombudsman.

Contributed by Amy Hartman.

Poetry Pick
Only a Prayer Away
Magan Richmond

La’Shay Lay-Neloms
Criminal Justice

Isabel Valdespino
Criminal Psychology

“I’m thankful for having great friends and family
to spend the holidays with.”

“I would say I’m thankful for my friends and
family.”

Kayla Lipot
Visual Communications

Abbey Greater
Marketing

“I’m thankful for my family, friends, and freedoms.”

“I’m thankful for my job at the movie theater
because I get to see free movies, and the ability
to get an education.”

Sometimes I just set back and think
Recollect my thoughts for the day
Reminiscing on the good times, and not the bad
Praying for a miracle to come my way.
Keeping faith, having hope that someday
My life will suddenly change
Blossom into a beautiful flower
That I once thought was dead.
Never giving up, continuing to push forward
Accomplishing my goals, my dreams, and much
more.
Remembering to take life one day at a time
Overcoming obstacles and mountains that I
thought was too hard to climb
So as I set back and think
Recollecting my thoughts for the day
Praying for God’s will and the knowledge it
carry it out
Knowing my worth, where I stand
Gradually becoming the woman
God created me to be.
I know anything is possible regardless of where
I’ve been, the person I was, or what happened.
God is my shield, protects me from the storm
Shines light upon my face, even in distress.
He is my father, my best friend, the one and
only, my main.
Call upon God anytime of the day, any place
He will answer you
Only a prayer away.

Tartan Opinion
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Clarion Cartoons

Filbert Cartoons
Created by:
La Bonte

For more comics and
animation visit

FilbertCartoons.com

How to be a child

Brittany Fletcher
Designer/Intern

Being an adult is hard,
especially when you have to
pay bills and make
your own doctor
appointments. On the
other hand, being a child
can be rough, too,
because most of
the time you’re
just whiny and
don’t know
what you even
want.
In case
you’ve forgotten what it’s
like to be a child,
today we’re taking it
back to elementary

school.
I am a 25 year old college
student that still hates peas.
(They are the Devil’s food.) My
brother is 21, and he basically
eats steak and mashed potatoes when he goes out. We are
essentially still children when it
comes to eating.
Kids can be incredibly picky
eaters. So, whenever you go out
to eat you should only order
chicken nuggets. What if they
don’t have those?
You either have to beg the
people you’re with to leave right
away, or order a burger with
nothing but bun and cheese.
Pizza will also never be
anything more than just sauce,
but not too much,
and cheese. If you get
something to eat that has
a sauce or topping that you
don’t like, you have to
pull it off or starve.
Since you’ll
be hungry later
though you can
always snack on
glue and PlayDoh. Eating random things that
aren’t actually food
is usually what kids
amuse themselves with.
Actually, putting any-

thing in their grubby mouths
amuses them.
I don’t advice eating glue and
Play-Doh though. I tried the
glue thing in elementary school.
It’s way more fun to dry it on
your hand and peel off than it is
to eat.
Your favorite things while
being a child are going to be
cartoons and crayons.
Cartoons are essential to any
childhood existence. You have
to watch them every morning
before school but most importantly on Saturday morning
because “that’s when all the
best ones are on TV.”
If you’re in on a long trip,
you better have some cartoon-watching device on standby. Otherwise you’ll get bored
and cranky, and no one likes a
cranky kid.
Crayons are a key tool for
childhood creativity. You’re not
allowed to have markers because they are a pain to
clean up after. Colored
pencils are too dangerous because you could
lose an eye. Crayons
are safe because they
are non-toxic in case
you decided to munch
on one, and they are
much easier to clean
off the walls.
Don’t color on the
walls on though! That

will get you into time out. More
on that later.
If you don’t have cartoons to
watch, you better hope you have
crayons and a coloring book.
This was my preferred method
of entertainment as a child. I
still enjoy coloring more than
watching TV.
Your least favorite things are
going to be naps and time out.
It’s all because you have to be
still and not let out all that extra
energy that children somehow
have.
As a child you will have a
love-hate relationship with
naps. You’re never going to
want them, but oh-my-Lanta are
you going to need them. Kids
are hateful, grumpy and cranky
when they don’t get naps.
It will be a pain to fall asleep,
but once you do and wake up
feeling refreshed, you get to go
back to playing with Legos and
eating Cheetos.
Cherish those childhood naps
because as an adult you
won’t get very

many. (Unless it’s a Saturday
and you’re off work and only
have homework to do so you opt
for taking an hour and a half
long nap first.)
Time out is the worst for
kids. It’s a simple punishment
to place on them though. Sit in
a chair for a certain amount of
time. Don’t get up or mess with
things, sometimes don’t talk to
others, and if you do the time
starts all over.
Kids haaaaate it. They don’t
have the patience to sit still
for 30 seconds, much less five
minutes.
Being a kid can be great. So
many adults want to go back
to childhood for the naps and
the recess, but there are other
adults who still act like they’re
12 years old. Just remember that
if you’re an adult that acts like
a child on a regular basis, we
other adults don’t have time for
that.

Denise Mattox | Flickr

Welcome to the weekly “How To” column with intern and designer, Brittany Fletcher. Each week Brittany will be giving you advice on how to do things you
probably didn’t know you needed to know how to do. Brittany is not a professional at most of these things, so her advice is not meant to be taken 100% serious.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Guest

Qdoba Mexican
Grill & FUSIAN

Lees Famous Chicken

Panda Express

Bob Evans Restaurant

Gyro Palace

Simmer

Aramark Weekly Menu

Chili Con Carne
Kale Rice Soup

Chili Con Carne
Vegetable Soup

Chili Con Carne
Boston Clam
Chowder

Chili Con Carne
Roasted Corn &
Potato Soup

Chili Con Carne
Minestrone Soup
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Campus
Calendar

November 22, 2016
Sinclair Talks: Read and
Write Gold
Building 8, Stage
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.

November 24 - 25,
2016

Sizzle

Southwest
Grilled Chicken
Sandwich

Grilled Reuben

Greek Chicken
Sandwich

Chicken Quesadilla

Beer-Battered Cod
Sandwich

Pizzazone

Chicken &
Bacon Whole
Grain Pizza

Buffalo Chicken
Calzone

Philly Cheesesteak
Mini Rolletto

Mushroom Calzone

Chicken Parmesan
Mini Rolletto

November 30, 2016

Deli

Thanksgiving - All
Campuses Closed

Turkey BLT

Cashew Chicken
Salad Sandwich

Turkey BLT

Sinclair Talks: Puppies
on Campus & Vet Tech
Building 8, Stage
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Turkey BLT

Cashew Chicken
Salad Sandwich

This Week’s Wrap: Thai Chicken Wrap

Across
1 Rose of rock
4 Incidental catches
by South Pacific tuna
fishermen
9 Mall Santa, probably
13 Endodontic
therapy
15 “Finding Dory”
studio
16 Reject
17 As expected
18 Roundup group

Crossword Puzzle

19 When the French
fry?
21 Terrible’s two
22 Presented an
invention?
24 Compared with
26 Canada’s highest
peak
29 Turning point?
31 World leader
whose name shares its
last four letters with a
state
32 Together

33 “South Park” kid
34 Station that employed Lou Grant
35 WWI hero portrayed by Gary Cooper
38 Bond yield: Abbr.
39 Creepy look
41 Not much at all
42 Golfer with an
“army”
44 Line after Casca’s
“Speak, hands, for
me!”
46 Longtime Indiana

senator Dick
47 Hall of Fame
outfielder Richie of the
‘40s-’50s Phillies
48 Automaker that
introduced headlight
wipers
50 Last pres. born in
the 19th century
51 Dr. for women
52 Cold-stricken
56 Coventry coolers
58 Corfu locale
61 Impressive lineup
62 “A Room With a
View” author
63 Final crossing?
64 Nixon-Brezhnev
missile pact
65 Approved
Down
1 Some dadaist
works
2 Cross off
3 Shake, as a tail
4 Ovoid winds
5 So five minutes
ago
6 Young Darth’s
nickname
7 Victimized
8 They may provide
track details
9 __ can
10 Dig action
11 Senegal neighbor
12 Common computer manual step
14 Running, with
“on”
15 Browning field
20 River through
Umbria

November 29, 2016
Mobile Food Pantry on
Campus
Building 20, Parking Lot
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

November 30, 2016
Basketball v. Cedarville
University
Building 8, Gym
5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

23 Signs of infreDecember 1, 2016
quent cleaning
Sinclair
Talks: Puppies
25 Break fillers
on
Campus
& Vet Tech
26 Focus of an EPA
Building
8,
Stage
phasedown introduced
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
in 1973
27 Curiosities
December 3, 2016
28 Mathematical
Choral Concert: Gospel
approach to military
Ensemble & Opera
strategy, say
Scenes Ensemble
30 “Speak!”
Building 2, Blair Hall
Theatre
36 Chess luminary
8
p.m.
- 10 p.m.
Kasparov
37 Much of Botswana
40 Barbecue seasoning
43 17th-century
Flemish painter
November 25, 2016
45 Film Warren
National Parfait Day
commissioned?
49 Hilarious
November 28, 2016
53 “Teach __ numFrench Toast Day
ber our days”: Psalm
December 4, 2016
90
Wear
Brown Shoes Day
54 Like doormats
55 Sale area
December 5, 2016
57 Negligent
Bathtub Party Day
59 Medical suffix
60 Org. with
Colts and Cow- Last Edition’s Solution
boys

Weird Weekly

Holidays

Campus Life
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Horoscopes

Poetry Pick

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21

The Clarion is accepting student
poetry submissions. Email
clarion@sinclair.edu to submit
your work.

Events and Stories

Pay attention to household matters. Make repairs
and maintain functionality. Avoid buying more
than you need. Don’t strain the budget. Keep your
objective in mind.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19

Do you know of an event or have
a story we should cover? Let us
know at clarion@sinclair.edu.

Avoid over-stimulation and controversy.
Peaceful quiet time can get especially productive. Get outside and observe your surroundings from a comfortable perch. Discover
something new.

Sudoku Puzzle

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18

The objective of the game
is to fill all the blank squares
in a game with the correct
numbers. There are three very
simple constraints to follow. In
a 9 by 9 square Sudoku game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must
include all digits 1 through 9
in any order.
• Every column of 9 numbers
must include all digits 1
through 9 in any order.
• Every 3 by 3 subsection
of the 9 by 9 square must
include all digits 1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins
with some squares already
filled in, and the difficulty of
each game is due to how
many squares are filled in. The
more squares that are known,
the easier it is to figure out
which numbers go in the open
squares. As you fill in squares

Gemini: May 21 – June 21

Don’t push yourself too hard. You’re
energized by the Sun in your sign. Nurture
your physical health. Call in a favor. Rest
and eat well.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Do the reading to get to the bottom of a mystery.
Someone’s demanding quick action; measure
thrice and cut once. Help others see the big
picture.

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22
Profitable opportunities abound. Keep your
eyes open and prepare to grab one. Talk is
cheap; follow the action. Have fun and play
your best game.

Together, you’re a force to be reckoned
with. Strategize, rather than moving
impulsively. Changes necessitate budget
revisions. Your team is red hot. Plan your
game.

correctly, options for the remaining squares are narrowed
and it becomes easier to fill
them in.
Sudoku Tips: Start by
looking for numbers that occur
frequently in the initial puzzle.
For example, say you have a lot
of 5’s in the initial puzzle. Look
for the 3x3 box where there is
no 5. Look for 5’s in other rows
and columns that can help you
eliminate where the 5 might go
in tht box. If there is a 5 in columns 1 and 2, then there can’t
be a 5 anywhere else in either
of those columns. You know
then that whatever leftmost 3x3
box that is missing a 5 must
have it go in column 3. If you
can eliminate all the possibilities
in that box except for 1 square,
you’ve got it down!

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22

Work toward your dream job. What you get
may not be as expected. Financial security
leads to more success. Strengthen partnerships. Someone finds your passion attractive.

You’re coming into your stride. Let go of a
preconception for new freedom. Refuse to
be bullied or intimidated. Tend your garden,
and nurture your roots.

Aries: March 21 – April 19

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23

There’s plenty of action at work. Remain
forgiving with miscommunications. Ignore
rumors and gossip. Get clear on instructions
before committing resources. Meet deadlines
without stress.

Rest and take it easy. Peace and quiet
re-energizes you. Postpone travel and
rowdiness. Old assumptions get challenged. When in doubt, take the high
road.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20

Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21

Learn something new about love. Practice
your romantic arts and talents. Release an
old trepidation. Listen to another’s views,
and remain flexible. Humor defuses tension.

Add another to your circle of friends.
Meet interesting people and plan
potentially profitable collaborations.
Team projects go well. Communication keeps gears in motion.

Linda C. Black Horoscopes: by Nancy Black. Distributed by MCT Information Services
'the Clarion' location Building 6, Room 314
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International Series: St.
John U.S. Virgin Island
Henry Wolski
Reporter

The St. John U.S. Virgin
Island is a beautiful, affordable
location full of rich history for
students to explore and appreciate according to Kathy Rowell,
Ph.D., Professor of Sociology at
Sinclair.
Rowell presented a Sinclair
Talks event on the island as part
of the International Series.
The island was discovered by
Christopher Columbus in 1493,
but was not settled until 1718 by
the Danish.
The Danish built massive sugar cane plantations and operated
them mainly through slave labor.
“The plantations were so big,
and so many slaves had to be
brought in to maintain them that
slaves outnumbered the Danish living there by a 5:1 ratio,”
Rowell said.
The island was also the site
of one of the first major slave
rebellions, which led to much
bloodshed on both sides.
During World War I, the
United States bought the Virgin
Islands from the Danish government for $25 million, and
Denmark was given Greenland
in the exchange.
“I believe that we need to
learn and understand the history
of the island, because as tourists
we sometimes take the beautiful
beaches and locations for granted,” Rowell said.
The island has 19 square miles
of land, and national parks make
up 60 percent of it. There are
only roughly 4,170 residents
there.
There are 22 trails on the
island that show a wide variety
of landmarks and unique sights,
including petroglyphs made
by the native people who lived
there.
A broad variety of animals
live on the island, from donkeys
Bradley Furlow | Wikimedia

brought there from Denmark to
sea turtles, stingrays, sharks,
octopi and many exotic birds.
Another unique feature of
the island is the absence of big
corporations and very minimal
commercialization taking place
there.
“You won’t find a Starbucks,
McDonalds or a Marriott hotel
there,” Rowell said. “All the
shops there are owned indecently by the locals, and all of
their goods are made locally
and are artisan.”
Tourists can only travel the
island by Jeeps that are sold to
them by independent dealers
who were born there.
This is because most of
the people there practice and
support eco-tourism, which is
the practice of keeping the land
in the same condition that it
was in.
This was pioneered by Stanley Selengut, who turned the
national park Maho Bay into
one of the most eco-friendly
resorts in the world. It was
bought and became a private
estate in 2013.
These ideals are not lost
however, as many of the ecotents and other areas available
to stay in have environmentally
friendly features like compost
toilets, run on solar power and
use rainwater for showers.
“The goal is to make tourism
not so elitist, while being fair to
the people who live there year
round,” Rowell said.
There are still problems that
face inhabitants of the island. A
rising sea level and higher temperatures from climate change,
along with water shortages and
droughts in the hot months are
just a few.
Island natives also can struggle financially, and although
they are U.S. citizens who pay
taxes, they do not have statehood and so they cannot vote in

presidential elections.
Rowell encourages students
to go to the island, but to be
respectful of its history and citizens, as well as the animal life
and vegetation.
“I think it’s a great location
for college students because
you don’t need a passport, it’s
affordable and there is so much
history there and so many beautiful places to explore,” Rowell
said.
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