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2014 was a time of hardship for
African Americans as the deaths of
Mike Brown, Beavercreek's John
Crawford and Eric Gardner, rock
the community. With these actions
came the saying #BlackLivesMatter
that went from the online media
to a phrase used by protesters and
activists all across the nation.
The slogan, which let everyone
know that black lives are just as
important as anyone else’s, got
support from countries like Japan,
England and South America, but
was used most in protest.

Reporter

Tribune News Service

A Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputy prepares to unlock a security door to a cell block on the 3000 floor of L.A. County Men's Central
Jail in Los Angeles, California, on November 3, 2011. Los Angeles County’s jails have dealt with overcrowding over the years
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Protests and demonstrations have
been strong from both sides, with
some saying that the people involved
were responsible for their own
actions and neither side weighing on
their opinions.
According to RT.com,
demonstrators in St. Louis tried to
force their way into their local police
precinct, demanding that the police
be removed from power.
In New York, about 100 protesters
gathered in Times Square during
the celebration of the New Year and
were overwhelmed by said crowd.
In Boston Copley square, activists
and protesters staged what is
described as a “die-in”, where the
protesters lie down and pretend to
be dead. Protesters carried signs that
read “Black Lives Matter”.
The Clarion had the opportunity
to ask Sinclair students about the use
of the hashtag and what Black Lives
Matter means to them.
“Although I don’t condone the
shootings of innocent people,
when protesters begin rioting
and destroying public property in
retaliation, you are pretty much
asking for it” said Alyssa Copley.
Caleb Walker said
“#BlackLivesMatter is a strong
saying, and it needs to be known all
over the world”.
“It’s not a black or white thing. It’s
a police thing” said Carey Carver.
“It’s not right what the police did
but when it comes to rioting and
feeling threatened, police have to
defend themselves”.
“Simply put, if black folks don’t
unify, they will die” said Jermaine
Tinsley.
“We need to stand together all the
time instead of just when a tragedy
strikes. It shouldn’t just be black lives
because all lives matter.”

T H E

The Ohio Bureau of Prisons chose
not to renew its contract with the
corporation that had been running
North Central Correctional Complex
located in Youngstown, Ohio.
Corrections Corporation of
America is a Nashville, TN based
company specializing in privately ran
prisons. CCA is ran by 12 members
who sit on CCA's Board of Directors.
“We are pleased that the Bureau
of Prisons listened to our concerns
about the mismanagement of the
facility and mistreatment of prisoners,
and decided not to renew its contract
with CCA,” said the American Civil
Liberties Union of Ohio, in a press
release.
“What taxpayers gain from a
publicly, run agency first and foremost
is transparency and accountability,”
said David Donofrio, who is running
for the State Senate seat in Ohio’s
District 16 in the next election.
The Associated press reported
last summer that an estimated
250 prisoners housed at NCCC
participated in a peaceful protest
by refusing to return to their cells.

Reportedly, the protest was in
response to quality of food, medical
care, access to recreation and respect
from prison staff.
“Corrections is a business, not that
the state is in it for the money,” said
Pamela Chambers, Criminal Justice
Professor at Sinclair.
Gary Mohr, current director of the
Ohio Department of Rehabilitations
and Corrections was appointed by
Governor Kasich in 2011, and previously worked for CCA.
CCA states on its website that, “In
1983, our company became the first
to provide privatized prison, jail, and
detention services. For more than
three decades, we have strived to aid
governments by reducing costs, alleviating overcrowding, and providing
quality correctional care for inmates
and detainees.”
In the last 8 years CCA has spent
$2.5 million lobbying congress, according to the Center for Responsive
Politics, and spent $2.9 million in political contributions from years 2003
to 2012 according to the National
Institute on Money in State Politics.
“With any business the first and
primary motive is making profit. With
the state, the first and primary motive

is service. While a corporation in the
prison business may be selling a service, make no mistake. All businesses
exist only when they can turn a profit.
In my eyes, serving the people of a
state should not be open to the highest
bidder,” said Donofrio.
The United States incarcerates more
of its citizens than any other country
in the world, housing more than 2.2
million adults in state, federal, and
privately ran institutions across the
nation. This is a rise from the approximately 200,000 in 1973.
An estimated 6,899,000 persons
were under the supervision of adult
correctional systems at yearend 2013
according to the Correctional Populations in the United States, 2013 report
released by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics.
These numbers represent offenders supervised in the community on
probation or parole and those incarcerated in prison or local jail.
CCA purchased the 1,700 bed
Lake Erie Correctional Institution in
Conneaut, Ohio during 2011 for $72.7
million. This contract was haled by
CCA as a model for the country.
Private Prisons continued on page 6
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Casey Snyder, the current artistic
focus of the Triangle Gallery, entices the memory with contradicting
imagery and opposing realism in the
current exhibit, Investigations of the
Residual.
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“Using duality, my work allows the
viewer to recognize something they
know and do not know at the same
time,” Snyder says.
“Through contradiction, I am interested in prompting narrative while
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fictionalizing it.”
Snyder received her Master’s of
Fine Arts at Kendall College of Art &
Design and her Bachelor of Fine Art at
Ashland University.
Even before receiving her Master’s

SI NC L A I R

Believe it or not, there is more to
Groundhog Day than that hilarious
movie, starring Bill Murray, or
patiently waiting to see if we will be
enjoying an early spring or dreading a
longer winter. In fact,Groundhog Day
is an ancient Christian tradition.
The first Groundhog Day took
place on February 2, 1887, in
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.
In Germany, the hedgehog was
selected as a means of predicting
weather. When the German settlers
came over to the United States,
hedgehogs were very few, if any, to be
found.
So you might be wondering, out
of all the animal kingdom, why a
groundhog?
Groundhogs hibernate in the
winter and fill the requirements of
the old tradition. Groundhogs go
into hibernation in the late fall and in
February. Male groundhogs actually
come out from their burrows to look
for a mate, not to predict the weather,
before going underground again.
Can this little guy really predict the
weather? The reason Groundhog Day
is celebrated on February 2 is because
it is close to the midpoint of winter–
this is the turning point of the season.
Whether the groundhog sees his
shadow or not, we will still officially
have six more weeks of winter. The
German settlers took this day as the
midwinter date to take stock, and
determine whether they had enough
food and firewood to last the rest of
the winter. They felt as though their
survival chances were greater if they
were running low on supplies to get
them through a longer, and maybe,
harsher winter.
The settlers took the groundhog
not seeing his shadow and not being
frightened as a good omen of an early
spring if he would not see his shadow,
which would create hope that spring
would be right around the corner.

in 2012, Snyder has been featured in
numerous art exhibitions across the
country since early 2010, including
the Hillyer Art Space in Washington
D.C. and the Academy of Fine Arts
Annual National Juried Art Exhibition in Lynchburg, VA.
“Casey Snyder’s work was selected
because of its bold use of color, the
dynamic juxtaposition of visual elements, and the way in which mixed
media is employed to transform
representational images into abstract
compositions,” said Pat McClelland,
art exhibit coordinator.
"Investigations of the Residual"
draws upon many of Snyder’s fundamental mediums of work creating a
world between worlds.
Art Gallery continued on page 3
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Library Loggia
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

January 27, 2015

Sinclair Talks:
How to be Successful in ENG
1101 and 1201
the First Time Around
Library Loggia
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

SIMMER

Building 8 Gym
the men's team plays
at 7:30 p.m.

Computer Skills Series:
Sinclair’s Computer Labs
Library Room 7L03
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sinclair Talks:
Sport and Recreation
Management

Sinclair Talks:
Study Skills

Building 2, 2-334
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

ASIANZONE

Library Loggia
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m

January 30, 2015

January 28, 2015

PIZZAZONE

Sinclair Talks:
What Can You Do With a
Liberal Arts Education?

Sinclair Talks:
International Series: Italy

Library Room 7L03
12:00p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Building 8 Stage
12:00p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Building 8 Gym
the women's team plays at 5:30 p.m.

SIZZLE

January 30, 2015

Closed Today: New Student
Enrollment & Testing Centers
Building 10, 4th floor

WRAP

January 28, 2015

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Chili Con Carne

Chili Con Carne

Chili Con Carne

Chili Con Carne

Chili Con Carne

Beef Barley Soup

Beef Barley Soup

Chicken Double

Chicken Double

Chicken & Okra Creole

Hearty Vegetable Soup

Minestrone Soup

Noodle Soup

Noodle Soup

Soup

Minestrone Soup

Vegetable Soup

Vegetable Soup

Crispy Catfish
Buffalo Chicken Mash
Blue Cheese Mashed
Potatoes
Baked Macaroni &
Cheese
Fresh Collard Greens
Vegetable Medley

Roast Beef
Chicken Broccoli
Lasagna
Homestyle Mashed
Potatoes
Roasted Red Potatoes
Green Beans
Peas & Carrots

Baked Montreal Tilapia
Taco Salad
Homestyle Mashed
Potatoes
Wild Rice
Cabbage, Green,
Sauteed
Broccoli

Deep-Fried Buttermilk
Chicken
Eggplant Parmesan
Homestyle Mashed
Potatoes
Hearty Steak Fries
Green Beans Amandine
Baked Beans

Asian Wok Plate Special - chose any 3
Asian Wok
White Rice
pick 3 combo

Teriyaki Pepper Steak

Honey Chicken Stir-Fry

Thai Tofu Stir-Fry

Turkey Flatbread

Meat Lover's Calzone

Chicken Quesadillas

Chicken Quesadillas

Chicken Quesadillas

Spicy Parmesan

Spicy Parmesan

Spicy Parmesan

Spicy Parmesan

Spicy Parmesan

Chicken Wrap

Chicken Wrap

Chicken Wrap

Chicken Wrap

Chicken Wrap

January 29, 2015

January 29, 2015

January 27, 2015

Basketball vs. Edison
Community College

January 28, 2015

Basketball vs. Edison
Community College

SIMMER 2

Sinclair Talks:
How to Succeed in Calculus
Without Losing Your Mind

HOME

January 26, 2015

January 27, 2015p

Sweet & Sour Chicken
Stir-Fry

Chicken Bacon Ranch
Pizza

pick 3 combo every
Friday

Roasted Garlic

Specialty Pizza

Chicken Calzone

Portobello & Spinach

Turkey And Mozzarella

Panini

Lipstick Mystic: love forecast By Jennifer Shepherd
Distributed by MCT Information Services
The objective of the game is to
fill all the blank squares in a game
with the correct numbers. There
are three very simple constraints to
follow. In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku
game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must
include all digits 1 through 9 in
any order.
• Every column of 9 numbers
must include all digits 1 through
9 in any order.
• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the
9 by 9 square must include all
digits 1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins with
some squares already filled in, and
the difficulty of each game is due
to how many squares are filled in.
The more squares that are known,
the easier it is to figure out which
numbers go in the open squares.

As you fill in squares correctly, options for the remaining squares are
narrowed and it becomes easier to
fill them in.
Sudoku Tips: Start by looking
for numbers that occur frequently
in the initial puzzle. For example,
say you have a lot of 5’s in the
initial puzzle. Look for the 3x3 box
where there is no 5. Look for 5’s
in other rows and columns that
can help you eliminate where the
5 might go in that box. If there
is a 5 in column’s 1 and 2, then
there can’t be a 5 anywhere else
in either of those columns. You
know then that whatever leftmost
3x3 box that is missing a 5 must
have it go in column 3. If you can
eliminate all the possibilities in that
box except for 1 square, you’ve
got it down!

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22

Mercury isn't making things easy for you right now. Chances are
that you're dying to express yourself to your significant other, but
circumstances keep making it hard for you. Try to find the right
time and place to be truthful with your partner.

A lot of planets are making things easier for you, but you have to get
out of your own way. Don't remain addicted to people or situations
that are toxic. Avoid unhealthy relationships, business settings, and
family dynamics.

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sept. 22

Venus is putting you in a sexy and sensual mood. You'll want
to spend quality time with your honey. If you're single, you'll
enjoy a hot date with someone and some interesting moments
of flirtation and personal connection.

Venus is moving opposite your sign for several weeks, and this
means that you shouldn't make any big decisions about love.
Don't give your partner an ultimatum. Avoid any situation where
you are pressuring yourself or your honey to do anything major.

Aries: March 21 – April 19

Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 23

Jupiter is creating some feelings of discontent. If you're in a
relationship, you're growing bored. Shake things up a little bit. If
you're single, you're ready to date somebody new just for variety's
sake. Go for it.

As an Air sign, you need a certain amount of give and take within
a relationship. Venus is reminding you that you need greater
balance with your current honey. Maybe you're tired of paying all
the bills, and you need your partner to contribute more. Speak up
about it.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20

Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 21

You and your honey might discover that you have very different
goals or beliefs about life. The sun is telling you that this is okay.
You don't need to date your twin. It's wonderful to be with someone who challenges you and brings new energy into your life.

You could find that several people are lusting after you at the same
time. Venus is bringing lots of flirty energy your way. If you're
single, you'll suddenly be scheduling lots of dates. If you're in a
relationship, you could be tempted to hook up with somebody new.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21

You'll insist on getting your way as Saturn reminds you that you
deserve total respect. If your partner hasn't been honoring your
needs, you'll need to have a serious talk about this. Or if your
honey has friends or family members who dislike you, don't let
them hurt you.

You're very busy right now, and your sweetheart could feel neglected.
If you're working overtime or you're traveling a lot, make sure that your
honey is still in daily contact with you. Be creative. The moon says send
your partner a love poem or sexy photograph.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan.19

You could be drawn to somebody from your romantic past. The moon
is putting you in a sentimental mood. Maybe you still have feelings for
a college sweetheart or somebody you dated when you were younger.
Explore these feelings.

Down

10 Tanning booth light, for short
11 Freeway, e.g.
12 Earth, to Hans
13 Windows to the soul, so they
say
18 "Reading Rainbow" host
Burton
22 Mattress supports
24 Matured
25 Liqueur in a fizz
26 Barnard grad

27
28
29
30
31
34
36
37
39
40
42

Across

20 "Here are the facts," briefly
21 Garden outcast
22 Dark suit
23 Central church area
25 Pacific Northwest capital
27 "The Cask of Amontillado"
writer
31 Reduced in number
32 Track tipsters
33 Train cos.
35 Yankee nickname since 2004

36 Asparagus, mostly
37 Nemesis
38 ENE or WSW
39 Set straight
40 Golfer Palmer, to fans
41 Where to read candidate
endorsements
44 Much of the time
45 Kitchen add-on?
46 Yemenis' neighbors
49 "__ been thinking ..."

50 NASA thumbs-up
53 Acme's opposite
54 Periphery ... and, literally,
the periphery of 17-, 27- and
41-Across
57 Most clubs in a pro's bag
58 Scott Turow memoir
59 Vulcan mind __: Spock's skill
60 Principle
61 Superstorm response org.
62 Functions
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1 "Cutthroat Kitchen" competitor
2 Easter bloom
3 Critical comment
4 Aliens, briefly
5 Prosperous, after "in"
6 Took the bus
7 Fabergé creation
8 Reason for hand-wringing
9 Sloppy farm digs

1 Help for Holmes
5 All hands on deck
9 Baby food, usually
14 "Can you give me a __?"
15 Bass' red triangle, e.g.
16 Dove rival
17 Fraternal meeting place
19 Sense & Spray air freshener
maker
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With the moon opposite your sign, your energy levels might be
low. Don't try to work long hours while scheduling lots of hot dates
in the evenings. And make sure you're getting enough rest on the
weekend. Protect your immune system so you don't get sick.
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Art gallery continued from front

Simren Smith
Reporter

Sinclair’s Dental Hygienic Clinic has been offering
affordable dental cleanings
and checkups for Sinclair
students and the local community since the 1970s.
The Give Kids a Smile
(GK AS) event is one of
the programs the clinic
has been hosting for the
Dayton Area for the past
few years.
The American Dental
Association (ADA) first
held a GK AS event in
2003, as a one-day program for children whose
families did not have the
means of providing their
children with dental care.
The event had a huge
turnout and the ADA realized that many children
were in need of free dental
care. With the help of
volunteers like Sinclair’s
clinic, children are receiving care that they otherwise would have not.
The GK AS provides children with free dental care,
including an examination,
cleaning and f luoride treatments.
“I look forward to the
GK AS event every year.
Some of the children are

repeats and everyone
seems to have a great
experience. The students
and the kids benefit one
another. The children
leave with a smile and they
are healthy for having the
work done. The students
learn how to interact with
children, dentists and the
local community,“ said
Clinic Coordinator Pam
Edwards.
Sinclair’s Dental Hygienic Clinic will host
the GK AS event on Feb.
6 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. for children ages six
months to five years old.
Children, as young as
six months, should have
dental checkups twice a
year. This is to make sure
that baby teeth are coming in correctly, along with
keeping parents aware of
the importance of proper
homecare.
According to the ADA,
“Each year, approximately
350,000 children benefit
from more than 1, 500
events all because of the
efforts of 40,000 or more
volunteers.”
The volunteers at Sinclair’s GK AS event include
local dentists, hygienists,
Sinclair faculty members,
Sinclair staff and students

in the dental hygienic
program.
“Please register ahead of
time for the GK AS event.
If you do, we can see you at
the scheduled time and you
won’t have to wait as long.
If you don’t have time to
register, or know someone
who just learned of the
event, please come. This is
an excellent program and
we can’t wait to help you,”
said Stephany Elworth,
administrative assistant.
The GK AS event is free
of charge. One can register
their child by stopping in
the dental hygienic clinic
in person. A parent can
also call the hental hygienic clinic at (937) 512-2548.
Individuals six and older
should schedule appointments at the beginning of
the semester to be seen
for dental services. Keep
in mind that services are
limited. Prices range from
$5.00 to $50.00 depending upon the patient’s age
and the services that are
provided.
Sinclair Dental Hygienic
Clinic can be found in
Room 4332: Building 4,
f loor 3, room 332. For
more information on regular dental care, call (937)
512-2548.

.

Victoria Givens | Clarion Staff

Students clean teeth at Sinclair dental hygiene clinic.

“A dialogue of opposites
exists within my work,
allowing the viewer
moments of recognition,
as well as isolation–real
and unreal,” Snyder said.
McClelland said
students and professors
have seemed fascinated by
Snyder’s exhibition.
“No artistic style
appeals to everyone, but
viewers seem mostly to
respond favorably to the
work,” McClelland said.

“Professors of
painting, drawing and
art appreciation have
had their classes visit
the gallery and have
commented about the
quality of the work on
exhibit.”
Snyder, who was born
in Ohio, has since moved
to D.C., where she has
had a supportive and
overwhelming response
to her work. She said this
connection is due in part

to mutual interest and
shared experience.
“My imagery has an
echo of memory, narrative,
history and pattern that
feels shared. The resulting
allusions oscillate from a
dream space to narrative,
and appear as a digestion
of shared experiences–real
and fake,” Snyder said.
"Investigation of the
Residual" will be open in
the Triangle Gallery from
Jan. 5 - Feb. 3.

Claire Guindon | Clarion Staff

Art displayed at the Triangle Art Gallery's Exhibit "Investigation of the Residual."
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Associate Editor

In the Dayton area, more
than 1,000 people are
homeless on any given night.
There are cities and
municipalities across the
country that have effectively
made being homeless a crime.
Last year, Tampa, Florida
passed a law that would
allow police officers to
arrest anyone who they saw
sleeping in public.
Some cities such as
Philadelphia and Raleigh
have made it a crime to feed
the homeless. In Dayton,
you must have a permit to
panhandle or you’ll face
possible fines.
I believe it is fundamentally

Hope Houston
reporter

Since the January 7 attack
on the Parisian Charlie Hebdo
office, where Islamic extremists killed ten employees of the
satirical magazine, known for
its controversial depictions
of the Prophet Muhammad,
the internet has been lit ablaze
by a bombardment of debate,
spanning from free speech to
Islamophobia.
One of the most pervasive
questions in this debate across
social media is whether or not
the Muslim community owes
the rest of the world a response
or even an apology.
Rupert Murdoch, business
magnate of News Corp. notoriety, was one of the most infamous to enter the conversation;
yet, his words sparked more
controversy than discourse.
Just days after the attack,
Murdoch tweeted that “until
they recognize and destroy
their growing jihadist cancer,”
Muslims “must be held responsible” for the Hebdo shooting.
He continued that a “[b]ig
jihadist danger” threatens the
entire globe, spanning from
the Philippines to the United
States, and that “[p]olitical correctness makes for denial and
hypocrisy.”
Ultimately, Murdoch posited
that the entirety of the Muslim
community must take the
blame, apologize and atone
through vigilantism for the horrors at Hebdo and that those
of us that disagree are merely
tiptoeing on illusory eggshells
with extremism oozing, like
yolk, through the cracks.
Murdoch’s comments
catalyzed twitter assaults from
both J.K. Rowling, author of
the Harry Potter series, and
comedian Aziz Ansari.
Ansari tweeted to Murdoch,
“Are you responsible for the
evil shit all Christians do or just
the insane amount of evil you
yourself contribute to?”
Yet, with xenophobic
hashtags like #KillAllMuslims
trending just after the Hebdo
attack, Murdoch is obviously
not alone in his sentiments
Many internet-goers are
demanding that Muslims at the

wrong to make homelessness
or helping the homeless a
crime. It shows that there
is a lack of compassion in
our system. When did being
down on your luck become
wrong?
If you look around you
right now, chances are good
that you may be amongst
someone who has struggled
at some point in their
life—maybe it’s a lack of
compassion that we all share.
Have we initiated these
policies against the homeless
because we do not want to
see the inequalities in our
country? If we send them off
to jail or have a police officer
pick them up and take them
to the edge of town then does
it suddenly become a non-

issue?
I think that we do have
some options for the
homeless which can help
them, such as food pantries,
shelters and publicly-funded
programs, like section
eight housing. But do these
programs really. help solve
the problem or are they a
Band-Aid for our society in
reality, these people are still
homeless.
But it may not be all bad–
the state of Utah realized
that they had an issue with
chronic homelessness, so
they looked at how much
it would cost the state per
person to help them out.
They came to the
conclusion that something
as simple as giving this small

very least say they’re sorry or
risk racism, religious discrimination or worse, as the hashtag
suggests.
Nevertheless, through all of
this web warfare, one theme
remains constant for me: no
apologies from the Muslim
community will be accepted.
Just stick with me.
As Ansari pointed out, where
exactly is the line between
individual and societal responsibility? For Murdoch, it isn’t
merely muddled for those in
the Muslim community. It is
nonexistent.
More so, I wonder: when
exactly are those of the Western
world and its most dominant
religion, Christianity, ever
critiqued or forcefully given for
sacrifice when whites or Christians or both commit egregious
acts of violence? When exactly
are they ever asked to apologize?
More specifically, where
were the pitchforks and torches
and barbaric blame when Eliot
Rodger killed six people in the
name of misogyny last May in
Isla Vista, California?
Where was the public outcry
when James Holmes opened
fire in an Aurora, Colorado
movie theater, killing 12 and
wounding 58?
Where was the citizen
trifecta of vigilante judge, jury,
and executioner when Adam
Lanza viciously undercut the
lives of 20 school children, aged
six and seven, in a total of 27
victims?
Where was the firing squad,
poised to shoot, when the Army
of God anti-abortion group
began bombing clinics and condoning the murder of abortionists, like the slain George Tiller
in 2009, all in the name of God?
But, why is the guillotine
never primed and ready for
the members of the Westboro
Baptist Church whenever they
picket military funerals and
shout hate speech, declaring
“God hates fags” in the most
ferocious of voices, as if they
know with absolute omniscience, to passing cars as their
small children stand by and
watch?
Where’s the trending #KillAllWhitePeople or #KillAllChristians in response to
these events and these people?
Where is the demand that
Christians and whites apologize and atone for the crimes of
their respective “tribes”?
Nowhere. Nonexistent.
Overall, for the dominant cultural narrative, a nonissue.
Instead, we are issued buzzword explanations—mental
illness, lunacy, fringe crazies,

who are not representative
of the whole or the ideological platform they supposedly
support—and we accept them
with little thought or social
dialogue.
How can we not see this
double standard, let alone its
consequent disparity? Put
simply, how can we not see the
prejudice?
While those buzzword explanations, among many others,
often are legitimate factors in
the larger equation of mass violence and extremism, no matter
its source, we only extend and
consider that courtesy to the
most privileged of the world.
Let’s be clear: I am not giving
terrorism an A-OK, nor am I
abdicating social responsibility
in totality. Rather, I am advocating equality, the appreciation of diversity and a need for
global fellowship.
We should no longer allow
ourselves to be divided into
barbarous “us” versus “them”
ideology, akin to primeval tribal
warfare. While we may have
differences in religion, we need
not be divided into strangers
plagued by otherness. Have we
not progressed beyond that in
2015?
To subdue violence, domestic
and international, we need to
work together as brothers and
sisters in our age of globalization.
Thus, asking the world’s
citizens to band together and
find practical and workable
solutions to defeat this insurgence of violence is neither
Islamophobic nor prejudiced,
but demanding that nearly a
quarter of the world’s population apologize and attempt
to atone for the crimes of two
individuals surely is.
Such Islamophobia does not
inspire change or quell the fires
of extremism. In all honesty, it
only acts as accelerator.
That being said, no apologies
will be accepted from the Muslim community. Instead, only
those from our society’s most
bigoted will be considered.
Members of the Muslim
faith, stop apologizing. I will
not accept an apology for
something you never willed to
do and never deserved to be
blamed for, in the first place.
But, more importantly, I will
not allow hasty generalizations to rule my politics nor my
world, and neither should you.
Continue the conversation
on the Clarion’s blog, the
Roar, where students sound
off: www.theclariontheroar.
wordpress.com

group of people a home/
apartment to live in would
actually cost the state less
than putting them in a shelter
or hauling them off to jail.
And the real kicker is
that there are no strings
attached—the state gives
these people a place to live
and helps them to get back on
their feet.
I think that this makes
much more sense than
hauling someone off to jail or
giving him or her a ticket that
they cannot pay.
This is the compassionate
and responsible thing to do.
We need to show people love
when they are down on their
luck and give them a stepping
stool to achieve something
better for themselves.
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The Clarion is introducing a new
column by Clarion copy editor
Jason Sedy. The column is called
"Independently Healthy"
and will feature news, information
and opinions related to natural
health, nutrition and healing.
Sedy was diagnosed with an
autoimmune disorder at age 14
and has been informally studying
alternative healing techniques for
over 20 years.

Contact our Advertising Representative at
937.512.2744
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Dear Gabby,

Dear At My Breaking Point,

I am a full time student, and
I work full time. I have been
able to balance a full time
class schedule with my work
schedule, but it is getting to be
too much. I want to graduate on
time, but I feel that I may crash
under the pressure.
How do you balance your
school and work, along with
a personal life? I have been
thinking about dropping to a
part time student but I don't
want to be a student forever.
What should I do?
Sincerely,
At My Breaking Point!

I think this is an issue
many students struggle with,
especially community college
students.
Being able to call yourself
a graduate is something
many people dream of, but
we forget we also have other
responsibilities to tend to.
The majority of students
I have talked to graduate at
a later time than expected,
and although that can be
frustrating, I don’t think it’s a
bad thing. Remember, it’s better
to give yourself time so that you
don’t get burnt out. Pushing
yourself can be a good thing,
until you get too close to the
edge. Once things get out of
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control, grades can suffer, along
with your personal life. I can’t
speak for everyone, but I think
it’s supposedly normal to feel
the pressure of life, whether that
be school, business, personal or
all three.
Students, even people in
general, forget it’s about the
process. In life, society has
taught us to speed through
multiple things—is this a life
motto to live by: faster is better?
But we tend to forget the wise
tale of the slow tortoise and the
fast hare. I hate to ruin the story
but the tortoise wins the race.
As much as we want to be
free of the school life, I think it’s
important to take your time—
no matter how long it will take.
It will benefit you in the end.

You’ll still graduate, even if it's
not when you expected.
Don’t forget that once you
end this race, the next race
begins. You’ll soon have to
look for a job and jump on that
conveyer belt.
I think everyone, not just
students, should enjoy the
process. Life is a journey.
I know it’s easy to get caught
up in the thought of being a
student forever, but if you feel
stressed, then back down your
school schedule to part-time.
You’ll be able to focus on a
stronger GPA, along with
being more stable mentally and
emotionally.
Good luck,
Gabby

“Dear Gabby” is written by Managing Editor, Gabrielle Sharp. The views and advice expressed in “Dear Gabby” replies are solely the opinion of
Gabrielle Sharp. They are not reflective of the Clarion or Sinclair Community College. Gabrielle Sharp is not a professional counselor, and her
advice shouldn’t be taken as such. If you think you are in danger of hurting yourself or others, please visit a professional counselor.

submitted by
Shahid Raki
Lifelong student

The campus map that was
in the "Welcome Back Spring"
2015 edition of the Clarion is
something that needs to be placed
in Clarion stands on a regular
basis.
Knowing what, where, and
when on campus is necessary at
anytime when a student is on/off

the campus.
All students do not have
computer access away from/or
on the campus at all times, so this
hard copy would be very helpful
to them as well as visitors to our
campus. I saw several things that I
was not aware of on campus.
Thanks for including it in the
Clarion for us. The building cube
pillars are very beneficial, and this
map could help fill in some gaps
these cubes don't have.

Current openings:
• Must be taking at least six credit hours per semester
• Must maintain a 2.0 GPA or higher

• Must be able to work Monday afternoons and Tuesdays

Come to the Clarion office in Bld. 8 Room 8027 to apply.
Email us at clarion@sinclair.edu if you have any questions.

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the Clarion in Building 8 Room 027 or by email,
clarion@sinclair.edu. Submissions might be edited for space.
No anonymous submissions will be accepted. All submissions must include author's name and phone
number. The Clarion reserves the right to edit all letters. Deadline is Monday at noon for the following
Tuesday publication. There will be no exceptions to this policy.
Submission does not guarantee publication. Space availability determines publication. When
space is limited, articles may be filed for publication at a later date.
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Private Prisons
continued from front

USA Today reported
shortly after the purchase
that Linda Janes, chief of
staff for the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction, said the purchase came at a time when
the state was facing a $8
billion shortfall.
“This is not a bargain for
the states, “ said Michele
Deitch, a senior lecturer
and criminal justice expert
at the University of Texas
School of Public Affairs,
in a 2013 Huffington Post
report.
“The longer the contracts
are, the more likely you are
to give rise to poor conditions and problems.”
A 2013 state audit found
that inmates being disciplined in segregation at the
prison were using plastic
containers and bags as a
makeshift restroom, in the
absence of working toilets
and running water, according to the Huffington Post.
Inadequate medical care
and understaffing were
among other breaches of the
contract in the same audit,
resulting in nearly $500,000
in penalties paid to the state.
Understaffing has resulted
in changes made in staffing
guidelines in both state run
and privately run prisons
after the 1993 riot at the
maximum security state –
run facility in Lucasville,
Ohio. Overpopulation and
understaffing were cited as
the cause of the riot that
resulted in the deaths of
nine inmates and one prison
guard.
Chambers described the
many programs available for
inmates at both state and
private –run prisons.
“Pretty much, the pro-

graming is the same,” said
Chambers while talking
about volunteering opportunities for community
members, basic living skills
programs for inmates and
many other programs offered. Chambers detailed
such programs including recycling, water conservation
and horticulture programs.
“I was surprised – they
had classes, chapters of
Christian-centered organizations and Bible studies,
cultural and ethnic organizations and opportunities
to volunteer,” said Donofrio
while describing his experience when visiting Mansfield Correctional Institution. “It was a humbling
experience – I saw them as
people. And by the end, I
even began to empathize
with them. They made a
mistake – a horrible, lifealtering mistake, but that
didn't mean they were less
human than any of us.”
“All of the institutions
are involved in some kind
of community service,” said
Chambers. “It’s sad that we
really can’t afford to build
more brick and mortar,
because we don’t have the
human resources to assist.”
Chambers also explained
a diversion program she
learned about at a lecture
called “net widening.”
The Center on Juvenile
and Criminal Justice is a
private nonprofit organization whose self-described
mission is “to reduce society's reliance on incarceration as a solution to social
problems.”
Net widening is a term
most commonly used to
describe a phenomenon
whereby a program is set up
to divert youth away from
an institutional placement
or some other type of juve-
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nile court disposition but,
instead, merely brings more
youth into the juvenile justice system who previously
would never have entered.
Instead of shrinking the
"net" of social control, one
actually "widens" it to bring
more in according to CJCJ.
“If we create a program or
you create a facility we’ll fill
it. We’ll find a way to fill the
institution with individuals,” said Chambers.
The 20-year management
contract with the State of
Ohio said that the State
guaranteed an occupancy
rate of 90 percent. Many
in the political sphere have
raised the question of how
mandatory minimum sentencing has affected prison
occupancy rates.
With the expedited passage of the Anti-Drug Abuse
Act of 1986 mandatory
minimum sentencing was
enhanced and penalty times
lengthened in response to
a rise in violent crime and
drug activity. Mandatory
minimum sentencing means
when people are convicted
of certain crimes they must

be punished with at least a
minimum number of years
in prison.
"This was a different time
in our history. Crime rates
were way up, there was a lot
of violence that was perceived to be associated with
crack at the time. People in
Congress meant well. I don't
mean to suggest otherwise. But it just turns out
that policy is wrong. It was
wrong at the time," said U.S.
District Judge John Gleeson
in a National Public Radio
report last month. "Mandatory minimums, to some
degree, sometimes entirely,
take judging out of the mix,"
he says. "That's a bad thing
for our system."
In the recommendations
of the 2011 Report to the
Congress: Mandatory Minimum Penalties in the Federal Criminal Justice System
it states that, “Certain mandatory minimum provisions
apply too broadly, are set
too high, or both, to warrant
the prescribed minimum
penalty for the full range
of offenders who could be
prosecuted under the particular criminal statute. This
has led to inconsistencies in
application of certain mandatory minimum penalties.”
There are disparities in
who is locked up in the
United States according to
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People.
According to the NAACP
the United States represents
five percent of the world
population and has 25 percent of the world’s prisoners.
African Americans represent 12 percent of the total
population of drug users,
but 38 percent of those arrested for drug offenses, and
59 percent of those in state
prison for a drug offense.
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About 14 million Caucasians and 2.6 million African Americans report using
an illicit drug. Five times as
many Caucasians are using
drugs as African Americans,
yet African Americans are
sent to prison for drug offenses at ten times the rate
of Caucasians.
How the government
houses the overwhelming
rise of adults being incarcerated is an issue faced by
many communities across
the nation.
The Summit County Jail
in Ohio released 72 inmates
due to overcrowding, financial and safety reasons. The
jail was faced with either
hiring 50 more staff members or closing a portion of
the jail.
There have been suggestions that the decriminalization of drugs like marijuana,
and a shift from incarceration to a public health
priority focusing on mental
health could help states with
the overcrowding issue.
“I’m not going to say one
way or the other, but do
we decriminalize drugs?
It doesn’t mean we ignore
the issues that come from
abusing drugs or substance
abuse, but is prison the
right place to address these
issues,” said Chambers as
she discussed the programs
found in all prisons, such
as Alcoholics Anonymous
and Narcotics Anonymous,
that are aimed at recovery
and solving the drug war.
Incidents of contraband
being smuggled into the
prison population by family members or prison staff
are a constant issue in all
prisons.
“It’s unfortunate that
inmates can get high. You
would want to think that
they’re drug free environ-

ments, but they’re not,”
said Chambers.
Then there is the question of profits and shareholders being dependent
of high occupancy rates to
stay in business. The current CEO of CCA, Damon
Hininger, earned close to
$3.5 million in total compensation in 2013 according to Forbes magazine.
George C. Zoley, CEO in
2011, earned $5.7 million.
“I believe that people
ought to be very skeptical
when a tried – and true –
system, particularly one
accountable to the public,
is suddenly being altered
in some major way. What
is the motive? What is the
intention? The prison company will probably mention
cost, but saving millions of
dollars comes at what cost
to the level of service provided?” said Donofrio.
In a statement released
last month by the ACLU
of Ohio, in response to the
CCA’s loss of their contract
at the Youngstown prison,
Mike Brickner, senior
policy director, stated the
organization's stance on
the issue:
“As a just society, we
have the responsibility to
ensure that our jails and
prisons treat inmates and
detainees fairly and humanely. The track record
of for-profit prisons run
by CCA and other private
companies is disgraceful,
with increased violence
and drug use, overcrowding, neglected medical
care, and deteriorating
facilities.,” said Brickner.
“We cannot stress this
enough, the for-profit
prison business is bad for
prisoners, prison employees, communities, and
taxpayers.”

