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Theatre continued on page 3

Patti Celek | Photo Contribution

The Theatre department is currently preparing for their production of "Spam-a-Lot," their 
biggest production to date. .

  Clarion Staff

Top: Students were able to explore what the campus had to offer at the Welcome Week Carnival. Bottom left: In the basement of Build-
ing 8, students can play Ping-Pong along with other games. Bottom right: Sinclair offers opportunities to get involved through clubs or 
other campus groups, such as Phi Theta Kappa. 
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The Courseview campus is expanding, by 
adding another building.
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Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief

Engagement on campus has been 
proven to be beneficial for col-

lege students.
Sinclair Community College has 

several opportunities for students to 
get involved, whether it’s clubs, events 
or civic engagement occasions.

“It helps with retention,” Karen 
Williams, specialist in the Student 

Leadership Development office said. 
“If you keep [students] involved, they 
want to continue to be here, [and] 
work hard on doing schoolwork.”

Throughout the academic year, 
Sinclair offers several event op-
portunities for students to partake 
in. Some upcoming events include 
the Leadership Institution event 
and breast cancer awareness month 
activities.

“It’s ideal to have students involved 

around campus, all together,” Gradu-
ate Assistant Dominique Starr said. 
“Not just here, but just have them 
engaged in activities, whether it’s 
academics or related to being tied to 
the campus. The stronger a student 
feels tied to a university or college, 
the more likely they are to stay there 
because they feel welcome. They feel 
it’s more of a family environment, 
they’re more comfortable.”

Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief

In alliance with National Safety 
Awareness Month, Fire Safety Month, 
and National Crime Prevention 
Month, Sinclair Community College 
will hold its 26th Annual Safety Aware-
ness Expo, hosted by the Sinclair Police.

“The Safety Awareness Expo pro-
vides the opportunity for the entire 
college community to find out about 
their hometown police departments, 
and find out about programs they may 
otherwise not be familiar with,” Sinclair 
Police Lt. Scott Fowler said. “And also 
meet the officers on a one-to-one basis, 
[where they will] be able to ask ques-
tions.”

The event will feature more than 45 
organizations, including local police 
departments, as well as safety, fire and 
consumer agencies, in order to give 
students the chance to meet officers in a 
more personal way.

“There’s a big difference between 
meeting a police officer when you’re 
pulled over versus in a setting like this 
where it’s relaxed and the conversation’s 
pretty open,” he said.

Fowler said the event will feature 
repelling activities, in which the Ket-
tering SWAT team and Sinclair Police 
Academy members will repel off of 
Building 10 — Sinclair’s tallest build-
ing.

Fowler said although this is the 
highlight of the Safety Awareness Expo, 
the general public will not be allowed to 
repel off the building.

In addition to the repelling activi-
ties, several specialty vehicles will be 
featured, including the Dayton Hostage 
Negotiation Team van, a 1966 version 
of the Batmobile, a replica Dukes of 
Hazard cruiser and a fire truck.

Fire safety activities will also be 
featured. 

Fowler said the State Fire Marshall 
Office will feature a digital fire extin-
guisher trainer, in which attendees can 
learn how to put out fires.

“The Sinclair Department of Public 
Safety takes the safety and security 
of students, faculty, staff and visitors 
very seriously here at Sinclair,” Sinclair 
Police Chief Charles Gift said. “The 
Safety Expo is a way to promote student 
involvement in their own safety and 
security.” 

The Safety Expo is free to attend and 
will be held on Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the plaza area, outside of 
Buildings 10 and 11.

“Everyone has a perception of what 
security is and what safety is,” Fowler 
said. “So, this really just gives them 
(attendees) peace of mind, knowing 
that there’s so many agencies out there 
that are concerned with their safety and 
well-being — including our depart-
ment. And this is our way of being able 
to present that to them and make these 
agencies available to them.”

Emily Kidd 
Reporter

During the fall semester, the Sinclair 
Community College Theatre depart-
ment will be holding its biggest produc-
tion thus far, as well as undergoing some 
constructional changes. 

Marketing Specialist for the Theater 
and Dance department at Sinclair Com-
munity College, Patti Celek said there 
is much to be excited about for Theater 
major students, as well as the rest of the 
campus.

The Theater department is currently 
working on one of their productions this 
fall, entitled, “Spam-a-lot” — which will 
be the largest production that Sinclair 
has ever conducted.

“We’re in the undertaking of the larg-
est production we’ve ever done,” she said.

Celek said Spam-a-lot is not only the 
largest production Sinclair has done, but 
also the largest in cost, amount of crew 
members, cast members and orchestra.

The new production will be trying an 
earlier show time of 5 p.m. for Wednes-
day, Oct. 9, for Cash Only Night.

Celek is hoping the earlier time will 
make students want to stay and get more 
involved with the campus. 

During Cash Only Night, students 
can pay $5 if they show their Tartan ID. 
Non-students are welcome to attend, but 
must pay $10. The rest of the showings 
will be $10 for students and $15 for non-
students. 

“It is an excellent way to bring 
students to campus, and a way to keep 
students on campus, for more engage-
ment”, she said.

Jennifer Franer 
News Editor 

The Sinclair Community College 
Courseview Campus center in Mason 
can offer students in Warren County a 
chance to get a college education that 
meets the needs of the community in 
which it is located. 

Although the campus opened in 
2007 with one building, which is now 
referred to as Building A, a new building 
is now open and undergoing construc-
tion. This new building, or Building B, is 
expected to be done with its final phase 
in late October or early November. 

“The new building’s purpose is to 
double our capacity to serve Warren and 
the surrounding counties by providing 
additional classroom, faculty, student-
prep, as well as Workforce Development 
space,” Scott Markland, vice president of 
the Regional Centers said. 

Building B is located just north of 
Building A and is within walking dis-
tance for students. 

In total, the building has taken about 
eight months to complete and the 
finished product is something that the 
community and campus have been 
looking forward to.

 “There was a big need for this new 
addition — the campus has grown by 
[more than] 200 percent since it opened 
in 2007,” Markland said. “There was a 
real need to apply capacity for meeting 
the increased needs of degree, cer-
tificates and workforce training in the 
area.”

Building B provides more computer 
labs, biotech and chemistry labs and 
general education classrooms for 
students. In addition, a classroom for 
Mental Health Technology students 
is available, where faculty can observe 
students practicing therapy sessions.
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Septemeber 18 
Sinclair Talks:

Communication between  
Generations

Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m.

September 20 
Volleyball Game

Sinclair vs. Lakeland  
Community College

Building 8, Gymnasium 6 p.m.

September 25 
Sinclair Talks:

You Broke up with Me on  
Facebook — How Technology  

Impacts Relationships
Building 2, Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

September 19 
Sinclair Talks:

Presentation Skills and  
Self Confidence

Library Loggia, 2 to 3 p.m.

September 21 
Volleyball Game

Sinclair vs. Cuyahoga 
 Community College

Building 8, Gymnasium 1:30 p.m.

September 26 
Sinclair Talks:

SINCLAIR GRADS, their Success 
Stories, and why it's important to 

complete your degree
Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m.

September 20 
Sinclair Talks:

Service Learning — Make a  
Difference Day

Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m.

September 23 
Sinclair Talks:

RTA — More money in your pocket 
and other reasons you should ride 

the bus
Library Loggia, 10 to 11 a.m.

September 26 
Sinclair Talks:

Get Spammed with Monty Python: 
Spamalot the Musical

Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m.

September 20 
Student Government

Leadership Institute for candidates 
and club members

Building 8, Stage Area 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

September 23 
Sinclair Talks:

How to Succeed in a Science Course
Building 2, Room 334, noon to 1 p.m.

September 27 
Sinclair Talks:

UpDayton: The Voice of  
the Millennials

Library Loggia, noon to 1 p.m.

The objective of the game is to fill 
all the blank squares in a game with 
the correct numbers. There are three 
very simple constraints to follow. In a 
9 by 9 square Sudoku game:
• Every row of 9 numbers must 

include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers must 
include all digits 1 through 9 in 
any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 
by 9 square must include all digits 
1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins with 

some squares already filled in, and 
the difficulty of each game is due to 
how many squares are filled in. The 
more squares that are known, the 
easier it is to figure out which num-
bers go in the open squares. As you 

fill in squares correctly, options for 
the remaining squares are narrowed 
and it becomes easier to fill them in.

Sudoku Tips: Start by looking for 
numbers that occur frequently in the 
initial puzzle. For example, say you 
have a lot of 5’s in the initial puzzle. 
Look for the 3x3 box where there is 
no 5. Look for 5’s in other rows and 
columns that can help you eliminate 
where the 5 might go in that box. 
If there is a 5 in column’s 1 and 2, 
then there can’t be a 5 anywhere 
else in either of those columns. You 
know then that whatever leftmost 
3x3 box that is missing a 5 must 
have it go in column 3. If you can 
eliminate all the possibilities in that 
box except for 1 square, you’ve got 
it down!

Across 
1 Williams' partner in paint
8 Vivid
15 Former and current Yankee 
Alfonso
16 "How sexy!"
17 *Doing more than is necessary
19 Decorates on mischief night, 
briefly
20 Norwegian saint
21 Bad marks in high school?
22 *Where secrets are kept
26 MD's "Pronto!"
29 Habituate
30 New York governor before 
Spitzer
33 Prefix with tarsal
34 Mean: Abbr.
37 *"The Elements of Style" co-
author
39 *"We're even!"
41 OK hours
42 Hot stuff
44 Toady
45 "Blue Jasmine" director
46 Map speck
47 *Words before a flip
53 Household name in household 
humor
54 Bologna bone
55 Local center?
58 Celebration suggested by 
words that end answers to starred 
clues
63 Frequent park statue visitors
64 "Show Boat" (1936) standout
65 Gives a kick
66 Hanging in the balance

Down
1 Army NCO
2 Earring shape
3 Most massive known dwarf 
planet
4 Dog star's first name?
5 It may be covered
6 "__ Chicago": 1937 Tyrone 
Power film
7 Exploding stars
8 Brit's oath
9 Balderdash
10 Contented sigh
11 "Say __"
12 Contrive
13 Actress Massey
14 French royal name of yore
18 Violinist Zimbalist
22 The Colorado runs through it
23 R.E.M.'s "The __ Love"
24 Bonkers
25 Use a Pink Pearl
26 Project detail, briefly
27 They're run at bars
28 Chem lab abbr.
31 Defeats, as a bill
32 European prefix
34 Green machines?
35 Medical lab vessel
36 Item in a pool
38 "Did you __?!"
40 Surplus store caveat
43 "Three Sisters" playwright 
Chekhov
45 Bits of advice from gramps, 
perhaps
47 Jalopies
48 "Sesame Street" striped-shirt 
wearer
49 Cuban girlfriend
50 Latin stars
51 Enjoys a lucky streak
52 Editor Marshall and singer Lisa
55 Toledo thing
56 "Star Wars" creature
57 Kin of -ess
59 "Woo-__!"
60 Old Opry network
61 1942 FDR creation
62 Asian occasion

Tuesday, Sept. 17 
Doug Stanhope 
Live comedian to perform, 
welcome to those 18 and up.
Dayton Funny Bone
Event starts at 7:30 p.m., costs 
$25 to attend.
 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 
U.S. Constitution Class 
Class to be held focused on the 
U.S. constitution, the origin of 
the government, U.S. citizens’ 
birthrights and freedom of 
religion. Class will be led by 
Ricki Pepin, and backed up by 
George Reinhart. Sign up by 
calling 937-859-3941.
Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
Event starts at 7 p.m. and ends 
at 8:30 p.m. Class is free, but 
materials cost $35. 
Thursday, Sept. 19 
Homefull 25th  
Anniversary Gala 
Event is held in celebration of 
accomplishments achieved in 
effort to end homelessness. It 
will include a dinner, artwork and 
presentation by Homefull.
Dayton Art Institute
Starts at 7 p.m. and ends at 
10 p.m., visit http://conta.
cc/15NcGzq to register. Event 
costs $125 to attend. 
 
 

Friday, Sept. 20 
Urban Nights 
Event is to highlight dining, shopping 
and artistic locations, as well as 
“hotspots” located throughout 
downtown Dayton. 
Oregon District and Wright-
Dunbar Business Village
Event starts at 5 p.m. and ends at 10 
p.m. and is free to attend.  
Saturday, Sept. 21 
10th Annual Rubber  
Duck Regatta 
Fundraiser to support those with 
disabilities at United Rehabilitation 
Services. Attendees will get the 
chance to purchase rubber ducks 
to race them down the Great Miami 
River. Event is in concurrence with 
the Taste of Miami Valley festival.
Riverscape MetroPark
Event starts at 3:45 p.m. and ends 
at 5 p.m. One duck costs $5, six 
ducks costs $25. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 22 
Photo Shoot and Family 
Portrait sessions 
Attendees can receive a 20 
minute photo shoot session with 
Photographer Betty Cochran.
Oakwood Historical Society
Event to start at 9 a.m. and end at 
5 p.m. Call 937-299-3793 and leave 
a message to make a reservation. 
For a $50 donation, attendees can 
receive a disc with their photos, 
and a release stating that unlimited 
copies can be made of the photos. 

www.sinclairclarion.com

www.facebook.com/sinclairclarion

Each week, the Clarion 
will feature a photo of 
students without identify-
ing them. Keep your eye out 
for a Clarion photographer 
throughout this semester. 
It’s up to our readers to fig-
ure out if they or someone 
they know has been spotted.
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Figure Drawing Models (male or female) wanted for 
artists' open studio at Sinclair, Monday evenings,  
7:00-9:30 p.m. Reasonable compensation will be paid. 
Reply to artists.openstudio@yahoo.com with contact info.

Work at home - DAILY PAY! 
Huge pay scale. Must have internet access!
www.myhomebusinesspays.com/itsfay
Call: 937-272-1881

Assistant Graphic Designer 
Requirements:  
  - Minimum of 6 credit hours on campus
  - 2.0 GPA or above
  - Ability to work 10-15 hours per week
  - Experience in Adobe Photoshop,  
    Illustrator and InDesign
  - Visual Communications major
  - Preferably someone who will graduate  
    from Sinclair in 2015

Reporters 
Requirements:  
  - Minimum of 6 credit hours on campus
  - 2.0 GPA or above
  - Ability to work 2-4 hours/week
  - Prefer candidates who have taken  
    Introduction to Journalism

For more information you can  
e-mail us at clarionsinclair.edu 
Applications for this position are  
on the door at the Clarion office at 8027.
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Building B is scheduled to be 
completed in late October or early 
November.

Expansion continued from front

Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief

As part of summer term, 
Sinclair Community Col-
lege offered a purchasing 
class based on sustainability 
that went beyond traditional 
classroom learning.

Those who took the class 
grew their own garden, then 
offered their products to the 
Culinary A rts department to 
teach the class about sustain-
ability and cost differences 
when growing your own 
food products, versus buying 
it when running your own 
business.

“The purpose of this class 
is to educate us on the cost of 
things and feasibility of gar-
dening,” Sinclair student Carl 
K ing said. “So if we owned 
our own business, it would 
allow us to keep our bottom 
line down by not going to an 
intermediate area to facilitate 
our needs, as far as plant food 
stuff.” 

Some students entered the 
class with gardening experi-

ence, while others learned as 
they went.

“I grew up gardening. We 
grew with our grandmother 
at age 6, so we had worked the 
garden,” Student Ella Ragans 
said. “We had to do a lot of 
work. I had to bring in soil 
and [the ground] had a lot of 
stones and stuff like that. So 
we had to pull that out and 
make the ground fertile so 
the seeds, when they grew, 
wouldn’t get caught around 
any stones. It was fun.”

Just like any other garden-
er, students faced challenges 
in keeping their gardens alive.

“I have had something like 
a garden, we do have animals; 
we have a rabbit and his fam-
ily that is eating the veg-
etables,” Student K im Hayes 
said. “So I know my garden is 
doing well, because I’m feed-
ing him.” 

A lthough the students 
faced the challenge of keep-
ing the animal out of their 
individual gardens, some 
students felt that the sum-
mer made for good gardening 

weather.
Student Samara Courtney 

took the class for honors. By 
doing so, she was to measure 
and keep track of how some 
plants grew, then compare 
costs of growing gardens, 
verses purchasing food else-
where.

“This is going to be a 
sustainability, where we keep 
growing this over and over, 
instead of having to purchase 
from somebody,” Courtney 
said.

A lthough gardens cannot 
be grown during the winter 
months, the class will contin-
ue to be offered throughout 
the year, but with a slightly 
altered focus.

Instead of actually grow-
ing plants, students will save 
seeds for the students taking 
the class in the later terms.

“A fter this class is done, 
whoever has projects (gar-
dens) still down there, will 
turn it over to next semester,” 
Courtney said.

Overall, students felt like 
they took something from the 

class that they will use in the 
future.

“My personal goal to take 
from this class is to show 
me the difference between 
a locally grown garden and 
how to choose the right type 
of product for a restaurant, 
if I were to own one, versus 
going outside the market and 
expecting to get what I really 
want, but not,” student Cari-
anne Chase said.

contact our advertising 
representative at  

512-2744

Whitney Vickers | Clarion Staff

Students who took a purchasing class over the summer learned cost 
differences between growing their own gardens and purchasing products 
from vendors if they were to open their own business.

 Jennifer Franer | Clarion Staff

Sinclair offers several opportunities to get involved throughout the year through campus events, daily activities and clubs. Students are able to familiar-
ize themselves with the clubs through the various events, such as club day, held by the Student Leadership Development office.

Another new project the 
Theater department is under-
going is the installation of a 
black box theater.

Celek said the black box 
theater is a smaller theater 
where students can rehearse 
productions and work on 
independent pieces. 

According to Celek, the 
grand opening of the black 
box theater will include two 
pieces. One piece will be writ-
ten by a faculty member, and 
the other by a student. The 
productions will be done in a 
way in which the two writers 
will be directing each others’ 
pieces.

Celek believes that the 
opening of this brand new 

space will give students more 
hands-on opportunities. 

“[The] opening of a brand 
new space will give students a 
chance to do things on their 
own…more hands-on oppor-
tunities,” she said.

The main theater has also 
gone through upgrades. Celek 
said the theater has all new 
LED lighting and a new sound 
system.

She said it’s good to have 
different types of equipment 
to give theater students more 
ways to become more market-
able in the job world.  

The new construction of the 
theater is expected to be done 
sometime in October.  

Theatre continued from front

Involvement continued from front

Patti Celek | Photo Contibution

The Theatre department is preparing for "Spam-a-Lot," to open on Oct. 5.

Later in the year, the 
Student Leadership Develop-
ment office could host a talent 
showcase, lunch hour activi-
ties, game day and zumba. 

“Activities to bring students 
back down to our area, out 
here,” Starr said. “Give stu-
dents a place to go.”

Each day, the basement level 
in Building 8 offers opportuni-
ties for students to play Ping-
Pong and other games.

“Sometimes you need a 
break from your everyday 
schoolwork and you might just 
want to release and play some 
games,” Williams said.

She said the area may be 

a good area to network and 
learn outside of the classroom.

“I know we have internation-
al presentations and it’s also a 
learning opportunity in this 
area and that keeps [students] 
engaged,” Williams said. “We 
have quite a few international 
students here, so it gives them 
the opportunity to learn about 
their culture.”

If students would rather par-
ticipate in a club, Sinclair has 
several to offer. To get involved 
with a club, students should 
visit the SLD office in Building 
8, Room 025. There, the office 
staff can direct students to the 
respective club advisor. When 

the student receives the club 
advisor’s contact information, 
they can ask how they can join 
or find out any other desired 
information.

“Learning does not just take 
place in the classroom,” Stu-
dent Government Association 
Advisor Tom Roberts said. 
“There’s a lot of learning that 
takes place in a social environ-
ment, such as a club. And then 
the leadership opportunities 
we offer students." 

If Sinclair doesn’t offer a 
club that a student may have a 
specific interest in, they have 
the power to start their own. 
To do so, the student needs to 

find a faculty member to take 
on the role as the advisor and 
10 registered students who 
have interest in being mem-
bers.

To encourage more student 
involvement, the office will 
release a survey on Oct. 3 to 
find out what students may be 
interested in.

“Part of what we have to 
do with student engagement 
is just that — engage the 
students into different activi-
ties that will challenge their 
civic responsibility, as well as 
their social skills. And so that’s 
what student engagement is all 
about,” Roberts said.

“The general classrooms 
hold 24 to 26 students, the 
computer classrooms hold 
26 and the labs are a little 
smaller in size,” he said. “So 
those lab classrooms can hold 
15 to 20 students.”

Unlike Building A, Build-
ing B has a lower level, in 
addition to a mezzanine. On 
the mezzanine, is an area for 
students to complete home-
work and study, as well as 
additional rooms for faculty 
to meet with students before 
and after classes, something 
that was difficult to achieve 
in Building A . 

“This building is going 
to enable us to double our 
programs, double our capac-
ity and double our number 
of students,” he said. “In 
terms of new programs, this 
building is going to allow us 
to offer more general educa-
tion classes, like biology and 
chemistry for example, that 
will benefit all majors and 
give us additional capacity 
for all programs and increase 
the number of new programs 
that we have to offer at this 
location.” 

The Courseview Cam-
pus now has 42 degree and 
certificate programs that 
students can complete as of 
this fall, and are expected to 

grow quickly in the spring to 
44 or 45.

Markland said he likes that 
the building will enable the 
campus to keep Tup and meet 
industry needs within the 
area and that it can provide 
students with a place, not 
only where they can talk to 
faculty, but also meet within 
groups if needed to work on 
projects. 

“We’re very excited and the 
communities very excited,” 
Markland said. “The feed-
back that we’ve gotten from 
the surrounding community 
business leaders is that they 
appreciate Sinclair’s invest-
ment in Warren County.” 



page 4 Sept. 17, 2013page 5tartannews

Jennifer Franer
News Editor 

LaRue Pierce is the new direc-
tor of Student Affairs at Sinclair 
Community College.

“I am grateful for the privilege 
to serve the Sinclair community 
as its Director of Student Affairs,” 
Pierce said. 

He took the position on July 
16, after the previous director, 
Scott Markland, received a pro-
motion to be the vice president of 
Regional Centers.

Pierce has a bachelor’s in psy-
chology and a masters degree in 
education and special education 
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stout. 

His previous work experi-
ence includes 11 years at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, Minn. as 
an associate dean and director of 
the Academic Center, as well as 
coordinator of Judicial Affairs. 

In addition, he became the 
Associate Dean and coordinator 
of Judicial Affairs of Vincennes 
University in Ind., before making 
his way to Sinclair. 

“The dedicated Student Affairs 
Group is here to provide students 
with personalized attention to 
assist them in completing their 
academic, career and personal 
goals,” Pierce said.

The director of Student Affairs 
oversees 10 departments, includ-
ing those such as Disability Ser-
vices, Campus Ministry, Career 
Services, the Center for Student 
Success, Tutorial Services, 
Minority Student Success and 
the Student Leadership Develop-
ment office.

“Each department works with 
the community to assist in devel-
oping new methods that will help 
the college,” he said. “I am the 
buffer between the vice president 
and the other directors to help see 
that through.” 

Pierce explained that after he 
was able to see for himself that 
Sinclair was headed in a positive 
direction, he wanted to become a 
part of the college. 

“I chose to take this position 
because of the reputation of the 
institution — I thought that the 
college was going in a proactive 
and positive direction,” he said. 
“The types of programs that 
they have are well thought out 
and provide students with many 
things.” 

One of the main goals Pierce 
hopes to accomplish within his 
time at Sinclair is increasing 
student engagement. 

“We (Student Affairs) want to 
increase student engagement. It is 
our number one priority,” he said. 
“We collaborate with faculty and 
staff in order to do so.” 

Pierce said that although 
he is new at Sinclair, he has an 
open-door policy and feels that 
the people he has interacted with 
have been helpful and extremely 
engaging — wanting to share 
information with him.

“I’m still learning what we are 
doing,” he said. “But I have an 
open-door policy; if students have 
anything that they think we can 
improve or enhance, let us know.” 

Jennifer Franer | Clarion Staff

LaRue Pierce is the new director of 
Student Affairs.

Jennifer Franer 
News Editor 

I was 10 years old when I real-
ized that writing could be used as 
a form of expression and personal 
enjoyment.

My fifth grade reading teacher, 
Mrs. Howard explained that each 
day she would come up with a 
writing prompt that the class was 
required to respond to in our 
1-subject notebooks, otherwise 
known as my journal — some-
thing that would quickly become 
the one thing I knew I could look 

forward to each day when I went 
to school. 

I was quiet in school, but always 
felt I had something to say. Not 
only did this journal give me an 
opportunity to do so, but it made 
me feel like I actually had a pur-
pose and a reason for my rambling. 
After time, I had decided that I 
needed a journal of my own that 
was to be used outside of school. 
I ended up receiving one through 
my friend who had decided that 
she was going to accompany me 
and write in a journal as well. 

“My mom gave me ten dollars 
for this journal thing and I have 
five dollars left,” she  said. “I don’t 
know what else to spend it on, so 
here.” 

With the extra money, I pur-
chased my first journal.

Later that day, I was so excited 
that I started writing about my 
day while riding the bus home. 
Now, nearly 10 years later, I can say 
with confidence that I have been 
writing non-stop since that bus 
ride home. 

When I first started writing, 
I was young and naïve. I would 
write about the things I ate for 
dinner, how my parents were so 
annoying because they didn’t 
understand me and how boys 
were stupid. 

As I got older, I started writing 
about things that really meant 
something to me. If something 
made me upset, I would write 
about it. If something made me 
happy, I would write about it. And 
if I found something that caught 
my attention and I needed to 
look into it, I would write about 
it. I got into the ritual of writing 
every night and I could see myself 
progressing. 

My handwriting was improving 
every year, my sentence structures 
were clear and the content made 
sense. With writing, I was able to 
get my emotions out and it helped 
to make sense of my surroundings. 

I had also started to branch off 
and write poems — my imagina-
tion went to places I did not know 
I was capable of. I would spend 

days at school almost obsessing 
and finding ways to create what I 
wanted on paper. 

Recently I was informed that, 
Mrs. Howard, the teacher who had 
introduced me to this new form of 
expression and enjoyment, is retir-
ing after the school year’s end. 

Not only did this make me up-
set because I realized that her time 
as a teacher has come to an end, 
but it made me understand that 
a real teacher has an impact on a 
student that can last for years. 

Not only did Mrs. Howard in-
troduce me to writing, but she also 
gave me skills to critically think 
about what I wanted to create. She 
always encouraged me and told 
me that if I kept writing I would be 
sure to do something great with it 
one day. 

I am not sure that I would be 
where I am today if it was not for 
my fifth grade teacher. And I think 
about it often. It is important to 
remember your past, because it 
helps to define your future. 
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What is your opinion  
of the new iPhone?

Photos & Reporting by Jennifer Franer

“They should at least wait a couple years 
for a new one to come out. They are 
rushing it and changing little tidbits each 
time. Nothing is really unique about it.” 

Jermaine Love 
HVAC major

“It’s definitely a neat product, but they do 
put a lot of limitations on it. They charge 
for apps that android doesn’t. However, it 
is very user friendly.”

Raleigh Dale 
Computer Information Systems major

“I’m an android fan. I had to break out of 
Apple jail. I don’t like all the limitations that 
Apple has on their software.” 

Aaron Butcher,  
Network Engineering major 

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the Clarion in Building 8 Room 027 or by email, 
clarion@sinclair.edu. Submissions might be edited for space. 

No anonymous submissions will be accepted. All submissions must include author's name and phone 
number. The Clarion reserves the right to edit all letters. Deadline is Monday at noon for the following 
Tuesday publication. There will be no exceptions to this policy. 

Submission does not guarantee publication. Space availability determines publication. When 
space is limited, articles may be filed for publication at a later date.
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This opinion piece was 
contributed by a Sinclair 
Community College student 
who is currently enrolled in a 
public speaking class.

I’m Lowell and I believe in 
kindness, love and compas-
sion. Every single one of us 
has the ability and the fun-
damental need to be treated 
with kindness. There are 
people who strive every day to 
promote these ideals through 
music, art, speeches and their 
actions. Imagine a world full 
of compassion, a world full of 
love and kindness — it would 
be an entirely different realm 
than the one we live in today.

I was born into a “family” 
where this vital need was 
neither met nor provided; I 
was abused, neglected and 
unloved. I then spent the next 
three and a half years in three 
different homes. After those 
three years, I was adopted by 
two very loving and caring 
individuals who taught me 
about love through their ac-
tions and the way they chose 
to treat others. They taught 
me about treating others the 
way I wanted to be treated. 
Many people reach their 
understanding of kindness 
through religion. I opted out 
of this route, but I do believe 
that if you are kind, others 
will be kind to you. With-
out their guidance, I know 
I would be a much different 

adult than the one I am today. 
Compassion is a choice, 
conversely, so is hatred. How I 
choose to spend my resources 
affects the world in which I 
live in. 

The actions of a few can 
change the minds of many. 
Martin Luther K ing fought 
for equality. Nelson Man-
dela spent 27 years of his life 
behind bars to fight to end 
apartheid in South Africa. 
There are people every day 
that take small steps to better 
our world. A ll humans are in 
it together, regardless of race, 
religion or sexual orientation. 
We live on the same wonder-
ful planet. If we choose love 
and abandon hate, the para-
digm changes. 

War replaced with peace, 

poor replaced with prosper-
ity. Some people think I’m a 
dreamer, but I don’t mind. 

My name is Lowell and I 
choose to believe in kindness, 
love and compassion. 

Students are welcome to 
submit their own “This I 
believe” writing pieces.

The Clarion is open 
to other student-written 
opinion pieces that may have 
been written for a class.  

If interested, submit your 
piece to clarion@sinclair.
edu.

If submitted, we reserve 
the right to edit the writing 
piece before it is published. 
Students should also keep in 
mind that submission does 
not guarantee publication.

“They are releasing the same thing over 
and over again. I would choose a Galaxy, 
they have better quality. If you drop an 
iPhone, the screen is gone. For me, its all 
about quality and what is going to last.” 

Donte Davidson 
Business major
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