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Flying Solo 
on Valentine's 
Day at Sinclair

Chivalry from 
a feminist 
point of view

Rankings pulled from AMC's 50 Greatest Romantic Movies 
http://movies.amctv.com/movie-guide/50-greatest-romantic-movies.php

Mike Huson
Staff Writer
clarion@sinclair.edu

This year on Feb. 14, everyone, 
everywhere will spend their day in 
anticipation of a big date, receiving an 
abundance of flowers and chocolates 
and making sweet puppy love to their 
significant other while you, “forever 
alone,” sit on the sidelines in abandoned 
solitude.

Well, that might be a bit of a stretch.
But for some, including single 

students, the reality of Valentine’s Day 
stands in contradiction to the fairytale-
like perception we hold. In fact, this day 
can result in dissapointment, depression 
and anxiety.

Jeffrey Geers, Introduction to Mass 
Communication instructor at Sinclair 
Community College, believes the 
media holds a heavy influence on how 
people perceive the importance of major 
holidays and the significance of “big, 
sweeping romantic events.”

“There’s definitely this weird narra-
tive that is portrayed in television and 
movies, maybe a little bit in popular 
fiction in terms of books and magazines, 
that emphasize this kind of idealized 
romance,” Geers said. 

Eric Henderson and Gwen Helton, 
counselors in Sinclair Counseling Ser-
vices, said they believe the majority of 
students who seek support from coun-
selors are dealing with relationship-
related issues and that students dealing 
with loneliness is not uncommon.

“We get students who are lonely, or 
have no social support or family support 
and kind of feel like they’re doing this all 
on their own,” Henderson said. “So, one 
of the things we look at is how to build 
social support for them. Sometimes 
it is just us… but sometimes we try to 
find ways for them to get involved on 
campus or out in the community — 
just looking for alternative ways to find 
support that they can get a motivation 
and an energy from.” 

Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief
clarion@sinclair.edu

Some may say that chivalry is not 
practiced anymore; but with the rise in 
women’s rights movements and people 
proclaiming to be feminists, are men still 
expected to hold doors and act as the 
main breadwinners in the household? 

“If we [look at chivalry as being] 
compassionate and kind, I think it’s 
good. If it is condescending and to show 
a man’s power [over] a woman or man’s 
ability to provide over a women in the 
sense that she cannot provide for herself, 
I think it’s pretty offensive,” Sociology 
instructor at Sinclair Community 
College and self-proclaimed feminist 
Kathleen Gish said.

She said she appreciates chivalry in 
the sense of being courteous.

“I think a relationship without cour-
tesy and kindness is no relationship at 
all,” Gish said.  

“If my spouse were to hold the door 
open for me or do something kind for 
me, I’d want him to do it because he 
loves me.” 

Dr. Jennifer King-Cooper, a Psychol-
ogy professor at Sinclair and feminist, 
feels the same way. 

“Not only do I appreciate it when 
someone holds the door open for me, 
I’m going to hold the door for [my hus-
band] if that’s the order we go through 
the door in,” King-Cooper said. “So I 
think common courtesy for everyone 
is the proper thing.”

King-Cooper said she disagrees with 
chivalry in the sense that women are 
weak and need protection.

“What I object to about chivalry is 
that you should protect those that can’t 
protect themselves,” she said. 

King-Cooper said over time, expecta-
tions of women have changed.

While women were at one time 
expected to only manage the household, 
more is expected of them in this modern 
day and age.

CHIVALRY continued on page 2

passion

Stew Blake, Alex Grubbs 
& Birch Cooper
Contributing Writers
clarion@sinclair.edu

If you find yourself thinking that 
Valentine’s Day has become too com-
mercialized, don’t worry —  you are 
not alone.

Nadine Cichy, a 35-year-old as-
sociate professor of Communication 
at Sinclair Community College, 
suggests the holiday has become 
too focused on the gifts we give and 
receive, as opposed to the love that 
should be shared.

“Expressing love and affection 
does not need to cost anything. It can 
be as simple as doing something for 
someone, or writing them a love letter. 
No chocolates necessary, though few 
people turn them down,” Cichy said.

Gavin Terrell, a 19-year-old Com-
puter Software Development major, 
feels the holiday has earned too much 
focus, but as a bachelor, that’s okay 
with him.

“It’s blown out of proportion quite 

a bit, yes. And I also think that quite 
a few people that dislike it, dislike it 
for kind of silly reasons. They look 
too much into it. A lot of people call it 
‘National Single Awareness Day’ — I 
call it ‘National Free Candy Eve’ be-
cause the next day everything is free 

almost,” Terrell said.
The statistics would seem to agree 

with Cichy and Terrell’s opinions 
about the commercialized side of the 
holiday.

Commercialization, influential expectations 
and generational gaps on Valentine’s Day

© 1942, Warner Bros. Pictures. All Rights Reserved. 

© 1939, Warner Bros. Pictures. All Rights Reserved. 

© 2004, New Line Cinemas. All Rights Reserved. 
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Chris Ware, Lexington Herald-Leader 2012

According to creditdonkey.com, on average males will spend $84.39 on Valentine's Day, 
while females will spend $48.13.
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Feminist perspective of chivalry

On Campus

Answers on page 5

Sudoku Tips: Start by 
looking for numbers that 
occur frequently in the initial 
puzzle. For example, say you 
have a lot of 5’s in the initial 
puzzle. Look for the 3x3 box 
where there is no 5. Look 
for 5’s in other rows and 
columns that can help you 
eliminate where the 5 might 
go in that box. If there is a 
5 in column’s 1 and 2, then 

there can’t be a 5 anywhere 
else in either of those 
columns. You know then that 
whatever leftmost 3x3 box 
that is missing a 5 must have 
it go in column 3. If you can 
eliminate all the possibilities in 
that box except for 1 square, 
you’ve got it down!

The objective of the game 
is to fill all the blank squares 
in a game with the correct 
numbers. There are three very 
simple constraints to follow. 
In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku 
game:
• Every row of 9 numbers 

must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order.

• Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order.

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of 
the 9 by 9 square must in-
clude all digits 1 through 9.
Every Sudoku game begins 

with some squares already 
filled in, and the difficulty of 
each game is due to how 
many squares are filled in. 
The more squares that are 
known, the easier it is to fig-
ure out which numbers go in 
the open squares. As you fill 
in squares correctly, options 
for the remaining squares are 
narrowed and it becomes 
easier to fill them in.

Answers on page 5
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weekly sudoku
Across
1 Duke's Mike Krzyzewski familiarly – he 

holds the NCAA Division I men's 
basketball record for most wins

7 Gets stuffed
13 Mawkish
14 Many Civil War mess kits
15 Gallery event
16 Arab League member since 1962
17 Pulled off
18 Lady Violet in "Downton Abbey," e.g.
20 GI assignments
21 Nash's "ill wind that no one blows 

good"
23 Run together
24 Hershey's candy
25 Karate takedown maneuver
28 Bagel order, maybe
29 Familiar title of Beethoven's "Baga-

telle No. 25"
30 2003-'04 OutKast chart-topper
31 Monopoly deed word
32 Vitamin starter?
33 Got the lead out?
35 WWII Pacific Theater battle site
39 Without any aptitude for
40 Emotional one-eighty
41 Turgenev's birthplace
42 Bingo call
43 Fitch who partnered with Abercrom-

bie
44 Broadway legend Hagen
45 Command to Fido
48 Anteater's slurp in the comic "B.C."
49 The "G" in G.K. Chesterton
51 Ethel Waters title line following "Now 

he's gone, and we're through"
53 Latte option
54 Lucky groups?
55 Schemer
56 Sew up

Down
1 Arctic game
2 Unprotected, in a way
3 Much spam
4 Decent, so to speak
5 American port below the 20th parallel
6 Emulated a '50s TV father?
7 One doing cabinet work?
8 IBM hire, maybe

9 Floor
10 Chirac's successor
11 Like the least risky bonds
12 __ pass
13 Bernie __, subject of the 2011 book 

"The Wizard of Lies"
14 Run after a fly?
19 Not being buffeted as much
22 Enduring
24 Majestic euphemism
26 Nasty fall
27 Empty talk
28 "Fin d'Arabesque" painter
30 Wrangler's charge
32 Sci-fi destination
33 __ arts
34 "If everything works out ..."
35 Either "A Serious Man" director
36 Over-90 day, say

37 Getting there
38 Striped marbles
39 Large branches
40 Appt. book sequence
42 Cleansing agent
45 Geometric art style
46 Augur's reading
47 Litter sounds
50 Texter's soul mate
52 HVAC measure

weekly crossword
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Feb. 12
•	 Sinclair	Talks:	Mind	Your	Manners		
(In	the	Classroom)	
Building 2 Room 334, 10 to 11 a.m.

Feb. 12
•	 Sinclair	Talks:	Finish	What	You	Start:		
5	Steps	for	Increasing	Your	Changes	of	
Graduating	
Library Loggia, Noon to 1 p.m.

Feb. 13
•	 Sinclair	Talks:	Dancing	the	Dream	

Library Reference Desk and Loggia,  
10 to 11 a.m.

Feb. 13
•	 Sinclair	Talks:	Critical	Thinking	

Building 2, Room 334, Noon to 1 p.m.

Feb. 14
•	 Sinclair	Talks:	Love	Yourself	Financially	

Building 2 Room 334, Noon to 1 p.m.

Feb. 15
•	 Sinclair	Talks:		
A	Holocaust	Survivors	Story	
Library Loggia, 2 to 3 p.m.

Feb. 16
•	 Sinclair	Women's	and	Men's	Basketball	
Game	vs.	Columbus	State	Community	
College	(OH)	
Gymnasium in Building 8, 2 and 4 p.m.

Feb. 19
•	 Post-Secondary	Enrollment	Options	
Program	
Building 12, David Pointz Center,  
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 21
•	 REACH	Across	Dayton	Art	Reception	

Burnell R. Roberts Triangle Gallery,  
Hypotenuse Gallery and Works on Paper 
Gallery, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Feb. 22
•	 REACH	Across	Dayton	Conference	

Building 12, Sinclair Conference Center,  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Feb. 24
•	 Wind	Symphony	and	Youth	Wind		
Ensemble	Concert		
Building 2, Blair Hall Theatre, 2 p.m.

•	 If you have an event or activity that you would like 
featured in 'the Clarion', email your information 
to: clarion@sinclair.edu. Include the date, time, 
and place of your event and write "Campus 
Calendar" in the subject line.

“Women are expected to hold 
a job today and at the same time 
manage the household and the 
kids,” King-Cooper said. “Men 
are stepping up to the plate, I 
think they’re getting better at it, 
but I think women hold more 
responsibility a lot of the time… 
Who cleans the bathroom?” 

Gish said women have made 
large strides toward equality, but 
working women still earn 73 
percent of what full-time work-
ing men earn. 

“For me, it’s (feminism) about 
women’s rights and it’s not about 
hating men,” King-Cooper said.

Gish describes feminism as 
misunderstood. 

“It’s thought to be a militant 
movement against men,” Gish 
said. “When in reality what it is, 
is a movement oriented towards 
the equality of the sexes.”

CHIVALRY Continued from front

Photo by Whitney Vickers

Kathleen Gish is a self-proclaimed femi-
nist and sociology instructor at Sinclair. 
She believes feminism is geared towards 
equal rights for both sexes.

Photo by Carly Orndorff

Gish and King - Cooper believes chivalry 
should be practiced out of kindness and 
courtesy. Holding doors for anyone is a 
way to show this.
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Reporter 
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Student Leadership De-
velopment and the Student 
Government Association will be 
co-sponsoring the Love and Hip 
Hop event and a Talent Showcase 
on Feb. 14. 

The Love and Hip Hop event 
will feature speaker John Rogers 
III.

According to the event’s 
flyer, he will be speaking about 
the impact of hip hop music, 
romantic love, biology, urban and 
suburban culture, sub-cultures, 
sociopolitical status, psychology 
and economic influences. 

“[Rogers] is going to talk about 
the history of hip hop and how it 
impacts culture today,” Brandon 
Whitehorn, president of the SGA 
said. 

Dominique Starr, graduate as-
sistant, added “And how women 
are portrayed in hip hop, so it’s 
going to talk about relationships 
as well.” 

Rogers will speak from 12 to 2 
p.m. Afterword, SGA will be host-

ing a Talent Showcase.
“Essentially it’s like open mic,” 

Starr said.
There is currently no deadline 

to sign up to perform in the Talent 
Showcase and each performer 
will have a maximum of 10 min-
utes to perform, Starr said. 

“[It’s] like a Sinclair Commu-
nity College talent show, it’s more 
a talent show to help display talent 
within Sinclair,” Whitehorn said. 

To perform in the show-
case, contact Nilofar Gagan at 
nilofar.gagan@my.sinclair.edu or 
Brandon Whitehorn at brandon.
whitehorn@my.sinclair.edu. 

The Talent Showcase will take 
place from 2 to 4 p.m. and clubs 
will also be fundraising during 
the event. 

“So you can pick up your 
wooden roses, your international 
treats or desserts,” Whitehorn 
said. 

Some of the clubs taking part in 
the fundraising are The National 
Society of Leadership and Suc-
cess, African American Culture 
Club, Toastmasters, Choral Club, 
Artist Collective and A Culturally 
Educated Sisterhood.

According to the Retail Ad-
vertising and Marketing As-
sociation, in 2011 Valentine’s 
Day accumulated $13.19 bil-
lion in revenue. As for the aver-
age consumer, they purchase 
$113.11 worth of merchandise, 
with cards accounting for 52.1 
percent of all Valentine’s Day 
purchases.

With the immense amount 
of money that is dedicated to 
celebrating Feb. 14, is it fair 
to think that the holiday has 
lost some sight of what some 
would consider its traditional 
meaning, which is the celebra-
tion of love?

Cichy still feels the holiday 
holds on to its values of adora-
tion, while also noting that a 
person’s religious values can 
be a factor. 

“I think how you feel about 
this issue depends on your re-
ligious affiliation.  It was origi-
nally celebrated as the Feast 
of Saint Valentine.  I think the 
modern interpretation, a day 
dedicated to love, serves the 
purpose pretty well.  On the 
other hand, confusing love 
and money can be a dangerous 
thing,” Cichy said. 

Expectations for the holiday 
can be influential

Jessica Lawson, Communi-
cation instructor at Sinclair 
suggests that a person’s expec-
tations for Valentine’s Day can 
play a major role in the way 
they communicate.

“If it’s a day you like and 
you’re in a relationship and 

your expectations have been 
met, then you likely are in a 
better mood, more patient 
with people, kinder to strang-
ers, generous with friends and 
just a joy to be around,” Law-
son said. On the other hand, 
Lawson suggests that if Valen-
tine’s Day is a day you despise, 
whether it be because you are 
single, feel isolated by those 
engaging in public displays of 
affection or just disappointed 
that your expectations were 
not met, it will likely inf luence 
your communication. She re-
fers to those with the negative 
attitude towards Valentine’s 
Day to be “snappy and short.” 

“It’s like a self-fulfilling 
prophecy of what this day has 
to offer,” Lawson said. 

Differences in generation
Some may expect the gen-

eration gap to show in how we 
celebrate Valentine’s Day, but 

students at Sinclair, no matter 
the age, have shown similarities 
when it comes to manners and 
giving gifts. 

Liberal Arts major Roberta 
Knodle, who is over 55, believes 
that manners and respect are 
vital. 

“Manners, respect and self-
respect are essential,” she said. 

A 40-year-old man who has 
been married for 15 years, still 
believes in chivalry. 

“Chivalry — the man’s got 
to take the initiative and make 
the plans and cater honestly to 
the female,” Michael Spencer, 
Cyber Investigation major said.

Cristel Gonzalez, a 20-year-
old Computer Information 
Systems major feels the same 
way.

“I want to be V.I.P. because it 
is very traditional. It’s what I am 
used to,” she said.

However, some may feel that 
everyday should be treated like 

it’s Valentine’s Day. 
“Every day should absolutely 

have a touch of that special day. 
Valentine’s Day is just supposed 
to be [when] you do a little ex-
tra,” Max Johnson, 22, Business 
Administration major said. 
 
*Statistical information com-
piled by Lucas Caldwell.

EXPECTATIONS Continued from Front

Hoping to hear 
"I love you" on 
Valentine's Day

FLYING SOLO Continued from Front

Helton said that during 
Valentine’s Day, as well as other 
holidays, television and com-
mercial messages regarding 
love and relationships can be a 
trigger for singles.

But Henderson and Helton 
suggested considering that not 
all couples celebrate Valentine’s 
Day. 

Most people have experi-
enced loneliness and most 
relationships aren’t filled with 
romance. Many are separated 
from loved ones due to long dis-
tances and some also deal with 
the grief of losing a loved one 
to death or divorce. However, 
one should remember that their 
feelings are valid if they feel they 
should, go have a good cry and 
talk to a trusted friend, confi-
dant or counselor.

Henderson and Helton pro-
posed devising an action plan 
that might include planning 
an activity with a single friend, 
treating yourself to flowers, 
candy or jewelry, avoiding sad 
music and romantic movies, 
“paying it forward” by spending 
time with someone who has 
recently been divorced or wid-
owed and to always take time to 

care for yourself.
Henderson said the Student 

Leadership Development Of-
fice might be a good source to 
find activities, clubs or other 
groups that could help students 
identify their interests and con-
nect with others on campus.

Helton added that Counsel-
ing Services could also link stu-
dents to similar resources in the 
community or assist in helping 
students find long-term provid-
ers if more in-depth counseling 
is needed.

For those looking for love, 
Henderson and Helton recom-
mend considering why you’re 
not currently in a relationship, 
reflecting on past relationships, 
making a list of qualities you 
want in a partner and to be 
open to the possibility that you 
can love again, now and in the 
future.

“Remember, your thoughts 
are powerful — they create 
your life,” Helton said. “Keep 
them positive and focus on what 
you want. You can’t change the 
past and you can’t predict the 
future. Stay in the moment, it is 
all we really have.”

Things to consider:

Not all couples celebrate Valentine’s Day.

Most people have been lonely at some point and just 
because someone is in a relationship doesn’t mean they 
are happy all the time. Most relationships aren’t filled with 
constant romance.

Some are separated from their loved ones due to long 
distance, the military or jobs.

People have lost loved ones through break ups, death 
and divorce.

Your feelings are valid. Have a good cry, a conversation 
with a trusted friend and talk with a counselor if needed. 

 
Things to do:

Seek out other single friends for support.

Treat yourself to flowers, candy or jewelry — why wait for 
someone else?

Practice radical self-care. If you don’t take care of your-
self, how do you expect someone else to?

If you don’t want to be sad, don’t surround yourself with 
sad music, movies or reminisce about “what might have 
been.”

Pay it forward. If you know someone who is going 
through a hard time or is alone on Valentine’s Day, treat 
them to an evening out.

If you’re looking for a relationship, consider why you 
aren’t in one now; time, attitude, avoidance.

Reflect on what you’ve learned in past relationships and 
focus on what you want in the future.

Make a list of qualities you look for in a significant other.

Be open to the possibilities of finding love again.

Your thoughts are powerful. Keep them positive and 
focus on what you want.

Tips for getting through Valentine's Day 
from the Counseling Office.

Sinclair Counseling Services: 937-512-3032

Single and Dateless on Valentine's Day

Whitney Vickers
Editor-in-Chief
clarion@sinclair.edu

For those that are dreading 
a dateless Valentine’s Day, I’ve 
been there. 

For those that are over-the-
moon excited for a romantic 
Feb. 14, I’ve been there too. 

What I’ve learned from seeing 
both viewpoints is that it’s all 
about your perspective. 

When I was younger, Val-
entine’s Day was a day of grief 
between my dad and me. When 
he was 10, he lost his own dad 
on Feb. 14 and I always looked 
at it as a day to let my dad know 
that I was there for him. He was 
never one to celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day, so I wasn’t either.

As I got older and puberty set 
in, I started to see the hallmark 
side of Valentine’s Day a little 
more clearly —  and I started 
wishing for a valentine of my 
own. 

When this didn’t happen, I 
looked at the nuisance Valen-
tine’s Day could be. I hated the 
pink and red colors splattered 
everywhere, I hated seeing the 
merchandise stacked from 
what felt like wall to wall in 
every store I walked into and I 
hated the couples that openly 
celebrated the dreaded day. 

I felt so strongly about this, 
that even after being in a rela-
tionship, I still didn’t want to 
partake in the hallmark holiday. 

However, although I told my 
boyfriend I truly didn’t want to 
celebrate, he still took matters 
in to his own hands. When I got 
to work that day, I found flowers 
sitting on the front counter. I 
carelessly walked by, not think-
ing they were for me, until my 
coworker told me to go read the 
card. 

After realizing that they were 
for me, I felt like an idiot. I treat-
ed the day like it was any normal 
day when he had this surprise up 
his sleeve all along. After work, 
I rushed to Wal-Mart and ran 
into bickering couples that were 
probably in the same boat I was 
in and bought him something I 
knew he would like. I promised 
myself that I would do better 
next year. 

However, the next Valentine’s 
Day, we were in the midst of a 
two-day-long argument, but I 
was determined to make it work. 
Luckily, our argument ended 
the night before and I managed 
to keep that promise to myself. I 
don’t think I’ve ever been more 
excited for Valentine’s Day up to 
that point.

We both had jobs at the 
same workplace, which left 
me the perfect opportunity to 
leave surprises for him to find 
throughout his shift. By the time 
he clocked out and came to my 
house, I had already managed to 
decorate his car and bake him 
cupcakes. 

This year, I have no real 
expectations, except to call my 
dad and tell him I’m thinking of 
him and to spend time with my 
valentine. 

I can’t say that I love Valen-
tine’s Day, but I can’t say I hate 
it either. What I can say with an 
honest heart is that this year, I’m 
in the middle of the road. I’m 
not dreading it, but I’m not so 
excited either. 

I am, however, excited for 
the conversation hearts and 
chocolate. Single or not, I think 
everyone can get excited about 
that.

It’s all about perspective

Let us know if you have a response for our current monthly challege, "Does anyone have more family members than me?" or if you have any 
suggestions for next month's challenge, send your email to clarion@sinclair.edu.

Love and Hip Hop event 
held on Valentine's Day
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Students entering the Aviation 
Technology Program at Sinclair 
Community College will be met 
with a long runway and will need 
vision and determination before 
take-off, but the skies are opening 
up in several aviation-related 
career fields.

Kent Wingate, chairman of the 
Aviation Technology Depart-
ment, said the department’s 
mission is to train students in the 
world of aviation, with the goal of 
helping students continue their 
education in four-year universities 
and obtain employment. 

He said job prospects in the 
field of aviation are looking up 
with the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration concurring with Airbus 
and Boeing projections that over 
one million aviation profession-
als will be needed in the future. 
This includes pilots, mechanics, 
dispatchers and flight attendants.

He added that this increase is 
fueled by current and expected 
rates of retirement and by the 
demand needed within the field 
to meet a steadily increasing flying 
population.

Wingate said these opportu-
nities can be taken advantage 
of now, through training and 
education. 

Sinclair offers associate degrees 
in Aviation Maintenance Technol-
ogy, Aviation Technology/Profes-
sional Pilot and Airway Science.

Wingate said Aviation Main-
tenance Technology is extremely 
popular and that the program 
is growing with mechanically 
inclined students showing an 
interest in aviation and some 
aviation students simply wanting 

the ability to work on their own 
aircraft. 

He also said there is a huge 
increase in the Professional Pilot 
and Airway Science Program. 
Which includes core aviation 
courses as well as electives as 
students receive their private pilot 
certificate and instrument rating, 
commercial certificate, multi-
engine rating and certified flight 
instructor certificate.

With associate degrees in 
Aviation Technology, Wingate 
envisions students going on to 
four-year universities and earning 
bachelor’s degrees.

Sinclair holds an articulation 
agreement helping to facilitate the 
transfer of credits, with Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University, 
available online and with campus-
es in Florida, Arizona and satellite 
campuses in Fairborn, Ohio.

Wingate said the hopes for large 
salaries are not the driving force 
behind student interest.

“It’s called ‘desire,’” he said. “It’s 
a long road. It’s a hard road, but 
like I tell students, ‘If that’s what 
you want to do, you’re going to do 
what you have to do.’”

Sinclair also offers a one-year 
technical certificate in Airframe 

Aviation Maintenance, as well 
as, short-term technical cer-
tificates in Aircraft Dispatcher, 
Airline Flight Attendant, General 
Aviation Maintenance, Power 
plant Aviation Maintenance and 
Unmanned Aerial Systems. 

Wingate said although Sinclair 
cannot grant Federal Aviation 
Administration Certification, 
skills and training obtained at Sin-
clair helps to prepare students for 
Federal Aviation Administration 
written, oral and practical exams.

Wingate said the Aviation 
Department has a fairly small, 
tight-knit student population and 
that networking is stressed to be 
hugely beneficial to success.

Donna Hanshew, associate 
professor within the Sinclair Avia-
tion Technology Department, 
recalled a U.S. Airways Express 
flight, in which her co-pilot and 
two flight attendants were Sinclair 
graduates.

“It’s a great success, espe-
cially having three of them on 
one flight,” Hanshew said.  “That 
company (PSA Airlines) hires a 
lot of our students and I keep in 
touch with a lot of the students 
that are up there.”

Caleb Lithander, who gradu-
ated with an associate degree in 
Aviation Technology in 2009 
and is currently an Air Traffic 
Controller at Denver Air Route 
Traffic Control Center, said his ex-
perience studying at Sinclair was 
beneficial to his success pursuing 
his dream job.

“Sinclair is a great step and 
there’s a lot of value in the school,” 
said Lithander. “There are a lot 
of instructors there who care a 
lot about the students and their 
future. And it’s a great, inexpensive 
way to start doing what you want 
to do.”

Life

your voice

sinclair alumni

Photo by Lashay Young

To attend the Reach Across Dayton conference, students must turn in a fee waiver to Building 13 Room 201. Attending costs $50. The conference will take place on Feb. 22 in the Ponitz Center of Building 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. During the conference, there will be speakers 
and presentations, breakout sessions and performances as well as art workshops. All supplies will be provided.

Photo contributed by Caleb Lithander

Caleb Lithander graduated Sinclair in 
2009 for the Aviation program.

Lashay Young
Reporter
Clarion@Sinclair.edu 

What started as a three year 
community art project has now 
broadened to a 20 year confer-
ence and art show. Realizing 
Ethnic Awareness and Cul-
tural Heritage Across Dayton, 
or REACH Across Dayton, sets 
out to bring students at Sinclair 
Community College and people 
of the Dayton area of all back-
grounds together through their 
similarities using art.

Tess Little, art teacher and 
project director of REACH, 
started the program in 1993. As 
an art teacher, Little could see 
students from all walks of life 
struggling to succeed, which 
made her take a look at culture.

“All the stories sounded the 
same,” Little said, as she began 
speaking to students on their 
background. Little then came 
up with the idea and presented 
it as such. 

“Sinclair is trying to retain 
students, why not look at simi-
larities between cultures and not 

focus on differences,” she said. 
The school then allowed her to 
try out her idea.

“Art had a way of touching the 
soul,” Little said. 

The program has worked on 
some large art projects over the 
years. The bronze piece on the 
corner of Third and Main streets 
is a REACH Across Dayton 
Project. Until Feb. 22, the Day-
ton Visual Arts Center will have 
pieces on display that REACH 
Across Dayton have worked on. 
Starting Feb. 6 through March 6, 
there will be exhibits displayed 

at Sinclair in the Burnell R. 
Roberts Gallery, Hypotneuse 
Gallery and Works on Paper 
Gallery from students.

Any student can ask to join 
and be a part of REACH Across 
Dayton, it is not set aside for art 
students only. Students help 
with the community art projects 
as well as the conference.

This year’s conference will 
take place on Feb. 22 in the 
Ponitz Center of Building 12 
beginning at 8 a.m. and ending 
at 4:30 p.m. The conference 
provides a wide range of cultural 

programs and explores ethnic 
traditions of the Miami Valley. 
There will be speakers and 
presentations throughout the 
day, along with breakout ses-
sions and performances. The art 
workshop that will take place 
at the conference will be led by 
artists Willis “Bing” Davis and 
Christina Preyma, all materials 
are provided. 

“It’s a good conference to 
understand what a conference 
is about,” Little said, pertain-
ing to students who may have 
never attended one before. She 

said professors usually may ask 
a student to write a paper or do 
something for the class over the 
conference if they are excused 
from class to attend. 

Attending costs $50. This in-
cludes access to the conference, 
lunch, refreshments and parking. 
For students that want to attend 
there is a fee waiver application 
online that must be turned into 
Building 13 Room 201 by Feb. 
15. For more information on 
REACH Across Dayton or the 
conference, go online to sinclair.
edu/organizations/reach

REACH Across Dayton in its twentieth 
year of celebrating art and diversity

Aviation Program Outcomes
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How do you think social media 
websites like Facebook 

affect romantic relationships?
Photos & Reporting by Maddie Fahlbusch

encourages feedback

“It leads to a lot of misunderstandings 
because guys don’t always just have guy 
friends and there’s not always context 
available with it. If someone sees a picture 
with a guy hanging out with some girls and 
he’s in a relationship that’s going to cause 
problems because the girlfriend doesn’t 
know what the situation is. On top of that, 
people always assume the worst."

Phillip Barrigar 
Network Management

“I think it can really go either way. Some 
people can use it to their benefit as 
far as communication goes because 
some people find it easier to express 
themselves online. I’ve met lots of people 
that are a lot more comfortable about 
talking about themselves online, but at 
the same time they might use it as a 
crutch. Because you can put it out there 
you can have the support of your friends.  
I think sometimes a couple can make 
a relationship more of a big deal than it 
really is before it has really come to where 
they want it to be. They push to make it 
official on Facebook. I hear a lot about 
‘Facebook official’.” 

Coartney Freeland 
Music – Voice

“I guess in ways it makes it easier to 
meet people. A lot of people are on 
there so it’s a chance to come into 
contact with people you might not 
have normally met.” 

Rachel Carter 
Psychology

Letters to the editor may be submitted to the Clarion in Building 8 Room 027 or by email, 
clarion@sinclair.edu. Submissions might be edited for space. 

No anonymous submissions will be accepted. All submissions must include author's name and 
phone number. The Clarion reserves the right to edit all letters. Deadline is Monday at noon for the 
following Tuesday publication. There will be no exceptions to this policy. 

Submission does not guarantee publication. Space availability determines publication. 
When space is limited, articles may be filed for publication at a later date.

REACH Across Dayton in its twentieth 
year of celebrating art and diversity

Adam Lanza, the man who 
committed the Sandy Hook 
massacre in Newtown, Conn. 
was a monster. There is no other 
word to describe someone who 
would take the lives of innocent 
children. Lanza and people like 
him are monsters who deserve 
our scorn. Yet whenever a tragedy 
such as this occurs, the fault is 
always placed on guns. America is 
now in a gun control debate led by 
President Obama. 

Obama, who has shown no 
love towards our Constitution, 
is willing to go over Congress 
through executive orders to place 
restrictions on gun ownership. He 
claims that we have an epidemic of 

gun violence and that we shouldn’t 
put off action on gun control any 
longer. Obama said that because 
he has always wanted to place re-
strictions on guns and he wants to 
use this tragedy to pass his agenda 
while people are still emotional.  

Most people who are for gun 
control are well intentioned. They 
believe that the fewer guns we 
have in this country, the better. 
What is often forgotten is that 
Lanza had stolen the gun he used 
to shoot up Sandy Hook. So he 
had already broken the law before 
he ever fired a shot.  Schools are 
gun free zones; again, that made 
no difference to Lanza. The only 
people who are going to obey 

gun control laws are law-abiding 
citizens. The places that, as 
Obama called an “epidemic of gun 
violence,” occur in areas with strict 
gun laws. Places where gun laws 
aren’t so strict tend to have less 
crime. In other words, we are safer 
with more guns than less.

The Second Amendment was 
put in our Constitution to allow us 
to protect ourselves. Guns aren’t 

meant only for powerful people 
like Obama to have for his guards. 
They’re meant for every law-abid-
ing citizen. America already has 
laws on regulating guns. We don’t 
need anymore. In fact, we should 
consider doing away with some 
of those laws. Remember, don’t 
blame the guns, blame the people 
who fire them.

(Ron Jenkins/Fort Worth Star-Telegram/MCT)

Discussion over gun control laws have reignited since the Sandy Hook 
school shooting.

Don’t blame the guns, blame 
the people who fire them

JOSEPh COLLInS
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